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EDITORIAL

"When the history of a free Namibia is written one day, SWAPO will go down
as having stood firm where others have wavered, that it sacrificed for the

sacred cause of the liberation where others compromised." - Sam Nujoma,
President of SWAPO.

WE dedicate this issue of Learn and Teach to the people of Namibia who
stand today on the threshold of independence after more than 100 years of

struggle against colonialism and oppression.

We honour the thousands of people who gave their lives in the noble cause of
freedom. We salute those who have served long sentences in prison, those who

. spent many painful years in exile and all those who made sacrifices in many other
ways so that their country could be free. .

And we pay tribute to SWAPO who - for the past 29 years - have fought a bitter
struggle that paved the way to liberation in Namibia. It was SWAPO, as Sam
Nujoma has said, that sacrificed when others wavered.
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We hope that this magazine does justice to the heroic struggle of the Namibian
people.

With the election just two months away, now is the time for all freedom-loving
people to come out in support of SWAPO and to highlight all that is good and
positive about the party. There is indeed much to be positive about.

When we visited Namibia - although we were only there for a short time - we
were very much impressed by the SWAPO comrades we met. We were
impressed by their discipline. For the cadres, SWAPO's code of conduct for the
election campaign is a living document. It calls for discipline, integrity and
committment. And that is what we saw.

We also saw a real desire for peace on the part of SWAPO comrades. They have
paid a heavy price for their freedom and there is much to be bitter about - but we
saw no sign of a wish for revenge.

Instead, we only heard SWAPO comrades talk of reconciliation and a future free
from oppression. They talk of a future that belongs to all Namibians - including
whites, and all those who fought against SWAPO in the past.

It was, however, also while we were in Namibia that some negative stories began
to emerge about SWAPO - allegations that SWAPO detained some of its
members, that some were ill-treated, and that some are missing.

As friends and supporters of SWAPO, let us just say that we are sure that
SWAPO comrades themselves are aware of the weaknesses that may exist in
their organisation - and that we are confident that SWAPO will attend to these
problems in a disciplined and accountable manner.

We hasten to add that when the full history of the Namibian struggle is finally
written, it will be KOEVOET and the SADF that will stand accused for atrocities
against the Namibian people.

But now is the time to look to the future.

We must stand, as always, in solidarity with SWAPO and the Namibian people.
We must give them extra support until the scars of war are healed. We must
commit ourselves fully to helping our brothers and sisters rebuild their country. We
must always remember that their struggle is our struggle. It will always be so.

Finally, we wish to take this opportunity to wish SWAPO every success in the
coming election.

Viva SWAPO! Victory is Certain!
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"ALERTNAMIBIA"(sungtothemelody of"NkosiSikelel' i Africa")
,
5'I t.AI.ertNamibia to win freedom,
~ In unity and solidarity

YouwilLbeborn anew Namibia
Free.from oppression
Free from exploitation

Sons and daughters of Namibia
For too long a time we were oppressed
Solid we..must stand inunity
Fighting for freedom
Freedom and justice

Chorus:
We shall liberate - Namibia
We shall liberate- Namibia
Our country
Namibia our motherland
Namibiawe love thee!

3. Honour to the heroes of Namibia
Glory to their blood and bravery
We give our love.and loyalty
For their blood sustains us
To fight till victory

4.You will be free for ever our nation
Glory isto you our Namibia
Alert Namibia march to freedom
With your sons and daughters
With your sons and daughters

Chorus:
Namibia, our country
Namibia, our country
Namibia, Namibia our motherland
Namibia, we love thee!
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NAMIBIA EACTS.HEET
SIZE: Namibia is the 15th largest country in Africa. ltistwo-thirds the size of South Africa.
Including Walvis Bay, Namibia is 824 268 square kilometres.

POPULATION: About one and a half million people live in Namibia.
70% of the population live in the North.

BIGGEST CITY: Windhoek (120 000 people)

LANGUAGES: Oshivambo is spoken by half the population. Other languages are
Kwanyama, Herero, Nama, English, Afrikaans, German. Atthe moment, English and
Afrikaans are the official languages.

INCOME PER PERSON: Inthe towns, white people earn 12 times more than black
people and in the rural areas, whites earn 25 times more than blacks.

RELIGION: 70% of the population are Christians and belong to the Lutheran church, the
Roman Catholic church or the Anglican church.

ECONOMY:
a) Main Exports and Imports
The main exports are uranium, diamonds, other minerals and cattle.
Namibia's main imports are food, drink, petrol, fuel, machinery, equipment and
vehicles.

Namibia's main trading partners are South Africa, Switzerland and West Germany.

b) Main Industries
The main industries are fish processing, meat canning, production of mining equipment
and tyre remoulding.

c) Minerals, Agriculture and Fishing
The main minerals are diamonds, copper, salt, silver, lead and uranium.
There is cattle and sheep farming. The pelts of the Karakul sheep are exported.

The main food crops are millet, maize, wheat, vegetables, cotton and sorghum,
Fish caught in Namibian waters include mackerel, anchovy, herring, pilchard
and lobster.

EDUCATION: In 1981, less than 2% of black adults had reached secondary school.
Only 1% of adults had completed secondary school, while 12% had completed
primary school. 60% of the people could read and write in 1980.

HEALTH: Black people are expected to live between 42 and 52 years and white people
between 68 and 72 years.
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A Short
History of
Namibia

The history of Namibia is a
history of struggle - first against
German colonialism and then
against South African
occupation.

In this short history of Namibia,
we look at some of the most
important moments in Namibia's
long struggle against foreign
domination.

Inthe days before the Dutch, British and
German settlers came, the land which

we now call Namibia was home to many
communities of people. The first people to
live in this huge dry country were the San,
known as the "Ovakuruvehi" - the
ancient ones.

Later, long before the Europeans drew
their lines on maps and said "this land is
our land", other African people came to
settle in Namibia. The Hereros and
Damaras, Ovambos and Namas,
Kangwali and Mbunza, and many others
lived side by side, mostly in peace with
each other.

In the 18th century, other people began to
arrive from the Cape - first the Orlams
and the Rehobothers. By the end of the
1700s, the first whites traders had arrived,
bringing with them guns which they traded
for land and food.

During the 19th century, new settlers from
Holland and Germany began to arrive in

big numbers, taking for themselves land
and precious water. There was not
enough good land and water for everyone
and this led to fighting between the
people. As more settlers arrived, so did
the missionaries. Soon, European
governments, particularly the British and
the Germans, were wanting to take all of
Namibia as a colony.
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BOTSWANA

THE GERMANS TAKE CONTROL

In 1876, the British took Walvis Bay but it
was the Germans who took the rest of
Namibia. In 1883, Adolf Luderitz made an
agreement with a chief that gave the land
around Luderitz to the Germans. In 1885,
the Germans brought soldiers to take full
control of the whole country, except the
land in the far north.

The strongest Namibian groups at that
time were the Nama, led by Hendrik
Witbooi and the Herero, led by Chief .
Maharero and later by his son, Samuel
Maherero.

