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. A march after the SWAPO meeting in Katutura.

. ,

SWAPO RGHTS ON
On the 26th of August there was a big
meeting in Katutura township, just out-
side Windhoek in Namibia. SWAPO-
the South West African People's Or-
ganisation, were remembering the be-
ginning of their war with South Africa
- and all the people who have died in
the war.

When Learn and Teach heard about
the meeting, we knew we must go. We
wanted to learn more about Namibia.
Andwe wanted to know more about
SWAPO's fight.

We drove for many hours to get to
Katutura. When we got there, we were
very hot and thirsty. Namibia must be
the hottest, dryest place in the world.
But we were in good time for the meet-
ing. We arrived the night before.

A WARM WELCOME
As we got out of the car, we could
smell meat cooking. Marco Hausico
met us. He invited us to come to a

braai. We followed Marco to a small
house in Katutura. There we found
more than 400 people. Everyone was
singing freedom songs and dancing.

Marco told us why they were having a
braai. He said, "People are coming to
Katutura from all over Namibia. So we
want to welcome people in a good
way. People must feel at home.

"We also want to talk to our comrades
before the big meeting tomorrow. The
braai gives people time to talk to each
other. People are having a good time,
but if you listen, you will hear that they
have not forgotten the struggle. Every-
one is singing freedom songs."

The people at the braai looked friend-
ly.So we decided to join them. We
drank some beer and sang with the
people. When people heard that we
were from Johannesburg, they told us
about SWAPO's fight for freedom.
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A LONG STUGGLE
"SWAPO started in 1960," a man with
a big moustache told us. "We asked
South Africa to leave Namibia. But
South Africa refused to listen. For six
years we talked and talked. But in the
end we decided that fighting was the
only way to make South Africa listen ."

We heard stories from other people
too. We heard about their long and bit-
ter struggle. They told us how twenty
thousand young Namibians have died
in the war. We felt very sad. But by the
time we left the braai, we knew we
were among friends. We were with
people who were also struggling for
freedom.

THE MEETING IN THE SUN
The next day we went to the big meet-
ing. People stood with the sun burning

down - the sun is much hotter in
Namibia than it is in South Africa. But
people stood quietly for three hours,
listening to the speeches.

Mr Nathaniel Maxvilili, the acting
President of SWAPO, spoke first. He
said, "We have said that we want to be
free for more than twenty years now.
We do not want the South African
Defence Force in our country. We do
not want to be part of South Africa. It is
time that South Africa heard what we
are saying."

SWAPO DID NOT START THE FIGHT
Mr Mokganedi Tlhabanello was the
next speaker. "We did not start the
fighting," said Mr Tlhabanello. "We
only started to fight when we saw that
talking does not help. Now Koevoet
and the South African army are killing
people in Ovamboland.

A meeting to celebrate the 20th birthday of SWAPO's army.
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The people of Katutura at the tasty braai.

"But SWAPO is fighting back. And I
am proud that SWAPO is fighting
back. We will fight and we will win.
One day Namibia will be free. I can
promise this to all of you here today."

All through the meeting the police
were right there. They stood right at
the front and took notes. But nobody
worried about them. One of the speak-

\

ers even gave the police a message.

"Go and tell Pretoria what we are say-
ing," he said. "We are not afraid. We
know we will win because we are right
and South Africa is wrong to be here."

BRIGHT COLOURS IN THE DUST
When the meeting was finished, the
people marched through Katutura,
singing freedom songs. They looked
like a bright, colourful snake in the

dust. Everyone was wearing red and
green to show they love SWAPO.

And when people stopped marching,
there was another braai. People talked
about the meeting. And they talked
about the war. They shook their heads
sadly when they thought of all the
young boys who had died. But then
they said, "We will win." And every-
one felt strong again and started to
sing.

TIME TO GO HOME
When Learn and Teach left, we felt we
had learnt many things. We had learnt
a little about the struggle in Namibia.
And we had learnt about SWAPO. And
we had learnt that the people in
Katutura make the best braais in the
world.
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STRANGERS IN THEIR OWN

I
Mrs Betty Lenka lived in a house in
Sharpeville. But today she is living in
her sister's backyard. On the 16th
August the council police came to Mrs
Lenka's house.They chased Mrs
Lenka and eleven other families out of
their houses.

These people are part of the rent boy-
cott in the Vaal. They have not paid
rent for two years.

THE BOYCOTT BEGINS
"In 19841 heard people talking about
a rent boycott," Mrs Lenka told us.
"There were also lots of pamphlets
around. The pamphlets said we must
not payour rent because the rents
were too high.

"Now I have lost my house. I do not
know why they chased us out of au r

HOMES
house. Maybe they wanted to show
other people that if they do not pay
their rents, they will lose their houses
too. They wanted to scare other peo-
ple. But still people are not paying
their rents.

THE BLACKJACKS COME
"When the council police came; they
said I must pay R1032 to get my house
back. They took all my furniture. They
said I would get it back when I pay all
my rent. But I am worried about my
furniture. They were very careless
with it. When they moved my
wardrobe, it broke.

"They were unfriendly to all of us.
They treated me like a stranger in my
own house. I have been living in that
house since 1968.
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"All the people who were thrown out of
their houses that day came together.
We talked about our problem. Then
some people went to talk to the Vaal
Civic Association - the VCA. The
VCA took our case to court. Now we
are waiting to hear from the courts.

'I LEARNT WHAT SUFFER MEANS'
"Now I know what suffering means.
When I was still in my house I did not
know what suffering is. Now I am living
with my sister. But my children are liv-
ing with other relatives.

"In 19841thought the rent boycott
would help us. I still think that now. It is
very difficult to say how it will help. But
I think it will help.

"I hope that the Lekoa councillors will
listen to the VCA. If they listen to the
VCA then we will pay lower rents. But I
cannot pay the money from last year. I
want to start paying as from now on.

THE RAMOKONA'S STORY
A few streets away from Mrs Lenka,
there is another family who lost their
house - the Ramokona's.We went to
visit them too. They are living with
their neighbours. They cannot go to
their home because the cops are
watching the empty houses.

They left their chickens and a dog at
their house. So every time the cops
look away, they throw food to their
animals. Their animals do not under-
stand what has happened. Malafano
Ramokoma told us his story.

'THE BOYCOTT IS GOOD'
"I last paid my rent in 1984, when

everyone stopped paying," said Mr
Ramokona. "I did not understand why
they said we must stop paying rent.
But for me it was a good thing. I used
all my rent money to buy my family
food and clothes.

"When I first moved into my house in
196D, I paid R1D,D1 rent. Then the
Council started their nonsense. They
said they wanted to buy a cable for
electricity. So we paid RS,DDmore
rent. Then another RS,DDto fix the
streets. Then RS,DDfor sewerage.

"For everything they said RS,DDmore.
When the boycott started, we told
them to stop the RS,DDbusiness. We
paid too much rent because of all their
RS,DD's.

"My only problem with the rent boy-
cott is that some people started to fight
among themselves. Those who paid
rent had their houses burnt down.

'HOME IS HOME'
"On the 13th of August, the police
came. They said I had a chance to pay
rent.So now they were chasing me out
of my house. They took all my furniture
out of the house. They also wanted to
take our dog with them. They said he
is a very beautiful dog.

"Now we are staying with our friends
and neighbours here. They are very
nice people but home is home. I do not
say that home is the best place, no.
But I was sick with worry when we lost
our house.

"My wish now is to go back to our
house. Some people are trying to
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help us get our house back. I just for-
get their name. I hope these people
can help us" said the old man.

Mr Ramokona's neighbour spoke to
us as we were leaving. She said, that

she agreed with Mr Ramokona about
the boycott. 'But she is worried. Now
the Lekoa Council is taking her and
1800 other people from the Vaal to
court for not paying their rent.