Herero and Nama groups resisted the
German invasion, but by 1894 the
Germans, with their guns and their
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military training, defeated the resistance
and made Namibia a German colony.

THE 1904-1907
WAR OF
RESISTANCE

that the Herero must be destroyed as a
nation. "

~ THE BATTLE OF! HAMAKARI

On 11 August 1904,
The Germans the Germans killed
continued to take thousands of Herere
more and more land men, women and
from the people and children in a battle at
give it to German Hamakari. Some
settlers frem Europe. escaped to Botswana
By 1903, the Herere through the Kalahari
people had been desert but many died
robbed of more than on their way across
half of thei r land and the harsh, sun-baked
one year later, they sands. Others fled
rose up against the north where they
Germans. Samuel Chief Samuel Maharero (1854-1923) were helped by Chief
Maharero declared war and wrote a letter Nehale of the Ondonga community. Many
to the new German governor, Leutwein, more died after they were taken prisoner
telling him why: and used as slave labour on the railways.

"The war has been started by the
Whites. You yourself know how many
Hereros have been killed by White
people, particularly by traders with
guns, and in prisons ... (And so) I
became angry and said - now I must
shoot the Whites even though I die".

The Damara and the Nama soon joined
the Herere in the struggle. The Ovambo
did not join the fighting because the
Germans had not taken their land in the
north, but they did give shelter to people
fleeing from the south.

At the start of the war, Samuel Maherero
ordered that no women, children or
unarmed whites should be attacked. But
the German General von Trotha did not
care who he killed. He ordered that:

"Inside German territory every Herero
tribesman, armed or unarmed, with or
without cattle, will be shot ... I believe

By the end of 1905, more than 60 000
Hereres had been killed and half the
Damaras and the Namas were also dead.
Even so, the people fought on until 1907
when they were finally forced to give up.

The Germans took all the remaining good
land from the defeated people and gave it
to German settlers. They did not allow the
people to keep cattle and they executed
chiefs and headmen.

A LIFE OF SLAVERY

After the people lost their land, they were
forced - by a system of pass and
vagrancy laws - to work for the
Germans. Some were sent to white
farms, where conditions were terrible and
workers were paid starvation wages.

Others, mainly people from the north, had'
to go to the Tsumeb copper mine, which
opened in 1906 and to the diamond
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A group of Herere photographed in 1904, after the German General Von Trotha ordered
that the Herero people should be "exterminated".

mines around Luderitz on fixed-term SOUTH AFRICA TAKES OVER
contracts. By 1910, over 10 000 Ovambo
contract workers were already coming
south to work on the mines and railways.
Working conditions were terrible and
wages were very low. The men lived in
compounds, almost like prisoners, cut off
from their families.

The Germans made sure that Namibians
could not easily escape these conditions of
slavery. The people were not trained to do
anything else. There was almost no
education. The Lutheran missionaries
taught only the Bible and some German -
they were not allowed to teach reading and
writing.

Herero chief Frederick Maherero said:

"The Germans fought us and took
away our land. They converted us to
Christianity but did not want to give us
any education or to help us to
advance. The Germans were afraid of
the Herero people. They did not want
them to learn .... as we want today. "

In 1914, the First World War broke out in
Europe and Britain asked South Africa to
invade Namibia and take it from the
Germans. This they did. In 1918 the
Germans were defeated in Europe and
the war ended.

Soon after, many countries came together
to form the League of Nations with the
aim of preventing another world war. They
also had to decide what to do with
Germany's colonies like Tanganyika
(Tanzania) and Namibia.

In 1921 the League of Nations gave
South Africa a mandate to administer
Namibia. South Africa was entrusted to
govern Namibia and to lead the country to
independence as soon as possible.

The mandate said that South Africa:

"Shall promote to the utmost the
material and moral well-being, and the
social progress of the inhabitants of
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the Territory ... no forced labour is
permitted except for essential public
works and services, and then only for
adequate remuneration. "

South Africa has ruled Namibia ever since
that time. It has treated Namibia as if it
was a part of South Africa, ignoring what
the mandate said.

When South Africa first took control of
Namibia, many Namibians thought that
the South Africans would give them back
their land. They were wrong. Generals
Jan Smuts and Louis Botha soon took
more land from the Namibians and gave it
to Afrikaner settlers. In this way, and in
almost every other way possible, the
South Africans went against the League
of Nations mandate. The South Africans
broke the trust which the mandate had
given them. They began to set up the
same kind of racist government in
Namibia as they had in South Africa.

"HOMELANDS" FOR NAMIBIA

The first step was to put Africans in
reserves. In 1923 the South African

government passed a law which gave
Africans in Namibia only two million
hectares of land out of a total of 57
million. This land was dry land that was
no good for cattle or farming.

By 1937, all the people had been moved
into the reserves. Like the homelands in
South Africa, there were no jobs in the
reserves. In order to survive, people were
forced to go to the mines, the railways,
the farms and the factories in the "white"
areas. On top of this, South Africa did not
pay for proper housing, education and
health services for people in the reserves.

All workers had to report to special labour
recruiting organisations. Vinnia Ndadi,
who is today a member of SWAPO's
national executive, was one of those
workers. He describes what happened at '
the labour recruiting organisation:

"I was very young - still seventeen in
fact. I wanted to continue school, but
had instead to think of work. One day I
walked to the recruiting station at
Ondangwa. They laughed and sent me
back home saying I was too weak. I

Namibian contract workers were taken to their Jobs In cattle cars.
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was sent back
like this four
times before
they finally
accepted me.

will fight till my
last bullet Is
spent."

The South African
army, helped by

"After our the Portuguese in
. physical Angola, attacked

examinations Mandume. They
(they treated us killed over a
like cattle), they hundred of his
graded the very people and
strong and chopped off the
healthy ones '~ chief's head.
boys", those Satisfied, the
with good health South African
but not very administrator
strong "8 boys" said: "The country
and the is now entirely
youngest and calm." But the
weakest "c country was not
boys". I was A South African farmer In Namibia calm. Other
tagged with a number and my "O" people were also resisting -like the
classification. Bondelswart community, the Ukuambi

and the Rehobothers. Each time, their
resistance was put down with guns and
arrests.

"Finally, they gave you a job.
"Johannes! You're going to milk the
cows on X farm! Samuel! You'll work
on the Tsumeb mines! And so on. You
couldn't refuse."

Not only did workers have no choice
about where they were going to work,
they also did not know how many hours
they would have to work, or even how
much pay they would get!

RESISTANCE TO THE SOUTH AFRICANS

South African colonial rule was so harsh
that it did not take long before the people
started resisting. The first resistance was
when Chief Mandume of the Ukuanyama
tribe refused to surrender to the South
Africans.

"If the English want me, " he said, "1am
here and they can come and fetch me. I

One Boer soldier who was part of the
attack on the Bondelswart wrote:

"This is not pleasant work ... the people
are fighting for the same thing we
fought the English for twenty years
ago: freedom. That is all they want. "

Workers also fought back against South
African exploitation. There were many
strikes on the mines, in the factories, in
the fisheries and on the farms - but there
were no strong trade unions to unite the
workers and the police stepped in every
time to crush the strikers.