KAnfHO r: ~ lliiS \l~

f
PEACEFUL lMONSTRAnO". DOHl SHOOT

RENT BOYCOTTS - A VELD FIRE
People in the Vaal are not the only township on the East Rand, the mayor
people who are boycotting their rents. said if people do not pay their rents,
The rent boycott has spread like a veld the council is going to turn off their
fire in South Africa. People in fifty water and electricity.
three different townships are not pay-
ing rent. So far the government has
lost R188 million rands - and every
month they lose 40 million rand more.

ALL KINDS OF TRICKS
The councils and the government
tried many tricks to break the rent boy-
cotts. For example, in Katlehong, a

In Duncan Village, in the Eastern
Cape, the council said people who are
boycotting rent cannot bury their dead
there. "One lady was told to pay R500
before she got a grave for a relative. In
the end she just went and buried her
relative in Mdantsane," said the Dun-
can Village Residents' Association.
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Many people have died in the rent
fight. In White City, Soweto, the coun-
cil police shot and killed more than 26
people. And nearly a hundred people
were hurt. They were trying to chase
people out of their houses. But people
fought back.

THREE MAIN REASONS
The UDF says there are three main
reasons for the rent boycott. Firstly,
people can't afford high rents because
so many people do not have work.
About 4 million people are without
work in South Africa.

Secondly, people say the council uses
the money from rents to pay the coun-
cillors high wages and the "black-
jacks." People say they did not choose
the councillors - so why must they
pay them big wages?With no money
the councils cannot work - and
without councils, apartheid cannot
work.

Thirdly people want the state of emer-
gency to end. And they want the
troops out of the townships. You can-
not live a normal live with the army in
your garden.

WHAT NOW?
The unity of the people is strong in
many townships. They are well or-

_ganized. They have street committees
and the people are going forward
together. They know what they are
fighting for - and they know how they
will fight for it.

But there are still some townships
where people are confused. There is
the state of emergency and some peo-

pie who called the boycott are in jailor
in hiding. In some places people are
not well organized and they do not
know what to do. People do not want to
lose their houses. But at the same
time they do not want to pay rent.

It is not easy to give people advice
when they can maybe lose their
houses. All we can say is that these
are rough times - and in rough times,
it is best if people stand together,
strong and organized.

NB. When we went to the printers,
people in the following townships
were boycotting their rents: In Trans-
vaal: Mamelodi (Pretoria); Alexandra
(Johannesburg); Sharpeville, Boi-
patong, Bophelong, Evaton, Se-
bokeng (Vaal); Piet Retief; Soweto;
Ratanda (Heidelberg); Tembisa
(KemptonPark); Katlehong (Ger-
miston); Vosloorus (Boksburg); Bela-
Bela(Warmbaths); Carolina; Waterval
Boven; Amsterdam; Lydenburg;
Duduza(Nigel); Tsakane (Springs);
Potgietersrus. In the Orange Free
State: Zamdela; Viljoenskroon;
Bothaville; Tumahole (Parys);
Refengkgotso (Sasolburg). In the
Cape: Langa (Uitenhage);
Kwanobuhle (Uitenhage); New Bright-
on; Zwide; Kwazakhele(Port
Elizabeth); Port Alfred; Alexandria;
Lingelihle(Cradock); Duncan Vil-
lage(East London); Grahamstown;
Dukatole (AliwaINorth); Burgersdorp;
Mdantsane (EastLondon); Mlungi-
si(Queenstown); Humansdorp;
Kenton-on-Sea; Despatch;
Steytlerville; Hankey; Huhudi(Vryburg);
Zwelethemba (Worcester). In Natal:
Dundee.
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A HELPING HAND
On August 2nd 1986 the Detainees
Parents Support Committee - the
DPSC - had a tea party in the Central
Methodist Church in Johannesburg.
When we got to the church, we saw
lots of cakes - red cakes, swissrolls,
pancakes, the works. But all the
people at the party looked sad and
worried.

Awoman got up. She said, "I want to
welcome everybody. We know that
these are hard times - especially for
those of us whose loved ones are in
detention. But we hope that by coming
together today, we can help people to
feel strong." Then a lawyer spoke
about the rights of parents and
detainees. A priest prayed for an end
to Apartheid and suffering. And a
woman told us how she asked the
courts to free her husband - and
won.

It was getting late. People started to
leave to get buses and trai ns to far
away places. But we were in no hurry.
And we wanted to know more about
the DPSC. So we spoke to David
Webster. David has worked with the
DPSC for a long time.

THE DPSC STARTS.
"We started five years ago. Iwas
staying in Crown Mines at the time. I
remember the date very well. It was
September 21, 1981. Eight people
from Crown Mines were detained
early in the morning.

"Everyone felt very angry. But we did
not know what to do. So that night we
had a meeting at the hall. People
wanted to help, some people went to
see the parents of the detainees. The
parents started a "care group". The
"care group" made sure all detainees
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got clean clothes, food parcels,
books to read and so on.

FINDING OUT ABOUT DETENTION
"Detention was something new for all
of us. So we started to learn about the
detention laws. We asked lawyers and
other people to give talks on these
laws.

"We also felt that the newspapers
were not telling people enough about
detention. So we started to write let-
ters to the papers. We wrote about the
people who were in detention. We
spoke to the" Star" newspaper. Now
we write a story for them every three
weeks.

POSTERS SAY IT ALL
"But we also tried other ways to let
people know about detention. We
used to stand with posters outside
John Vorster Square and the courts.
Wives stood with posters, asking for
the release of their husbands. Chil-
dren asked for the release of their
parents. "Our posters worked well.

Many people read our posters and
asked us questions. But the govern-
ment saw this. So they stopped our
poster protests.

TORTURE
"When Neil Agget died in detention,
our work changed. We wanted to know
why people die in detention. So we
started to collect stories of how people
suffered or were hurt in detention. We
were very shocked by the stories
people told us.

"We asked for a meeting with Mr Le
Grange - the Minister of Police and
Mr Coetzee the Minister of Justice .

. Our committee told them that some
detainees are beaten. We told them
that some detainees do not get
enough sleep. Some detainees must
stand for hours and hours. And many
detainees are given electric shocks.

"But Le Grange said all this was not
true. Instead of listening to us, they
sent a Colonel Grobbler to follow us
for the next six months. "We knew our

Friends and families of detainees at the DPSC tea party



visit will not stop torture. But now the
police know that we are watching
them.

HOW THE DPSC HELPS PEOPLE
"Today the DPSC has 26 branches.
We also run an advice office in Khotso
House, in de Villiers Street, Johannes-
burg. People come to our offices from
all over the Transvaal. We are very
busy - especially during the emer-
gencies.

"Most people do not know what to do
when someone is detained. We help
people to get a lawyer. When people
with children are detained, their chil-
dren can suffer. So we have social
workers who help families of de-
tainees. If detainees' families need
money, we send them to the Depen-
dents Conference of the South African
Council of Churches.

"When detainees come out of jail, we
get doctors for them. Many detainees
tell us that they were tortured. They tell
us they cannot sleep - they have
nightmares. Some cannot think or
study like before. The doctors try to
help these people. "But," said David,
"if you really want to know about the
DPSC, you must come to our office
and speak to the people who come for
help."

AT THE DPSC OFFICE
So we went to the DPSC office on the
Monday. The office was full of people.
And like the people at the tea party,
everyone looked worried.

We spoke to Ruben Nkosi. Ruben's
son is in detention. "The police came
to my house at 2 o'clock in the morn-

ing and took my son away. I don't know
what my son was doing. Alii know is
that he is a clever boy. He was doing
Standard Ten at Madawane High
School.

"Now I am very worried about him. So
is my wife. She is sick with worry. She
cannot sleep at night. She just lies
awake, cryi ng."

'WAAR IS DIE AK?'
Victoria Boya's son is also in deten-
tion. She said that the police came to
her house looking for someone she
did not know. But when they saw her
son's name on her house permit, they
asked to see him. Victoria's son, Laur-
ence, is a law student at Wits
University.

"When Laurence opened his door, the
police saw the Freedom Charter hang-
ing on the wall," said Victoria. "They
took all Laurence's books. Then they
asked, 'Waar is die AK?' I think they
were looking for guns.

"They told Laurence to get dressed
and they took him away. I have not
seen Laurence since that day. I don't
know where he is. The police said they
were taking him to Protea Police Sta-
tion. But people tell me that he is at
'Sun City' in Diepkloof."

THE DPSC GIVES HOPE
Both Victoria and Ruben came to the
DPSC because they did not know
what to do. Ruben said, "The DPSC is
my only hope. I do not know about de-
tentions and such thinqs: But the
DPSC say that they will help me find
my son. They will try to get him out of
jail. If they help me, then maybe my
wife will be able to sleep again."

10 LEARN AND TEACH



THE NEW PASS LAWS

On 1 July this year, the government
changed the pass laws. The government
said what everyone has said for many
years. Theysaid, "Hambadompas." But
now people are worried. They do not
know what to do.

Is the Dompas really dead? Learn and
Teach asked the Black Sash because
they understand the dompas laws bet-
ter than anyone.

Sheena Duncan of the Black Sash
said, "The new laws are not clear and
they are very difficult to understand. It
will be a long time before everyone
knows how the laws work. We think
that people can try to get identity
books. But if they have problems, they

can come to us. We will try to help
them."

WHAT THE NEW PASS LAWS MEAN
FOR YOU
The government has divided people.
There are new laws for people who live
in the towns, on the farms and in the
homelands that are not independent.
And there are new laws for the people
who come from the 'independent'
homelands-Ciskei, Transkei,
Bophuthatswana and Venda.

Life will be easier for most people but
much more difficult for people from
the Ciskei, Transkei, Bophuthatswana
and Venda.
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THE NEW IDENTITY BOOK
If you live in town, or on the farms or in
one of the homelands that are not in-
dependent, you can get a new identity
book. Everyone will have the same
identity book, no matter what their
colour is. And everyone will have their
fingerprints taken.

You can look for work anywhere you
want to. You do not have to get a per-
mit. When you find work, your boss
does not have to register you. And to
find work, you do not have to show that
you have a place to stay.

People from the farms or from the
homelands that are not 'independent'
can come to town. You do not need to
get a stamp or permit to be there.

You can now work for yourself in town.
You do not have to work for someone
else. You can start your own business

if you want to. You can also buy a
house or a site wherever you want to.
You do not have to have Section 10(1)
(a) or (b) like before.

HOUSE PERMITS
But you can still have the names of all
the people who live in your house on
your house permit. Or you can have a
lodger's permit. But you can still find
work without a house permit.

If you have problems getting a lod-
ger's permit, or putting your children's
names on your house permit, you can
get help from an advice office.

Under the old pass laws the govern-
ment tried to stop people from coming
to town through work. The govern-
ment said people could only work in
town with permission. Now the
government may try to stop people
from coming to town through houses.

The government saysthat people must not build shacks like these.

_, w" ~
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A passarrest in Alexandra Township in 1957.

The police can arrest people who do
not have 'proper' houses. They will ar-
rest people who build their own
sharks. And they will arrest people
who live outside the townships without
permission.

HOW TO ASK FOR THE NEW IDEN-
TITYBOOK
You can take your reference book and
two passport photographs to any
office of the Department of Home Af-
fairs, the old Bantu Commissioners'
offices, or the Magistrate's offices if
you live in a small town.

They can give the new Identity book to
everyone who is over sixteen years.
You must not worry about what stamps
you have in your reference book. And

you do not need to take any house or
lodger's permit with you.

They will give you a new identity num-
ber. Then they will tell you when you
can fetch your new book.

If you are married, take your marriage
certificate with you. Take your hus-
band or wife with you so that both of
you can ask for your new books at the
same time.

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A REFER-
ENCEBOOK
If you do not have a reference book,
you can take a birth certificate or bap-
tismal certificate. If you have a mar-
riage certificate or a driver's licence,
you can take them too. You will also
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need two passport photos. They do
not need your house permit or lod-
ger's permit.

Some people who asked for new iden-
tity books had problems. If you have
problems, get help at an advice office.
Often the people who are giving the
new books, do not understand the new
laws themselves.

PEOPLE FROM THE 'INDEPEN-
DENT' HOMELANDS
The Black Sash say that there is a lot
of confusion about these people.

If you are Venda, Tswana or Xhosa
speaking, and you have section 10
(1)(a)then you can get a new South
African identity book. If you have sec-
tion 10 (1)(b)you might have problems

if your family is in one of the 'indepen-
dent' homelands.

CITIZENSHIP AND THE ID

PEOPLE WHO CAME TO SOUTH
AFRICA BEFORE INDEPENDENCE
If you were born in Ciskei, Transkei,
Bophuthatswana or Venda BUT you
were living in South Africa when your
homeland got 'independence' AND
you have lived in South Africa since
that time, then you can apply to get
your South African citizenship back. It
does not matter if you have a
homeland passport. You can get a
new identity book. The independence
dates are:-

Transkei 26th October 1976
Bophuthatswana 6th December 1977

A pass protest in Johannesburg, 1957.



Venda 13th September 1979
Ciskei 4th December 1981

CHILDREN
Your children can also get their South
African citizenship back, even if they
were born in an 'independent'
homeland. They might get it easily if
they were not living in South Africa be-
fore 1July 1986.

PEOPLE WHO CAME TO SOUTH
AFRICA AFTER INDEPENDENCE
You can also get South African citizen-
ship if you live permanently in South
Africa and you have a stamp in your
passport to say that you can live in
South Africa. AND you came to South
Africa after independence but before
1stJuly 1986.

AND you have lived in South Africa for
one whole year before you ask for your
identity book AND you have lived in
South Africa for another four years in
the eight years before you ask for your
Identity book.

But if you came to South Africa and
you lived here without permission, you
cannot get a South African identity
book. Now people from the 'indepen-
dent' homelands are the same as
people from Lesotho, Swaziland and
Botswana.

PEOPLE WHO COME TO SOUTH
AFRICA AFTER 1ST JULY 1986
When you come to South Africa now,
you can get a work perm it. But the
Black Sash says it will be very difficult
for people to get work permits. They
also say that bosses will give jobs to
people who don't need work permits,

just because it is easier for the bos-
ses. People who come to South Africa
after the 1stof July will only be able to
apply for citizenship if they are first
given permanent residence permits. A
permit to work in South Africa is not a
permanent residence permit.

The Black Sash says that people from
the 'independent' homelands will
have problems when they ask for
South African identity books. But it
also says that most of the people living
in the 'independent' homelands now,
will never get their South African .
citizenship back.

"The government says the people are
now free to work and live where they
want to," says Sheena Duncan. "But
we say that there is no real freedom
until everyone who belongs to South
Africa - and we mean all the people
from the' independent' homelands -
can live and work where they choose".
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On the 16th of September, 177 miners
at Kinross Gold Mine died. These men
died because there was a fire under-
ground. They were killed by
poisonous smoke.

died in Kinross. And we stand with
their families and friends in their grief
and their loss.

And we say: These accidents must
stop. Bosses must make their mines

177 women are now widows. And and factories safe. Bosses must not
hundreds of children are without treat workers as if their lives are
fathers. We salute the miners who cheap. Especially the mine bosses.
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Hi, how are you. I am still fine. I
thought I must tell you about my
friends in the township in these times.
Maybe your friends are as good as
mine.