A big problem for the Namibian people
was that they were not united as one
nation. They fought the Boers separately
and so they were defeated.
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THE BEGINNINGS OF ORGANISATION

In the 1920's, organisations against South
African oppression started to grow. One
of these was the Universal Negro
Improvement Association (UNIA), whose
slogan was "Africa for the Africans".

Through this organisation, which started
in the United States, the message of
black unity and independence was spread
across the country. But the UNIA
collapsed in the late 1920s because of
police harassment and leadership
problems.

Another important organisation was the
Otjiserandu. This organisation was
formed on the 26 August 1923 at the
graveside of the Herero leader, Samuel
Maharero. Its aim was to unite the Herero
people, to honour those who had died in
the war against the Germans and to keep
alive the idea of freedom.

Soon more and more people from other
communities joined the Otjiserandu,
bringing together all the communities who
had fought in the 1904-1907 war of
resistance.

Organisations like UNIA and Otjiserandu
began to unite the Namibian people, but
they were not national organisations and
they did not have a programme of action
for the national liberation of Namibia. That
would come much later.

CHURCHES FOR THE PEOPLE

The churches also played an important
role in resisting South African oppression
of Namibians. Christians who were angry
at the way the Lutheran Church
supported South Africa, formed
independent churches, like the African
Methodist Episcopal church (AME) which
was formed in 1947.

The German Lutheran Church had taught
Namibians that they should be obedient
to the government. And if they suffered
hard lives in this world, they would have a
better life in heaven. But the new
independent churches worried about the
conditions of life in Namibia. They
preached against the injustice of the
exploitation of Namibians by South Africa.

Today the AME is still a powerful voice in
Namibia. Three of its leaders are also
leaders of SWAPO. The Rev B. G.
Karuaera and the Rev E. S. Tjirimuje are
both members of the Executive
Committee of SWAPO and the Rev H.
Witbooi is SWAPO's Vice-President.

NO TO BANTU EDUCATION!

The Germans and the South Africans
provided little education for the people of
Namibia. By 1940, there were only two
state schools in Namibia. And until 1960
there were no state schools at all in the
northern region, where over half of the
population live.

The Nationalists came to power in South
Africa in 1948. Five years later, they
passed the Bantu Education Act. Hendrik
Verwoerd, then the Minister of Native
Affairs, made it clear that the white
minority did not want blacks to have a
proper education. He said:

"There is no place ... for (the African)
in the European community above the
levels of certain forms of labour".

Verwoerd's kind of education was training
for servants. It was this Bantu Education
system that the South Africans imposed
on Namibia.

The Anglican and African Methodist
Episcopal (AME) churches, as well as the
SWA Teachers' Association all protested

10 LEARN AND TEACh



1
against Bantu Education. They tried to
start their own schools but were refused
permission. As a result, today Namibians
still have fewer educational opportunities
than almost any other country in Africa.

THE UN PETITIONS

At the end of World War Two in 1945, the
League of Nations became the United
Nations. The UN decided that all of the
colonies which had been under German
rule (the Cameroons, Togoland,
Tanganyika, Ruanda-Urundi and South
West Africa) should become independent.

But South Africa wanted to make Namibia
part of South Africa. They "consulted" with
puppet chiefs and headmen and told the
UN that 208 850 blacks were in favour of
Namibia becoming a part of South Africa
and only 33 520 were against the idea.

Genuine leaders in Namibia, led by Chief
Hosea Komombumbi Kutako asked for a
UN Commission to visit Namibia to see
for themselves, but South Africa refused
to allow this. They also refused passports
to leaders who wanted to go and address
the UN.

In December 1946, the UN voted against
Namibia becoming a part of South Africa.
They said that Namibians were not yet
ready to take such an important decision.
And they left it at that.

It was clear at this time that the
international community was not ready to
give full support to the Namibian people in
their struggle for independence. The
people of the country realised that the
future of the struggle for independence
lay in their own hands.

LESSONS FROM THE SOUTH

Many young Namibians were forced to

come to South Africa to study because
they couldn't get a decent education in
Namibia. The events of the 1950s -
such as the Defiance Campaign, the bus
boycotts and the protests against Bantu
Education and the Pass Laws - had a
big influence on these students. In
particular, they were influenced by the
work of the African National Congress
and its allies in the Congress Alliance, as
well as the banned South African
Communist Party.

The SWA Student Body (SWASB) was
formed to represent Namibian students in
South Africa during this time. They had
close links with the ANC and with people
in Namibia.

When these students returned to Namibia
they formed the SWA Progressive
Association, led by Uatja W. Kaukuetu.
They gained much support from pupils
and students in Namibia and some of
their members formed the first black
newspaper, South West News.

THE COMRADES MEET -IN A
BARBER'S SHOP!

In 1958 another organisation was formed
by Namibians living in South Africa. This
organisation was the Ovamboland
People's Congress (OPC) and was
formed by a group of Namibians in a
barber's shop in Cape Town. Many of
them were contract workers working on
the mines and railways in South Africa.

Andimba Ja Toivo led this group which
included Peter Mueshihange, Solomon
Mifima, Andreas Shipanga, Jackson
Kashikuka, Jacob Kuhangua and Maxton
Joseph Mutongolume.

The organisation's members also included
students, like Emil Appolus, Jariretundu
Kozonguizi and Ottilie Schimming
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Abrahams. Their original aim was to fight for
better living and working conditions for their
members in Cape Town.

The OPC had close links with the ANC
and the Congress Alliance and joined the
struggle against their common oppressor
- the apartheid regime. They demanded a
free and independent Namibia.

The OPC sent petitions to the United
Nations, the Pope and the Queen of
England. The Queen sent their petition
back saying they should give it to the
Governor in Cape Town!

The South Africans did not tolerate for
long these "cheeky bantus" from the
north. At the end of 1958, Ja Toivo was
deported back to Namibia from Cape
Town because of his political activities.
He left saying:

"I came here to study and to gain more
experience in political activity. I have
made many good friends, particularly
among members of the African
National Congress. It is now time to
return and to carryon the struggle in
my own country."

THE OPO IS FORMED

On 19 April 1959 the Ovamboland
People's Organisation (OPO) was formed
in Windhoek. It was a follow up to the
OPC. A young railway worker, Sam
Nujoma, was elected President and other
members included Louis Nelengani,
(Vice-President), Lucas Nepela and
Jacob Kuhangua.

Most of the members of OPO were
contract workers who came from
Ovambo, in the north. But right from the
beginning, the organisation opened its
doors to all Namibians. The OPO said
that it was fighting not only for the

Ovambos, but for all the people in
Namibia.

Together with the Herero Chiefs Council,
OPO formed SWANU - the South West
African National Union. OPO's President,
Sam Nujoma, was elected to the
executive of this new organisation. The
idea was to unite all Namibia's people in
one organisation. But there were soon
differences of opinion within SWANU and
so OPO decided to go it alone.

THE KATUTURA MASSACRE

Fresh from their experience of
anti-apartheid resistance in South Africa.
the young leadership in Namibia began
similar campaigns in Namibia in 1958-59.
They campaigned against the removal of
people from their homes to new
townships and dusty homelands.

The biggest campaign was against the
removal of people from the Old Location
in Windhoek to a new township which
became known as Katutura - "we have
no dwelling place".

On 4 December 1959, hundreds of
Namibian women marched on the
administration building to protest, and the
next day a boycott of busses and
beerhalls was organised. A few days
later, demonstrators were arrested
outside a beerhall. On 10 December
1959, a large crowd - many of them
women - gathered in front of the
administration office to protest.

Police arrived and fired on the crowd.
They killed 13 people and 54 people were
injured. One of those killed was Anna
Kakurukaze Mungunda. She was shot
after setting fire to the car belonging to
the white administrator of the Old
Location.
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The removal from the Old Location to Katutura in 1959

The UN condemned the shootings, but
the South African government, as usual,
blamed "troublemakers" for the massacre.
A wave of repression followed. SWANU
and OPO leaders were ordered out of
Windhoek. Many people were arrested,
homes were raided and documents
seized.

Shortly after the shootings, OPO
President, Sam Nujoma was detained. On
his release a week later he went into
exile, along with many other nationalist
leaders. OPO set up headquarters in the
ANC offices in Dar Es Salaam.

THE BIRTH OF SWAPO

Before the OPO leadership went into
exile, they had received letters from OPO
leader Mburumba Kerina in New York
asking them to consider changing OPO's
name. Kerina wrote to Ja Toivo, saying:

"1have been urging Mr Nujome to
change the name of the Ovamboland

People's Organisation into the South
West African National Congress. This
will give the organisation a national
character ... "

Soon after Nujoma and other leaders went
into exile, OPO decided to take Kerina's
advice. On 19 April 1960, OPO changed its
name to SWAPO - the South West Africa
People's Organisation. Nujoma tried to heal
the differences between SWAN U and
SWAPO but his efforts failed.

Inside Namibia SWAPO began a massive
recruitment campaign and thousands of
Namibians from all over the country
flocked to join. At the same time they
launched a campaign to win support from
the international community.

In June 1960, SWAPO's name was first
heard at the UN when Chief Kutako and
Chief Samuel Witbooi petitioned the UN.
In November 1960, other SWAPO
leaders, including Sam Nujoma
(President), Mburumba Kerina
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(Chairman), Ismael Fortune (Secretary
General) and Jacob Kuhuuangua
(Assistant Secretary General) spoke at
the UN. They told the world about their
vision of a free and democratic Namibia.

"SWAPO FOR FREEDOM!"

SWAPO's aims were to establish a free,
democratic government and to unite all
people in Namibia. They aimed at the
complete independence of Namibia and the
removal of all oppressive laws. They
demanded that all adults should have the
vote and the economy, education and social
foundations should be rebuilt to meet the
needs of the people. They were committed
to working towards the total freedom of the
African continent. SWAPO's aims remain
the same to this day.

SWAPO won wide support from many of
the member nations of the UN and from
the other African liberation movements.
Oliver Tambo, then the Deputy
President-General of the ANC and
Eduardo Mondlane, President of
FRELlMO, also petitioned the UN on
behalf of Namibians.

In 1946 there was one petition to the
UN. In 1960 there were 120 petitions.
The UN could no longer continue to
ignore the plight of Namibians or believe
the South African side of the story.
SWAPO was here to stay!

SWAPO demanded a special UN
committee to take power away from the
South African government and to lead
Namibia to a democratic African
government. It demanded a period of
change under UN supervision and
"independence not later than 1963".

THE ODENDAAL COMMISSION

The people of Namibia did not get the

independence they were asking for. They
got bantustans instead.

With opposition to South African rule
growing inside and outside the country,
the South Africans looked for ways to
keep control of Namibia.

They set up the Odendaal Commission
to investigate new ways of governing
the colony. In 1963 the commission
recommended South African-style
bantustans for Namibia. This meant that
bantustans would elect their own
leaders - ones the South Africans
approved of - and would take care of
their "own affairs". This was the old trick
of divide and rule.

Whites, of course, would keep overall
political control as well as control of the
best land and the economy. The
Odendaal Commission has remained
the basis of South African policy ever
since.

SWAPO - "THE LEADING FORCE"

The Organisation of African Unity (OAU)
was formed in May 1963 and set up a
Committee for the Liberation of Africa
based in Dar es Salaam.

In 1965 the OAU recognised SWAPO as
the only representative of the Namibian
people. SWAPO was now seen both
inside and outside Namibia as the leading
force in the liberation struggle.

At this time SWAPO was determined to
find peaceful ways of ending the conflict
in Namibia. Besides going to the UN
and the OAU for support, they looked to
the International Court of Justice in
Holland for justice. Namibians hoped
that the court would declare South
Africa's occupation of Namibia illegal
and tell them to leave their country.
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A FAILURE OF JUSTICE

A group of African nations acting on behalf
of the Namibian people, took the Namibian
case to the International Court. But the
judges were no friends of Namibia. They
only heard South Africa's side of the story.
They didn't speak to anyone from Namibia.

The case went
on for years.
Finally in 1966
the Court
decided that it
could not make
a decision.
Namibians
were angered
and shocked
and SWAPO
called it a
failure of
justice. It was
clearly a victory
for the South
African
government.

The UN now
took matters
into its own
hands. On 27
October 1966, the UN declared that South

. Africa "has no other right to administer
the Territory" and that from then on
South West Africa would fall directly
under the responsibility of the UN. The
UN Council for South West Africa (now
the UN Council for Namibia) was set up.

When SWAPO heard the International
Court's decision, they decided that armed
struggle was the only way to fight South
African occupation. As Andimba Ja Toivo
said:

"We felt betrayed and we believed that
South Africa would never fulfil its trust.
Some felt that we would secure our

freedom
only by
fighting for
it."

Ja Toivo's
comrades in
exile echoed
his thoughts:

"We have no
alternative
but to rise in
arms and
bring about
our own
liberation. "

Sisters In arms - a woman PLAN combatant.

THE ARMED STRUGGLE

By the middle of the 1960s, people in
many African countries took up armed
struggle against colonial oppression - the
MPLA were fighting in Angola, FRELIMO
in Mozambique and ZANU and ZAPU in
Zimbabwe.

THE BATILE OF OMGULUMBASHE

SWAPO had prepared itself for armed
struggle. They had begun military training
in 1962. Now, in 1966, they set up their
first base inside Namibia, in Ovambo.

The South Africans got to know about
the base and planned an attack.
SWAPO fighters knew about the SADF
plans and they decided to stay and fight.
SADF troops attacked the base on 26
August 1966. The attack became known
as the battle of Omgulumbashe, the first
battle of the armed struggle. The South
Africans said that they wiped out the
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camp. But SWAPO tells a different
story. They say that two comrades were
killed and the rest escaped or were
captured.