One cold afternoon in June, Iwas sit-
ting next to the stove at home. I was
playing'spinning' with my sister's
sons. It was not'pap en vleis' because
I was losing my money fast. Then the
front door opened. I looked up to see
who was there. I found my best
friends, Tito and Cisco, outside.

Tito had very important news. Tito
tshayela Ie awtie nge daaideng'. "Ek
se, mfo," said Tito, "we are no longer
going to carry indzengana'. Ke bua ka
pass', monna. I think that we must
have a big braaivleis."

But Iwas having problems. I said,
"Hey, ndoda, I have just lost my last 50
cents to my nephews. I haven't got
money for a braai."

"Maar ntwana eke bhari. Wena, Tho-
mas, you like meat, nkl. We are not go-
ing to braai meat. We are goi ng to
burn our passes," Cisco said.

Just then another friend, Okapi,
walked past. Okapi stopped out-
side the house. He took out a handker-
chief. He wiped the dust off his sharp-
pointed shoes. The children in my
street like Okapi and his shoes. They
even gave him his name. They call him

•••
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'Bra Okapi' because his shoes are as
sharp as an Okapi knife.

"Hey, mfo, is it true that the dompas is
dead ?" I asked Okapi. Okapi knows
everything. He is a sangoma."Ja,"
said Okapi, "My bones tell me that
now we can burn our passes. But
maybe we must wait and see what my
bones tell me tonight. Iwill give you a
very good answer tomorrow."

Then Tito and Cisco called Okapi in-
side. They wanted to watch' Rrabobi'
the flying man on TV. They sat right in
front of my TV set. A few minutes later I
heard one of my nephews crying,
"Thomas, Thomas, come and see.
Bra Okapi, Cisco Ie Tito are fighting."

I ran to the front room. My friends were
trying to do what 'Rrabobi' was doing
on TV. "Stop it." I shouted."Rrabobi'
is just a film. Have you ever seen a
person fly? People only fly in chil-
dren's films." They sat down and kept
very quiet.

At 7 o'clock it was time for TV news.
The news said that people must no
longer carry passes. And people can
work anywhere they like. The man
who was reading the news also said,
"People are going to have the same
passes as whites. So go to your
nearest pass office and get a new
pass. But remember to take your old
pass with you."
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After the news I looked at Cisco. He
was very quiet and I knew that he was
not happy. "Batho ba, ba phapha," he
said crying. "Do you think that I can
give them my pass? Hm?They mean to
say that we will not have any braai
tomorrow. No, no, no."

"Ek se, gents," said Bra Okapi, "I
must go home. Otherwise I will meet
bosiyayinyova'. The emergency does
not scare those boys' phela'. No-one
spoke as Tito and Cisco followed him
out.

The next time I saw Okapi he was in
town. He was wearing old, dirty over-
alls. At first I did not know him. But
when I saw his shoes, I knew that it
was Bra Okapi.

"Hey, mfo," Okapi said. "Do not call
me by my name. The cops are after
me. They say I told people to burn their

passes. But I did not." Then Okapi
walked away quickly.

When I got home that day, I went to
visit Cisco. I knocked on his door for a
very long time. Then someone asked
who was there. I said, "Ke nna, Tho-
mas." Then the door opened. I found
Cisco's mother inside. "Cisco, come
out. It is Thomas," his mother called.
Cisco came out of the fridge. He
looked as white as snow.

"Man, I am in hiding. I hear a lot of
people are in hiding or missing, so I
decided to go into hiding myself,"
Cisco said. "I have been in that fridge
since this morning. Yesterday Iwas
under my bed for the whole day." I
asked Cisco why he was hiding. "Ke
fashion', monna." said Cisco. If you
are not hiding, ubhari."

But Cisco came with me to visit Tito.

A DOMPAS BRAAI
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When we got to Tito's house we saw
the door of a coal box close by itself. I
was very surprised. So I looked inside.
I found a 'vuilpop'. Just as I was about
to hit him, the 'vuilpop' said, "Please
Thomas, don't 'moer' me. It's me, Tito'.'
"When I looked again, I saw it was
Tito.1 asked Tito why he was hiding.
He said, "Everyone is hiding. Cisco
was hiding. Bra Okapie is hiding. So I
decided to hide too." Then Tito got out
of the box and washed himself.

"Gents," I said to them, "I have just
bought my girlfriend a necklace in

town." They both looked hard at me as
if I said something bad. Tito almost
fainted. "Mfo, do you mean that you
no longer love your girlfriend?" he
asked.

"Oh, now I see why you are surprised.
I bought her a real necklace, not a tyre.
Besides I do not think it is right to burn
people alive," I said to them. Then
they looked happy.

We stayed at Tito's pozzie' and
listened to music. There wasn't any-
thing else to do. Heyta daar. Until next
time.

The Fighting Prince - Arthur Mayisela. Superstar Paul Ndlovu.

BIiMBIINI Iff/UtB
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ENGLISH LESSON
Simon was sitting in his hostel room. He
was tired and lonely. He longed to see his
wife, Zanele, and his children. He longed
to feel Zanele's arm around him, chasing
his tiredness away.

While Simon was thinking of his family,
his friend Watson came up to him. He
brought Simon a letter. Watson waited
while Simon read the letter.

"What's the matter, Simon? Bad news?"
asked Watson.

"My first born needs school fees and my
last born is sick. So Zanele needs money
and I don't have any," Simon told Wat-
son. "I wish I could be with them. I wish I
could help Zanele more."

Simon felt sad and angry. Then he
looked at the other men in the room -
some were sleeping, some reading,
some were out. Simon knew everyone
had problems. All of them were far away
from their wives and children.

"Twenty men sharing one room - it is no
good," Simon said to Watson. "This is no
way to live. All we do is work and sleep,
sleep and work."

"Find a girlfriend," said Watson. "Then
you won't feel so bad. Themba has two
girlfriends. He never feels sad and lonely
anymore."

"But Themba does not send money
home anymore," said Simon. "Themba
is no good. I do not want to be like
Themba."

"Maybe Themba is lonely and needs
girlfriends," said Watson. "You are lucky.
KwaZulu is not far. You go home every
month. But Themba's family is in the
Transkei. Themba can only go home on
his leave."

Simon looked at Zanele's letter again. "I
do not know, Watson. You are right. Life
is harder for Themba." Simon was quiet.
He thought about his family. And he wor-
ried about where he was going to find the
extra money that they needed.

UNDERSTANDING THE STORY

1 Where is Simon?
2 Why does his wife want money?
3 Where does his family live?
4 How many men share a room in the

hostel?

5 How many girlfriends does Themba
have?

6 When does Simon see his family?
7 Can Simon find extra money?

ANSWERS
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DIFFICULT WORDS
fees - money you pay for school lonely - all by yourself
hostel- a building where contract wor- extra - more
kers live difficult - hard

See if you can use the words in these sentences:
1 Mineworkers live in a at 3 Bongiwe pays R2 a year for school

the mine.

2 If we work overtime we get
____ money.

4 People feel away from
their families.

5 It is to get a job today.

ANSWERS
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MAKE NEW WORDS

JOIN THE WORDS FROM A TO WORDS FROM B
AND MAKE NEW WORDS. \Nt. HA\J£ DONE THE: fiRST ONE.

A B
OVER v-. END
SUN ~TIME
WEEK OUT
W\TH DAY
FOOT THING

NO BALL

HERE ARE THE ANSWERS.
~9N\H.LON~11V$jl00.-:l ~lnOHliM ~aN3)t33M.~A'v'GNnS:~WI1~3AO
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FIND THE WORDS
Look at the letters. Words ore hdden in the letters.
1ry to find the words. Praw a line under each word.
Look {or /7 words.

A V T L E A R N N T A Z
I S C H 0 0 L 0 Z D A Y
V I T 0 'vi N P G 0 L D D
H 0 T X D Vi 0 R K E A P
L I U N I 0 N X P A S S
T U N 0 P 0 L , C E M r

0 w A G E S E D E L V I
J B 0 S S K M U B U S D
L 0 X 0 V E R T I M E T
Y F 0 0 D V 0 Z I E V Q
5 G H U Z T I C K E T S
K 0 A L 0 V E T P V 0 T

HERE ARE THE WORbS.

(31\01 '"S'l:j)IJLL ~aOOj'3WLUi3AO "sng '~~08'S~9't/M
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LOOK AT THIS PICTURE
AND THIS ONE

HOW MANY BlJSSE.S CAN YOU SEE?

CA~ YOU SEE ANV TAX\S?
CAN YOU S~E A WOMAN WO~K1NC?
WHERE DO YOV THIN\{ TH~ PJ::OPl.~
IN TH~ TRuCK ARa GD\NG?

WHAT ts THE SAME: AEOU-r T~
TWO P\truRE$ ?
wtfAr \SDlff£R~N, ABooT THE
,wo 'PICT()R£S?

CAN vov "Rln~A ""t'lG\..E?
CAN YOJ1)Rl\lE A CAR?
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ON THE STREET

Bra Jake Khotle making pennies with his pennywhistle.
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One lunchtime I went out to buy some
food and to see what was happening
in the streets of Johannesburg. Noth-
ing much. Then I heard the sound of a
saxophone playing Satchmo's 'Down
by the Riverside'.

I walked towards the sound. There
was a group of people standing
around an old man. He was blowing
on something that looked like a cross
between a pennywhistle and a Coca
Cola tin on a stick. But the sound
coming out of it was the sound of a
saxophone.

PENNIES IN A HAT
I waited till the old man stopped play-
ing and the crowd around him started
to move off. Some people threw a few
pennies into the old man's hat. When
everyone had gone, I spoke to the old
man.

The player of the strange musical in-
strument agreed to tell me his story.
So he picked up his hat - it was made
out of leather. He emptied the money
out of it and put it on his head. And off
we went back to my office.

When we got to the office, the old man
sat down on a chair and took out his
tobacco. Then he said, "Can I get
some paper to roll a cigarette?" I gave
him a piece of paper, and, as he was
rolling his tobacco, he started to tell
me his story.

A HOMEMADE CIGARETTE AND A
HOMEMADE SAXOPHONE
"Myname isJake Khotleand Iam amu-
sician," the saxophone player said."1
was a good musician in my time. I
played before lots of people. I played
at smart clubs where one got free

LEARN AND TEACH

beers, ousies, alles! But that was a
long time ago.-

"Now I play music on street corners-
'piece jobs' I call it," Jake said as he
puffed on his homemade cigarette.
His smoke was blowing into my face,
so I looked aside. And there was
Jake's instrument. ,

•
When Jake saw me looking at his
instrument, he quickly started to talk
about it, instead of himself. "I call
these tins 'sound boosters," he said.
"They make the sound of the instru-
ment louder. And they also change the
sound" Jake picked up the instrument
and he started playing. The tins really
made the sound louder. But then Jake
put a new tin on his instrument and it
sounded different. First it sounded like
a tenor saxophone, then it sounded
like an alto saxophone.
Bra Jake at the Learn and Teach office.
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Bra Jake's feet get more fresh air than they need. But the magic is in his socks
- where he keeps "drums".

SWINGING TIMES
"OK, now let me tell you about my-
self," said Jake. "I was born in Kroon-
stad, in the Free State. My father was a
good musician. Everyone in town
knew him. They used to call him
"Klavier" which means piano in
Afrikaans. He also used to sing in a big
voice. So you can say that music was
in my blood.

"I started playing jazz back in 1948.
I played with a band called the 'The
Kroonstad Giants'. Then in 1959 we
came to the Transvaal to play for the
people.

I •

"After a few shows, a record company
called Trutone Records came to us.
They said we were good and and they
wanted to help us make a record."
Jake started laughing as he thought of
those days ...78 speed records!

JAKE'S BIG BREAK.
Then Jake went on, "The first record
we made was called "Seisoville

Kwela". I liked it very much because it
was my first record. But I also liked it
because I played with very good musi-
cians - guys like Strike Vilakazi, Allen
Kwela and Ray Sithole on double
bass.

"Ntemi Piliso was another musician I
liked very much. And I played with him
too. We even made a film. Ntemi,
another guy by the name of Lenny
Special and I played in it. We were go-
ing to be famous. But now I still
wonder what happened to that film. I
have never seen it!

"We had some good hits of our own in
those days. Hits like BT 410 and
Maokeng Special. But we also
loved to play the songs of other people
like Johnny Hodges,and Satchmo very
much."

A ONE MAN BAND
But today Jake is a one man band on a
street corner. With his different tins, he
makes his pennywhistle sound like
different types of saxophones.
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Jake's shoes are full of holes. His feet
get more fresh air than they need. But
the magic is in his socks. That is
where Jake keeps his 'drums'. Jake's
drums are made out of polish tins with
little stones in them.

As Jake plays, his foot hits the ground.
And that gives Jake the rhythm that he
needs. Then Jake thinks he is in those
big clubs again.

A LONELY SOMEBODY
Bra Jake is not married and he left
Kroonstad a long time ago. He does
not see much of his family these days.
He lives in someone's back yard - in
a shack in Sebokeng.

When Jake speaks of the good old
days, he is like my father. They always

speak of the good old days when
things cost a tikkie or a few shillings.
And the music and dancing was good.
Not like today with this funny
breakdance.

Life has been hard on poor old Jake.
Today he drinks a drop too much and
he is poor. He no longer gets free dops
on the house, and he has no friends
who love his music.

Now when Jake plays, some people
pass and some people stop and listen.
People do not know Bra Jake. But he
plays for them and they throw pennies
in his hat. And Jake just hopes that he
will make enough money to eat at
night.

Learn and Teach Publications
Please send me the next 8 copies of the magazine in the post.
I enclose a postal order for R5.oo. (People who live in Namibia,
Lesotho, Swaziland, Zimbabwe, Botswana, and Mozambique must
please pay R6.ooJ
NAME
ADDRESS

Send this form to:
LEARN and TEACH PUBLICATIONS
PO. BOX 11074
JOHANNESBURG 2000.
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A BIG STEP FORWARD

I i
•

On the 6th of February, 1941,about 40
people met in a house in Bloem
Street, Cape Town. One person
brought milk, one person brought tea,
another person brought biscuits,
another brought cake. It was a small
meeting but it was an important meet-
ing. By the time people finished their
tea, the first trade union for food wor-
kers was born. They called it the Food
and Canning Workers Union .

45 YEARS LATER
Forty five years later another meeting
was held in Cape Town which was very
important for food workers. Four
hundred food workers from factories
all over the country came together.

I l
~
I

j

I I
They came from different unions from
all over the country. There were
people from the old Food and Canning

30

Workers Union, from the Sweet, Food
and Allied Workers Union, from the
Retail and Allied Workers Union, from
General Workers Union of South
Africa, from General and Allied Wor-
kers Union.

This time people were not starting a
union for the first time. They came
from different unions. They came to
start one, big union from all the differ-
ent food unions in the country.

People came from all the different
unions. But their reason for coming
was the same - they all wanted one
big union for all food workers.

ONE STRONG UNION
Chris Dlamini was made President of
the new union. And Jan Theron was
made the general secretary of the new
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union. They told Learn and Teach why
it was so important that all the food
workers came together.