SWAPO fought back with attacks on the
occupying forces, on South African
officials' houses, and on the puppet chiefs
in Ovambo.

THE 1967-8 TERRORISM TRIAL

The South Africans reacted by arresting
37 SWAPO leaders and fighters, among
them Nathaniel Mahuilili (Acting
President), John Ya Otto (Acting
Secretary General) Andimba Ja Toivo
(Regional Secretary for Ovamboland)
and Jason Mutumbulua (Secretary for
External Relations). They were taken to
Pretoria and charged with terrorism.

At the end of the trial, Ja Tolvo was
elected to speak for the other accused.
Like Nelson Mandela before him, Ja
Toivo's speech from the dock is now
famous. This is a part of what he said:

"We are Namibians and not South
Africans. We do not now, and will not
in the future, recognise your right to
govern us; to make laws for us in
which we had no say; to treat our
country as if it were your property and
us as if you were our masters.

"We have always regarded South
Africa as an intruder in our country ...
We claim independence for South
West Africa. We do not expect that
independence will end our troubles,
but we do believe that our people are
entitled - as are all peoples - to rule
themselves. "

,Twenty of the accused got life sentences,
and the others were sentenced to up to
20 years. One was discharged and one,

Ephraim Kaporo, died during the trial.

But the arrests did not stop SWAPO,
inside or outside the country. They
continued the armed struggle and they
continued to win the support of friends in
the international community.

A TURNING POINT

In 1970, the International Court again
heard the Namibian case. This time it
made a good decision for the people of
Namibia. The court ordered the
immediate withdrawal of South Africa
from Namibia.

In the streets of Namibian townships the
people danced with joy. But not for long.
The South Africans said:

"We will continue to govern South
West Africa as in the past".

The South African government refused
to believe that the majority of Namibians
wanted independence. The people, now
more than ever, totally rejected South
African rule.

THE 1971-2 STRIKE

The International Court decision gave
Namibians new hope and new strength.
The first sign of this new strength came
in the form of a huge strike by mine
workers protesting against the system of
contract work.

Over 20 000 contract workers went on
strike - almost half the total contract
labour force from Ovambo. And they
were supported by many factory
workers in the towns and even by some
farm workers.

The South Africans' response was to
break up meetings, arrest leaders and
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even kill some of the organisers. Others
they sent back to the reserves.

In the industrial centres the bosses tried
to get scab labour to replace the
strikers. They even paid white
teenagers ten times the wage of black
workers to collect the street rubbish.
Whites in the north feared for their lives
and white farmers and their families
were moved to safe places in the south.

A state of emergency was declared
under Proclamation R17. Meetings were
banned, the movement of people was
strictly controlled, political organisations
were banned and the police were able
to detain anyone for as long as they
liked. R17 remained until 1977 when it
was replaced by new and even harsher
security laws.

Striking workers held out for as long as
they could, but eventually they were
forced to return to work or starve.

But the strike was important - it
showed the need for workers in Namibia
to come together in trade unions. This
they would do in the years to come. The
strike was also an important lesson for
workers in South Africa. The rebirth of
the union movement in South Africa-
that eventually led to the formation of
COSATU in 1985 - began with the
strike in Namibia.

"ONE NAMIBIA, ONE NATION"

After the strike, the UN decided to send
representatives to South Africa to speak
to the South Africans about Namibia's
right to self-rule. They sent a contact
group from the Western nations.

But South Africa had other ideas. In
March 1973 they established the
Bantustan Council with government

appointed puppets from the various
Bantustans. SWAPO, SWANU and The
Herero Chiefs Council, as well as the
contact group, rejected the council out of
hand.

But the South Africans went ahead with
their Bantustan elections in Ovambo and
Okavango in late 1973. The UN contact
group failed to stop the South Africans
from going ahead with their apartheid
plans for Namibia.

The Namibian people replied by
organising a boycott of the elections
under the slogan "One Namibia, One
Nation" and ignored the restrictions of
Proclamation R17.

The SWAPO Youth League (SYL) was
particularly active in organising and
mobilising the people. Many leading
SWAPO Youth League activists were
arrested.

The results of the election were a great
victory for the people - only 1 300 out of
50 000 people in the north voted, and
most of these were employees of the
South African state.

THE SWAPO YOUTH LEAGUE

After the 1973 Ovamboland elections,
protests continued throughout the
country. Again, the Ovamboland
homeland 'leaders' persecuted the
SWAPO Youth League by fining
members, taking away their right to find
work outside Ovambo and flogging them
in public. One woman described how she
and a comrade, Rachel, were flogged:

"Rachel was made to lie over a chair in
the hall, in full view of the men,
women and children. Policemen held
her by a limb, and she was flogged by
a tribal policeman. .. I was flogged in
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The SWAPO Youth League's "Bazooka" cultural group.

the same way. After my flogging, I were overjoyed, shouting: "Caetano
walked as if I was crippled ... At no yesterday, Vorster tomorrow!" With a
stage was a charge put to me." friendly MPLA government in Angola,

SWAPO could now set up permanent
bases inside Angola. 'Between 1973-5 there were a number of

trials of leading SYL activists. Many
leaders were sent to Robben Island.
Despite the brutal treatment while in
detention, many of them stood up bravely
in court to defend SWAPO and the
National Liberation Struggle. Jacob
Ngidinua (Vice President of SYL) who
was accused of sabotage, said:

"We have sabotaged nothing. Weare
oppressed. Thepeople in Namibia who
do sabotage are the whites of South
Africa. The court is here illegally and
terrorises us in our own land. Only the
UN may hear us. Wedo not recognise
this court and we will be back. "

LIBERATION IN ANGOLA

In April 1974, the MPLA won freedom
from the Portuguese in Angola. When the
Namibians heard about the victory, they

South Africa began to make cross border
attacks against its two enemies - the
MPLA who were fighting the South
African supported UNITA and - of
course - SWAPO.

SWAPO fought with the MPLA against
the SADF and UNITA. Together SWAPO
and the MPLA formed a strong alliance
which has lasted to this day.

SWAPO members began to cross into
Angola like never before to join the armed
struggle. From June 1974 onwards,
thousands of people left Namibia - many
of them teachers, nurses, clerks and
students. Most of them were young and
many were women. This had two effects:
it weakened SWAPO inside Namibia but it
strengthened SWAPO outside Namibia.
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"THE BLOOD-SUCKERS"

The South Africans were prepared to do
anything to win the war.

They brought in thousands of troops. In
1974 there were 15 000 SA troops in the
region. By 1980 this number had grown to
80 000 in big military bases at
Grootfontein, Ondangwa, Rundu, Mpacha
and in many other smaller bases. This
went against the League of Nations
mandate which said that SA could not set
up military bases in Namibia.