Chris said, "When we talked to the
bosses about problems in the facto-
ries, the bosses used to say, 'We work .
well with the other unions, why are you
giving us so much trouble?' "The
bosses also gave better wages to one
union than they did to the others. So
unions started to fight between them-

I "se ves.

"Atthe same time," said Jan, "there are
fewer and bigger bosses in the food in-
dustry. The big bosses were buyiflg up
the small food factories.This made the
bosses stronger. So we needed to be
stronger too."

LOTS OF HARD WORK
"We knew that unity is hard work,"
said Chris."So when our members
said we must all come together in one
union, we started to work together.
"Workers in different places had
branch meetings together. We made
plans for the new union. We talked
about our problems. And we started to
talk to the bosses together, not as
different unions, but as food workers."

AT THE MEETING
John Pici is a shop steward at Atwell
Baking Company in Cape Town. He
went to the big meeting. He said,
"There was a very good spirit at the
meeting. But sometimes it was
difficult. We said we were just food
workers from different places but peo-
ple sometimes forgot. They stood up
and said I am from Food and Canning,'
or I am from Sweet, Food. Then they

I

A meeting of the different food workers unions,
CapeTown, 1986.

remembered about the meeting and
they felt shy.

"We had a lot of problems to get a
name. Some people wanted the new
union to be the Food Workers Union of
South Africa. Others wanted Food and
Allied Workers Union - FAWU. In the
end we all voted, and most people
voted for FAWU.

"People also voted on the sign for the
union. We made different signs. We
showed them to all the people at the
meeting. All the signs had numbers.
Everyone chose no. 4."

SMALL DIFFERENCES
"One thing made our joining easier,"
said Jan." Everyone agreed that wor-
kers must control the new union. Wor-

31 LEARN ANDTEACH



c-[OF. THE:.,••.....
-JDllDJ

ItT I-

The birth of FAWU, one big trade union for all food workers.

kers must make all the important deci-
sions. But there are still small differ-
ences in the unions that must change.
In the Food and Canning Workers Un-
ion, each branch kept their own
money. But in Sweet, Food there was
only one bank account.

"The unions also organise different-
ly. Sweet, Food organises all the food
workers in one place. But Food and
Canning Workers Union organises all
the same kind of factories, like all the
bakeries, and all the mills. But we
hope that if we put our different ways
of working together, FAWU will get
stronger.' ,

But Jan said that a big union can be a
problem. "It is more difficult for wor-
kers to come together and make deci-
sions for the whole union.We must
work harder to make sure that workers
keep control overthe union."

FAWU AND COSATU

"We were all members of COSATU",
said Chris.' 'When COSATU started ,
everyone said unions that organise the
same kind of workers must come
together. So far only the food workers
and the transport worker have joined.

"We hope that our joining together will
help other unions in COSATU. We
don't say that people must all join like
we did - they can't. Different factories
have different problems. But we do
feel that people must want to join
together. Maybe when they see that
we have taken this big step forward,
they will see that it is not a bad thing.

"We are facing bad times now. If the
workers are going to be strong, they
must come together. And if COSATU is
going to be strong, it must be made
out of big, strong unions - not small,
weak ones."
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Every morning women get up early,
make food, clean and do the washing
- all before they go to work. And
when women leave home, they leave
worried. They worry about their
children - are they safe, is someone
looking after them, what are their
children doing?

And when the women come home,
there is more work to be done. Food
must be cooked, the dishes must be
washed and the children must get
some love. Women work twenty four
hours a day.

At work, some men whistle at women,
touch them and treat women like
pretty things made to play with.
Women are paid lower wages than
men. And many bosses do not like to

train women. They say women are
always going off and having babies.

Every day women are made to feel less
importantthan men. Women around the
world and in South Africa are fighting
against this. But often women's voices
are not heard.

In 1982 women from different parts of
Durban came together. They talked
about problems in their homes. They
spoke about women organising
together. In the end the women
decided to start a magazine.

The Durban women wanted a maga-
zine that would write about their
problems, about women in organisa-
tions, about children and health.
And that was how Speak started.
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Now many women write to Speak.
They tell Speak about their lives. They
talk about how difficult it is to be wives,
mothers and workers at the same
time. They say that men must help
with the housework. They must help
look after the children.

Speak also goes out to talk to women.
They spoke to the Foschini workers.
The women at Foschini were angry.
Workers were losing their jobs. But the
women at Foschini said they wanted to
share all the work. So everyone kept
their jobs, but everyone worked for a
shorter time.

Speak visited the Northlen women in
Phoenix. They told Speak how they
started their women's groups. And
how they then started to run play
schools for the children of working
mothers.

Schoolgirls from Kwa-Mashu told
Speak how they found it hard to be

I;
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peak _ a magazine for women, by women.
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girls. They said they had to help at
home, but their brothers did nothing.

In every magazine Speak has a story
about women's bodies and health.
Speak writes about skin lightening
creams, contraception and periods.
Speak says that women must know
about their bodies. Women must
choose what is good for them.

Speak says, "No people can be free
until the women are free." Speak
comes in Zulu and English. If you want
to get Speak, or if you want to write to
Speak about your problems, their
address is:

Speak Collective
P.O.Box 19375
Domerton
DURBAN
4015
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The McKenzie family when they were still living in England.
-- - - --

II LITTLE M WITII BI6 IIIJSCLIBS
Far away, in a country overseas called
New Zealand, Precious McKenzie
lives with his wife, Elizabeth and his
children. But Precious McKenzie was
not born in New Zealand. He was born
right here, in South Africa.

Few people remember Precious
McKenzie in South Africa today. But
Precious McKenzie is famous in many
other countries. Precious is a weight-
lifter. He has broken many records for
the heavy weights that he can pick up.
He has won many prizes - but he
won none of these prizes in South
Africa, the country of his birth.

Johnny Geduldt, an old weightlifter
and friend of Precious told us Pre-
cious's story. He told us how Precious
got from Durban where he was born to
being a world-famous weightlifter.

35

A PRECIOUS BABY
Precious was born on the 'coloured'
side of the Red Cross Hospital in Dur-
ban in 1936. His family was very poor
Precious was the fourth child of
Christine and Joseph McKenzie

Precious was very sick as a baby. He
got a very bad chest sickness - pneu-
monia. Everyone thought he would
die. Precious's mother took him from
doctor to doctor and from hospital to
hospital but no-one could cure the
baby.

Then someone told her about a Ger-
man woman who could heal any sick-
ness. And she did. Christine was so
happy to have a healthy baby that she
decided to call the baby Precious.
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NO HOME FOR PRECIOUS
But troubles were not over for the
McKenzie family. Soon after Precious's
first birthday, his father, Joseph, died.
Joseph was hunting crocodiles when
a hurt crocodile attacked and killed
him.

Christine was left to bring up the chil-
dren on her own. She found it too
difficult and she started to drink. So
Precious and his sister Gloria ended
up with the Welfare. The Welfare
found foster parents to look after
them.

As Precious grew, he started to do
gymnastics. He wanted to work in a
circus. " Precious was always a very
hard-working person," said Johnny.

"He wanted to be the best at every-
thing he did."

STEVE'S GYM
When Precious was nineteen years
old, a friend told him to go to Steve's
gym. They had all the training equip-
ment he needed. And they had a good
trainer called Kevin Stent. Here Pre-
cious met two brothers, Bobby and
Harry Webber. They were Springbok
weightlifters.

One day some visitors came to the
gym. Precious showed the visitors
some of his tricks. He joined the Web-
bers and he lifted weights for the first
time. Precious liked weightlifting. He
lifted more than he weighed himself-
135 pounds.
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Kevin told Precious that he must forget
about gymnastics and start weightlift-
ing all the time. Precious started to
train with the Webbers. Soon Precious
was lifting 200 pounds.