The South Africans also began to recruit
Namibians into the SADF. In August 1980
these Namibian troops were joined together
to form SWATF - the South West Africa
Territory Force. The people of Namibia
suffered much brutality at the hands of the
SADF/SWATF troops. A report, written by
the Catholic Church in 1982, said:

"The Security Forces stop at nothing
to force information out of people.

They break into homes, beat up
residents, shoot people, steal and kill
cattle, and often pillage stores and tea
rooms.

"When the tracks of SWAPO guerrillas
are discovered by the Security Forces,
the local people are in danger. People
are blindfolded, taken from their
homes and left beaten up and even
dead by the roadside.

"Women are often raped. Soldiers will
enter a home and while the black
soldiers keep watch over the family,
the white soldiers select the
best-looking girls and take them into
the veld to rape them ... a dusk to dawn
curfew is imposed in the operational
area. Anybody moving after dark is
shot. A person cannot even go to the
help of a sick neighbour or woman in
childbirth. "

The local people called these "security
forces" "Omakakunya" meaning "the

-,'"SWAPO guerrillas, killed by KOEVOET and left In the bush, are buried by villagers.
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blood-suckers". Worst of all was
KOEVOET - an "anti-terrorist" unit set
up by South Africa - who are well-known
for their atrocities against the unarmed
civilian population.

THE TURNHALLE TALKS
On 1 September 1975 South Africa set up
the Turnhalle talks in Namibia. South
Africa pretended that the talks were part
of the process towards
"self-determination" - really it was just
part of the plan to divide Namibia up
along tribal lines.

SWAPO condemned the talks, demanding
"One Namibia, One Nation." Two years
later, the UN Security Council held
discussions with Vorster's government and
with the front-line states. They told the
South Africans that the Turnhalle plans were
unacceptable to the international
community. Instead they proposed

• elections based on one person, one
vote

• UN supervision of the elections

• the return of Namibians in exile

• the withdrawal of SA troops in
Namibia

The people were angry about South
Africa's plans for Namibia and more and
more looked to SWAPO. In 1976 the
Rehoboth Volksparty joined SWAPO and
the Namibia African People's Party did
the same.

In October about 80% of the Nama
people from Southern Namibia joined
SWAPO. Their leader was Pastor H.
Witbooi, grandson of the chief Hendrik
Witbooi who led the Namas against the
Germans in the war of 1904-07.

And in April 1977 a large number of
Herero people (17000) opposed to
Clemens Kapuuo, the homeland leader,
also joined SWAPO.

Those who supported the Turnhalle talks
joined together to form the Democratic
Turnhalle Alliance (DTA) in 1977. Despite
SWAPO's opposition and the UN plan,
the South Africans went ahead with their
elections the next year - making sure
that people voted - even at gunpoint.

The DTA won but it was not recognised
by Namibians or by the rest of the world.

SWAPO MAKES CHANGES

Meanwhile, external SWAPO was having
problems of its own. Some members of
the Youth League were dissatisfied with
the conditions in the camps in Angola and
also wanted a greater say in the decision
making of the organisation. Andreas
Shipanga and Solomon Mifima (then
publicity secretary and secretary of
labour) agreed with the dissidents.

There was a rebellion and the dissidents
were detained in camps in Zambia,

20 LEARN AND TEACH



"Unite all Namibian
people, particularly
the working class,
the peasantry and
progressive
Intellectuals into a
vanguard party
capable of safeguarding national
Independence and of building a
classless, non-exploitative society
based on the ideals and principles of
scientific socialism. "

where, after some
international
campaigning, they
were released.
Shipanga later
founded
SWAPD-Democrats,
an organisation
which claims to be
the true SWAPD but
which has no
popular support.

But the rebellion was
serious enough for
SWAPD to make
changes in the
organisation to
prevent such a thing
happening again. At
the same time,
SWAPD also made
a firm committment
to a classless
society based on
socialist principles.
SWAPD declared
that it would strive to:

A memorial service In Katutura on
4th May 1989 for the victims of the Kasslnga Massacre

1978 it was home to over
7 000 Namibians, mostly women and
children. There were schools, hospitals,
fields of maize, cabbages, potatoes and
workshops for carpentry and sewing. There
were adult literacy classes and schools took
people up to Form 3.THE KASSINGA MASSACRE

SWAPD began to put this declaration into
practice in the camps in Angola and Zambia
where most of the exiles lived. One of the
first camps was at Nyango in Zambia. By

The camps were thriving communities
where the seeds of a new socialist society
were sown. But even here, Namibians were
not safe from the attacks of South Africa.
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On 4th May 1978, Kassinga camp, the
main refugee camp in Angola, was
attacked by the SADF from the ground
and from the air. The results were terrible:

"After the planes had fired rockets and
dropped explosive and fragmentation
bombs, as well as paralysing gases,
the paratroopers landed and during
the six and a half hours that the attack
lasted gave full vent to their basest
instincts, massacring the
terror-stricken population in cold
blood. "

612 Namibian refugees died - 298 of
them children - as well as 12 Angolan
soldiers and 3 Angolan civilians. 690
people were wounded. That tragic day will
forever live on in the hearts of the
Namibian people.

RESOLUTION435

Despite the attack on Kassinga, SWAPO
continued to negotiate with the UN
Contact Group and South Africa
continued to find ways of delaying the UN
peace plan.

On 29 September 1978 the Security
Council adopted Resolution 435 and
demanded its immediate implementation.

Resolution 435 said that:

• Fighting must stop immediately and
all troops must return to their bases'.

• All South African troops must
withdraw from Namibia, except 1
500 who must remain in their base.

• SWATF must be scrapped.

• SWAPO forces are to return to their
bases and then come home under
UN supervision.

• The police will maintain law and
order under UNTAG supervision.

• All political prisoners and detainees
will be released and refugees
brought home.

• All discriminatory laws will be
scrapped before the election.

• An election will be held. All adults
will be able to vote for a Constituent
Assembly which will draw up a con-
stitution for a free and independent
Namibia.

• The constitution will be decided on
by a two-thirds majority of the As-
sembly. The constitution will in-
clude a Bill of basic Human Rights
and will provide for a free and inde-
pendent judiciary and for periodic
elections in which all adults can
vote for the government of their
choice.

• There will be full freedom of
speech, assembly and the press
during the election.

SOUTHAFRICA PLAYS FORTIME

South Africa ignored Resolution 435 and
continued to back the DTA and the
so-called internal settlement. The war
continued.

In 1981 the South Africans got a big
helping hand - the hand of Ronald
Reagan, President of the USA. He
supported South Africa and refused to' put
any pressure on South Africa to accept
the UN's peace plan.

And he said that Cuban forces had to
withdraw from Angola before South Africa
could withdraw from Namibia. Reagan's
support for South Africa cost the lives of
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many SWAPO patriots and the continued
misery of Namibians in the operational
area.

THE BATILE FOR CUITO CUANAVALE

In September 1987, the tide finally began
to turn against South Africa. The South
Africans launched another attack into
Angola. But when they reached the town
of Cuito Cuanavale, they were stopped by
a small force of Angolan and Cuban
troops.