But Precious and the Webbers soon
stopped training together. The weight-
lifting union did not like black and
white weightlifters working together.
Precious was very sad when they left
the gym. But he had learnt a lot from
them.

PRECIOUS MEETS JOHNNY
Kevin gave Precious a book to train
from. But a book was not enough. Pre-
cious needed competition. And that
was when Johnny Geduldt met
Precious.

"I met Precious at a competition in
Kimberley," said Johnny. "I asked him
to come to Cape Town. He was doing
the same kind of lifting as I was - the
squat. In Cape Town he could train
with me. I was the middle-weight
champion of the Western Cape. And I
had a good coach called Ronnie
Eland.

"When Precious came to Cape Town,
we worked very hard. We used to lift
weights four times a week and do
gymnastics and exercises twice a
week. We also took part in lots of
competitions.

APARTHEID IN SPORT
"But the best time was when we were
training for the Olympic Games in
Rome in 1960. We trained very hard
because we wanted to beat the white
weightlifters. We wanted to lift weights
for our country. We wanted to be
Springboks.' ,

People were talking about apartheid
and sport. But Reg Honey, the Presi-
dent of the South African Olympic As-
sociation told the world that' 'any non-
white sportsperson good enough to
take part in the Olympic Games will
get a chance to do so."

"The trials to choose the Olympic
team were in the Cape Town Hall,"
Johnny told us. "But there were
separate trials - one for whites and
one for blacks. We also had to use
separate bathrooms and toilets. But
we had the same judges."

"I won the middle-weight division:'
said Johnny, "and Precious
won the bantam-weight division. But
when the team was chosen, it was an
all-white team. We couldn't believe it.
Eddie Gaffney was going to the Olym-
pics but Precious lifted better than him
any day."

THE END FOR PRECIOUS
In 1963 The South African Non-Racial
Olympic Committee held a weightlifting
competition. They wanted to show the
world that black weightlifters like Reg
Hlongwane, Precious and I were good
enough to go to the Olympic Games.
The Rand Daily Mail said this about
Precious, "Pound for pound he is the
best in the country of all races."

In 1964 the Olympics were in Tokyo.
This time when they chose the weight-
lifting team they could not leave Pre-
cious out. Precious could lift 675
pounds. We all thought that Precious
was going to be the first black
Springbok!
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But the weightlifting union told Pre-
cious he must wear a different blazer.
He could not travel together with the
rest of the team and he must join the
white weightlifting union. That was the
end for Precious.

ANEWHOME
Precious decided to leave. He said, "I
wanted to do my sport for South Africa
- the land of my birth, the country I
loved. But not like this. This was
insulting."

Precious went to England. At first life
was hard for him. But then he was
chosen for the English team. But even
that made Precious sad. "I thought
how come?," said Precious. "A little
while ago Iwas in Africa. I was born in
Africa. Why wasn't Iwinning medals
for my own country?"

"SIR" PRECIOUS
But at the same time Precious felt
proud. "I was proud to belong to a
country like England," said Precious.
"The colour of my skin did not count
here - only what I could do."

Precious won many trophies and
prizes as a weightlifter. He broke many
records and won 3 gold medals. And
the queen made him a sir in 1974.
"But," said Precious, "even with all
this success, my wife and I still want to
live in South Africa."

"But I don't want to go back to Apart-
heid. I don't want to go back and be
told I can weightlift here but not there. I
think that Apartheid in sport is chil-
dish. It is like a group of children fight-
ing over marbles. But I hope that one
day anyone will be able to play their
sport in South Africa - and feel
proud."

PreviousMckenzie with all his medals from weightlifting.
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LETTERS
from our readers
Dear Learn and Teach
We are asking for a donation to build a school in
Middelburg, Transvaal. Our school has no class
rooms. We use tin houses for classrooms but they
are too small. In winter they are too cold and in sum-
mer they are too hot.

E.M.Meje (Principal)
MIDDELBURG

Thank you very much for your letter. We are sorry
that we cannot donate any money now. But we
hope that the South African Council of Churches
will help you. We spoke to them and they said you
must write them a letter. Their address is: The
Director of Interchurch Aid, SACC, P.O.Box 4921,
Johannesburg, 2000. Maybe some of our readers
can also donate some money. If you want to
donate money to this school, please write to: The
Principal, Private Bag X1572, Middelburg, 1050.

Dear Learn and Teach
Please send me the next 8 copies of Learn and
Teach. And please send me your calendar.

Sonny Mabuafeela
MMABATHO

Thank you very much for your letter. We do not
have calendars at the moment. But we are going
to make calendars at the end of the year for next
year. You will be one of the first people to get it.

Dear Learn and Teach
Thank you for your magazine. A lot of your stories
teach us things. Ilike your story about Thomas
speaking to abomantshingelani. The story is like my
life. I also work as a night watchman. I want to join a
union but I do not know what union to join. I am wor-
ried about working twelve hours a day. Please help
me. I am sorry about my poor handwriting.

Hamilton Hadebe
BRAAMFONTEIN

Thank you for your letter. There is nothing wrong
with your handwriting. We read your letter easily.
You must go and speak to the Transport and
General Workers Union. They organise watch-
men. Their address is: Cosatu House, Cm Jeppe
and End Streets, Johannesburg. We hope that
they will help you.

Dear Learn and Teach
I have a problem. I am Ndebele by birth. My father is
Ndebele and my mother is Tswana. In 1982, I took
my mother's surname. I have a Bophuthatswana
passport. Now I want to change my Bophuthat-
swana passport because my father is angry with me.
How can I apply for a South African passport? I will
be happy if you can help me.

Andrew Dlamini
RUSTENBURG

Thank you very much for your letter. The law
says that if your mother and father were married
in court or in church, then you must have your
father's surname. If you were born before your
parents got married then you can apply to change
your surname into your father's surname.
So, before you even start applying for the South
African passport, you must first change your sur-
name. Otherwise you will still have your mother's
surname and all the documents will have your
mother's surname on them. You can change your
surname at your nearest offices of the
Commissioner.

Dear Learn and Teach
I have a problem and I hope you can help me. I
worked for East Rand Mines from 1969 to the end of
1981. I was transferred to another mine in Crown
Mines in 1981. I workedthere until 1984 and all the
time I worked there I was not paid a cent. I com-
plained to the head office in Booysens. The people
at the head office took my address and they told me
to wait. I have not heard from them until today. And
now I am broke - I need some money. Please help
me.

Awen Mpengesi
BERTSHAM

Thank you very much for your letter. The people
who will help you with your problem are the Na-
tional Union of Mineworkers. We give their
address in the answer to the next letter. We hope
that they help you to get your money.

Dear Learn and Teach
Please tell me where I can get a business licence. I
would like to start a small business selling sweets,
cigarettes, polish and steel wool.

Veronica Mvemve
SEBOKENG

Thank you for your letter. You can write to or visit
the Small Business Development Centre at this
address: 5 Wellington Road, Parktown, Johan-
nesburg.Or you can phone them at this number:
643-7351.
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Dear Learn and Teach
Greetings and congratulations to all readers and
staff of Learn and Teach. I am interested in African
music. I would like to write to a group in Lesotho
called Sankomota. Please give me their address.

Jacob Simons Kgwadiba
AFRICA

Thank you for your letter. Sankamota are in Lon-
don right now. You can write to them there. Their
address is: TSAFRIKA Productions, Room 114,14
Peto Place, London WW1, 40.T.

Dear Learn and Teach
Please send me the address of Dr Manas Buthelezi.
He is the chairperson of the South African Council of
Churches.

Joseph Choma
STEELPOORT

Thank you for your letter. You can write to Dr
Buthelezi at this address: P.O.Box 32413, Braam-
fontein, 20"17.