For many months the SADF tried to take
the town, but the Cubans sent more
troops to the area. Together, the
Angolans, the Cubans and SWAPO
fighters finally defeated the South
Africans. By April 1988, the SADF were
withdrawing their forces from Angola.

The battle of Cuito Cuanavale - as well
as the high cost of the war, the rising
death toll of white South African soldiers
and increased international pressure-
made South Africa think twice about their
occupation of Namibia. They were now
ready to sit down at the negotiating table
to discuss the future of Angola and
Namibia. This was a major victory for
SWAPO and for the Namibian people.

At the peace talks in Brazzaville last year,
all sides agreed to the implementation of
UN Resolution 435. The way was open
for Namibians to decide their own future.

PREPARING FOR ELECTIONS

The UN started setting up UNTAG. This
was to be a peace-keeping force whose
main job was to monitor the elections in
Namibia and make sure that they were
free and fair. UNTAG's members come
from many different countries in the world
and include military people as well as
doctors, lawyers, ambulance drivers and

so on. After some negotiations, the UN
decreased the number of UNTAG
members in Namibia from 7 500 to 4 650.

But on 1 April 1989 - the first day of the
implementation of Resolution 435 - only
650 UNTAG members had arrived in
Namibia and there were only two
members in the whole of the north of the
country. These were too few to stop the
massacre of SWAPO guerrillas who had
crossed the border to lay down their arms.

A total of 269 SWAPO guerrillas were
killed on 1 April and in the days that
followed. Many of them had been shot in
the head point blank. The SADF has been
accused of bei ng responsible for the
massacre. As a result of the killings,
UNTAG has been criticised for not doing
its job properly.

In May 1989, thousands of students in
northern Namibia staged a protest. They
demanded that more UNTAG members
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he bodies of SWAPO guerrillas are thrown Into

a mass grave near Oshakatl
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be called in to monitor the elections and
to keep a close check on the SADF and
SWATF - especially the ex-Koevoet
members in SWATF who have been
accused of intimidating SWAPO
members.

Despite these setbacks, the election
process is now firmly in place and, as we
write, thousands of Namibians are
getting ready to vote for the party of their
choice.

Independent Namibia will still face many
problems. Walvis Bay - Namibia's only
deep water port - remains in South
Africa's hands. And the Namibian
economy is controlled by South African
and multi-national corporations. But now,
at last, Namibians can begin the work of
building the new nation.

A luta continua!
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Celebrate this historic year of liberation in Namibia with a love r
special educaffonal gal7le-
a full colour 90 piece picture puzzle of the people of
Namibia at a SWAPO rally.

Send a postal order or cheque for R6.50 to
Learn and Teach .
PO Box 556
Johannesburg
2000
(R5.00 if you collect it from our office)



LOVEANDWAR
............. _.......... .

Exile is epeintut thing, for both the people who leave and for those who are
left behind. Peter and Helene Shilumate are but just two of the people who

were separated because of the war in northern Namibia ....oNE morning, in August 1978, a He had been back for just three weeks
young shopkeeper from the when Learn and Teach visited him at

Ondangwa district in northern Namibia his home in Oluno, outside the town of
packed a small bag and said goodbye Ondangwa.
to his wife and five children. He had
some business to do, he told them,
and would see them in two weeks.

It was a long two weeks - Peter
Shilumathi's family did not see or hear
from him until eleven years later.

Peter returned to Namibia from exile in
early September 1989, together with
thousands of other 'returnees'.

When we got there, Peter politely
welcomed us into his house. He told us'
to make ourselves comfortable while
he went to see if his wife was well
enough to join us. He had come home
to find her suffering from malaria, he
explained.

Helene Shilumathi got out of her
sickbed with a brave smile on her face.
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She looked at Peter lovingly, as he
began to tell us their story.

A WE.oDING IN TSUMEB

"I was born here in the north and then I
was raised by a guardian down in
Windhoek," Peter told us. "As a young
man I often used to go and visit
relatives in the Tsumeb district. It was
there where we met, my wife and I,
sometime in 1963 or 1964. I don't know
the date exactly but Helene was
already working as a teacher."

They got married in 1969 and Helene
went with Peter to live in Windhoek,
where he worked as a driver for a com-
pany that sold "groceries, furniture and
everything else." But the company did
not pay well and in 1975 Peter and
Helene decided to go and try their luck
in the north. They opened a small shop,
not far from the place of Peter's birth.

The Shilumathi's worked hard and
eventually managed to build a small
house next to the shop. But their new-
found happiness was not to last for long.

"The political situation was getting
worse bythe day," said Peter. "The
South African security forces were
harassing people - and I was one of
the people who suffered from this
harassment. You know, they would
come and accuse you of helping the
SWAPO guerrillas. They would stop
me when I travelled in my car and
question me."

The day came when Peter came to the
painful conclusion that his only choice
was to go into exile. "It was becoming
dangerous and I decided that it was
best for me to leave, before they put
me in jail. "But, said Peter, it was not
only the question of his own safety that
made him go.

l

He had for long been a loyal member
of SWAPO, having joined the
organisation way back in 1962. By
leaving the country, he believed that he
could make a greater contribution to
the people's struggle against South
African oppression.

THE LONG YEARS

Peter spoke about why he didn't tell
Helene of his plans to leave: "I feared
that if I told her she would worry herself
to death. I felt that it was better for me
just to leave."

There was also another reason, said
Peter. The less his family knew about
him, the safer it would be for them in
Namibia. If soldiers came to ask of his
whereabouts, they could honestly say
that they didn't know.

It was his concern for the safety of his
family that stopped Peter from contac-
ting them in all the time he was away
- first, for the few months he spent in
a SWAPO refugee camp in Angola
after he walked across the border; then
for the seven years he was sent to
study engineering in East Germany;
and then for the four years he worked
as a mechanic at the SWAPO garage
in Lubongo back in Angola.

How did he survive for all those long
years not knowing about the well-being
of his family in war-torn northern
Namibia? "Well, it was really hard. Not
a day went by that I did not think of
phoning my wife, or writing a letter. All I
can say is that it is a feeling that you
can't imagine.

"I worried about my family all the time.
It was only during the day, when I was
working hard, that I managed to forget
a little bit. But at all other times, I found
myself thinking about home.
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Hundreds of friends and supporters welcome home the first busload of returnees to
Ondangwa in northern Namibia

I listened to the news and read all the
newspapers to find out what was
happening in Namibia, about people
being harassed and killed."

LIFE BACK HOME

What was life like for Helene and the
children "after Peter left? "Well, the
good part was that I knew Peter was
still alive - a month after he left I met
somebody who had seen him."

"But we went through a hard time,"
continued Helene, "because every day
the police and soldiers came here
looking for him. They used to come in
their Casspirs, at three or four in the
morning, and knock on the door.
Sometimes they took me away with
them to the police station.

"A year after Peter went into exile, they
put me in jail for 12 days, just to ask
me where he was and what he was
doing. They wanted to know if he had

come to visit me while on a mission."