Dear Learn and Teach
Please help me. In February 1985, I bought a car
from a scrapyard. Then I took my car to some people
to fix. When I went to collect my car, they said lowe
them R200-50. I gave them R90-00 as a deposit.
They said they will take the car to the testing
grounds so that I can change the name of the car to
mine. Then they told me that my car will not pass the
test at the testing grounds. They said I should trade-
in my car. So I sold the car for R1000-00. And then I
bought another car from them and they said I must
give them R550 on top of the R1000-00. But I never
got my car. Now I am out of work. I do not have
money for my instalments on the new car. I went
back to those people to tell them that I cannot pay
my instalments because I am not working anymore. I
told them I wanted my money back. They told me I
cannot get my money because I waited too long be-
fore I told them.1 want to know if I can fight to get my
money back.

Simon Mashiane
VAN DERBYLPARK

Thank you very much for your letter. We think
that you can fight to get your money back. There
are lawyers who can help you with this problem.
You can go to the Law Clinic, University of the
Witwatersrand,1 Jan Smuts Avenue, Braamfon-
tein. The clinic is in the West Campus of the
University. We hope that you will get your money
back.

Dear Learn and Teach
Please help me. On the 14th of June this year, I was
unlawfully arrested at Ellisras. Police thought I was a
suspect and then they arrested me. They investigat-
ed the case and at the end they found that I was not
guilty. But still they fined me R30 or 10 days. What
can I do?

Philemon Maswanganyi
ENKELBULD

We are sorry to hear about your story. There is
very little we can do about your arrest because
you did not give us enough information in your
letter. We need to know what you were doing
when you were arrested, who arrested you,
where you were held, who fined you R30. We can
only help you if you write and tell us all this infor-
mation. We hope to hear from you soon.

Dear Learn and Teach
I am one of the accused in a court case. My friend,
Hendrick Mabula, is the other accused. My problem
is that I have a lawyer but Hendrick does not have a
lawyer. Can you please help my friend get a lawyer?

Freddy Selebano
VI LJOENSKROON

Thank you very much for your letter. We think
that your friend needs a lawyer. There is a place
called the Legal Aid Bureau. There they will get
him a lawyer to go to court to defend him. Their
address is Legal Aid Bureau, 95 Commissioner
Street, Johannesburg. We hope that the people
there will help your friend.

Dear Learn and Teach
Will you please help me? I worked in Bafokeng
mines for seven years. Earlier this year, there was a
strike at our mine. Then the bosses sent us home.
After fourteen days, some workers were called to
sign new contracts. When I went to the bosses, they
told me that I was 'blacklisted' from the mine. They
gave me my blue card. The card said I worked in the
mines from 1983 until 1986. But it is not true. I
worked at the mine from 1977 until 1986. They did
not even give me my long service bonus and my
pension fund. Please help me with this problem.

Elijah Mahlangu
WONDERBOOM

Thank you for your letter. We think that you must
go and speak to the National Union of
Mineworkers. You must speak to someone called
Blackie Mtshontaisa there. Their address is 1st
Floor, Cosatu House, Corner Jeppe and End
Streets, Johannesburg, 2001. They will help you.
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Dear Learn and Teach
I hope that what I ask does not sound silly. And I
hope that you will take my question seriously. I want
you to print what was said during the Rivonia trial. I
especially want Mr Mandela's speech. I was very lit-
tle at the time. But I still feel that Mr Mandela was
speaking for me too. I want my son and daughter to
grow up knowing about the heroes and history of
this country. The last thing that I want is this. I want
you to put a picture of Mr Mandela in your magazine
because I do not have one to show my family.

Phuthiatsana
WITSIESHOEK

Thank you for your letter. We are sorry to say that
we cannot print what was said at the Rivonia Trial
- that would take a whole book. Even Mr Mande-
la's speech is very long. We will give you a little
now and we will send you the whole thing in the
post. We have also put the only picture which we
are allowed to use in the magazine. We hope that
this is enough for you.

Dear Learn and Teach
I am very angry, here at Piet Retief Kemp Mill. I
studied in Swaziland and I finished my Form 5
(Standard 10). But I am paid R7,82 per day. I told my
manager that my wages are too little. I told him that I
wanted an increase.He did not refuse. He promised
me that he would give me an increase. But I have
never received extra money. Now I am so angry that
my mind is full of scorpions. What can I do?

Jeffrey Shandu
PIETRETIEF

Dear Jeffrey
Thank you for your letter. We are sorry to hear
about your problems. We also think your wages
are very low. But you must talk to your boss. The
best thing is not to talk to your boss alone. What
doother workers at Kemp Mill think about their
wages? If they are also unhappy with them, then
you can all talk to your boss together. Or you can
get a union to help you when you talk to your
boss. The union that works with mill workers is:
Paper, Wood and Allied Workers Union, 5th floor,
Cosatu House, Cm Jeppe arid End Streets,
Johannesburg ,2001. We wish you good luck.

Dear Learn and Teach
I hope you will help me. I want to be ajournalist but I
don't know what to do. I am doing Standard Nine at
Veritas Secondary School.
Joseph Mbongo
MEADOWLANDS

Thank you for your letter. If you want to be a jour-
nalist, you can speak to the Star newspaper.
They run courses for people while they work.

Their telephone number is 633-9111. You can also
do a journalism degree at Rhodes University.
Their address is:
P.O.Box 94
Grahamstown
6140.

Dear Learn and Teach
I want to join your school, ALP. I am an adult of 27
years and I finished Standard 5 at school. I want to
join ALP because I want to know about South Africa,
and unions. I also want to learn to read and write in
English. I am a member of the Chemical Workers
Industrial Union (CWIU).Please help me.

Ezra Mohlakane
SECUNDA

Dear Ezra
Thank you very much for your letter. We are sorry
to tell you that ALP - the Adult Learning Project-
is in Cape Town. But we will give your letter to the
other people at Learn and Teach. They teach
people to read and write in English. We hope that
they help you.

Dear Learn and Teach
My father has a problem. He worked in Modderfon-
tein for 24 years. He worked for a company called
AECI. In 1984, he resigned and AECI promised him
a pension. But when he goes to collect his pension
sometimes they give him nothing. Sometimes they
give him R8o. I am worried about my father. Please
help me, Learn and Teach.

Alpheus Mphahlele
KWA:rHEMA HOSTEL

We are very sorry to hear about your father. We
are not sure if your father was promised a pen-
sion or UIF. If your father got a pension then you
can claim your father's money from AECI. But if
your father left the job without a pension, then
there is nothing we can do. The law says that you
must claim your UIF within 9 months. If you apply
after 9 months, then you are going to lose all your
money. If you still need more information please
write to Industrial Aid Society, Camperdown
Building, 99 Polly Street, Johannesburg, 2001.

Write to us at:
~O. Box 11074
ITohannesburg
2000.
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••
Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela

Part of Mr Mandela's Speech
I have done whatever I did, both as an individual
and as a leader of my people, because of my ex-
perience in South Africa ... ln my youth in the
Transkei, I listened to the elders of my tribe tell-
ing me stories of the old days. Among the tale
that they related to me were those of the war
fought by our ancestors in defence of the father-
land.1 hoped then that life might offer me the op-
portunity to serve my people and make my own
humble contribution to their freedom struggle.
This is what has motivated me in all that I have
done in relation to the charge made against
me ....

~ -
Thanks to Bureau of Information for the picture.

During my lifetime, I have dedicated myself to
this struggle of the African people. I have fought
against white domination, and I have fought
against black domination. I have cherished the
ideal of a democratic and free society in which all
persons live together in harmony and with equal
opportunities. It is an ideal which I hope to live
for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal
for which I am prepared to die.
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