But it was the children, said Helene,
who suffered the most. "The youngest
was just 11 months old when their
father left. In the beginning, they asked
me every day where their father was. I
told them that he had gone away to
study. But when they got older, they
began to ask why he did not come
back for holidays, like the other
students.

"Later, as time went on, the children
became more troubled. They used to
come home upset after meeting people
who said their father was a SWAPO
'terrorist' who was somewhere killing
people. People told them these things
just to hurt them. It was then that I
decided to tell them the truth."

Helene spoke about what it was like to
live through the war: "We were always
afraid because sometimes the soldiers
would just stand around here and shoot.
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Mostly at night, but in the daytime also.
They just came here and did whatever
they wanted."

Through all these hard times, Helene
knew she had to carryon in the hope
that there would be peace in the
country and that she would see her
husband again. This hope grew
stronger last year when, after the
agreement in Brazzaville,
South Africa agreed to pull out of
Namibia.

"PACK YOUR THINGS!"

For Peter, the Brazzaville Protocol was
also a turning point in his dream to see
his family and country again. "We
followed the whole peace process step
by step and we knew that the time was
coming when we would be going
home."

Peter will never forget when the day
came, not so long ago, when he heard
the words: "Mr Shilumathi, pack your
things, you are going home!"

This time Peter did not have to walk.
With his small bag and two suitcases,
he got onto an aeroplane and flew
home.

"It was around three o'clock in the
afternoon when we landed at
Grootfontein and I stepped onto
Namibian soil. When I heard Afrikaans
- a language I had not heard for many
years - I knew I was home."

From the airport at Grootfontein, he
was taken to the Maria Braun reception
centre. On the first day there he met
somebody whom he knew - a nurse,
who also knew his wife. "I asked her to
phone Helene and tell her I was back.
But there was a problem. The
telephones were out of order."

So Peter Shilumathi spent his first
night back in Namibia in a tent together
with other people who had just come
back from exile. The next morning he
met a bus driver and asked him to take
a message back to his wife.

A SLEEPLESS NIGHT

"When the bus driver came to tell me
that Peter was back home I did not
believe him," said Helene. "So I didn't
do anything - I just stayed home.

"But that night, I couldn't sleep. I kept
waking up and walking around. So at
four 0' clock in the morning, I wrote a
note for the children saying I would be
back later. I took the car and drove to
Grootfontein. "

When Helene got to the camp almost
three hours later, she found people
getting into buses. But she could not
see her husband. She stood at the
fence and asked somebody to"go and
find him. A few minutes later, there he
was, standing a few feet away from
her.

"I recognised him as soon as I saw
him. He was a little thinner than before
and I thought that maybe he was sick
or something. He came up to me, and
what I can I say, it was so good to see
my man again."

A BEAUTIFUL MOMENT

"I was lucky - when I got home, all my
children were there," said Peter. "My
last born, who was just a baby when I
left, ran up to greet me - I think he
recognised me from old photographs."

Peter says that words can't describe
his feelings, as he stood there, for a full
twenty minutes, holding each of his
children in his arms.
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All he can say is that it was a beautiful
moment, a time that he will forever
treasure in his heart.

So that is how Peter Shilumathi came
to be re-united with his family after a
long and painful war. But what of the
future?

"You, know, in Germany I learnt the
saying, "kom tag kom raad" - this·
means when the day comes, we'll see
what happens. At the moment, I want
to spend time with my family, and to be
near Helene while she is still ill. But
when SWAPO calls me, I am ready for
any task. The war is finished and the
time has come to work for peace in our
country. Our people have gone through
enough .....and fear must become a
thing of the past."

At that point Peter looked at his wife,
and very gently said that maybe it was
time for her to get back into bed.

We said our goodbyes and as they
waved us off, we could not help being
moved by the deep love Peter and
Helene Shilumathi have for each other.

But perhaps what touched us most
was the absence of any self-pity or
bitterness you might expect from
people who have suffered the pain of
separation for so long. Instead, there
was a quiet dignity that said: "Yes, we
have suffered - but we are not the
only ones."

A young child wanders around Ongwediva reception centre
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John Ya Otto, General Secretary of the National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW)

UNITED WE STAND,
DIVIDED WE FALL!"

An interview with John Va Otto, General Secretary of
, the National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW).

In 1959, Sam Nujoma, then the
leader of the Ovamboland People's
Organisation, asked a young man
to act as an interpreter at a meeting
he was having with Baster leaders
in Rehoboth. The young man's
name was John Ya Otto.

For Ya Otto, the meeting was to be
the beginning of a life dedicated to
the struggle of the Namibian
people, and to the workers in
particular. From 1961-66, he was \}
SWAPO's Chief Organiser in
Namibia when he travelled around '
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Namibia with other SWAPO leaders
in SWAPO's car - an old Ford
named "Bluebird."

After many narrow escapes, he was
finally arrested with other SWAPO
leaders and detained in Pretoria. He
was released in 1968 and banished
to Ovambo in northern Namibia. He
continued his political work but
was eventually forced to flee into
exile in 1974, where he was later
appointed SWAPO's Secretary of
Labour.

In 1977 SWAPO's Labour
Department formed the National
Union of Namibian Workers
(NUNW). The NUNW actively began
organising workers in Namibia the
next year. It organised workers
everywhere - in the hostels,
compounds and townships. There
were many successful strikes on
the mines, like the big one at the
mine in Tsumeb. At the end of
1978, the NUNW called for a
national strike after 26 workers
were shot dead at a demonstration.

It was not long before the
government changed the law to
make it almost impossible for the
NUNW to organise. They also
detained NUNW leaders,' took its
vehicles and funds and eventually
closed down its office. The NUNW
was forced to go underground. But
things changed in 1986, after a
SWAPO Youth League rally in
Katutura. Many SWAPO members
were detained ~ and it was while
they were in detention that plans
were made to start organising
workers again. In September, the
Namibian Food and Allied Workers
Union (NAFAWU) was launched-
and in November, the Mineworkers
Union of Namibia (MUN).

In the following years, other unions
sprang up - the Metal and Allied
Namibian Workers Union (MANWU),
the Namibian Public Workers Union
(NAPWU), the Namibian Transport
and Allied Workers Union
(NATAWU), and in March 1989, the
Namibian National Teachers Union
(NANTU).

In June this year, the six affiliates,
representing over 50 000 workers, .
came together in a National
Congress to consolidate the NUNW.
At the congress, John Ya Otto, who
at that time was still in exile, was
elected General Secretary of the
NUNW. He returned to Windhoek in
June - and it was here that Learn
and Teach met and spoke to him.

.' . .• ;~

•. .,':-: ..

Learn and Teach: You went into
exile in 1974. Can you please tell us
about your life in exile and the work
you did there?

Ya Otto: Before I left for exile I was
acting Secretary General of SWAPO.
In exile I held that position until I
was elected to the position of
Secretary of Labour. That was in
August, 1976. I also became the
General Secretary of NUNW after it
was formed in 1977.

By and large my work in this period
was to mobilise world opinion about the
harsh working conditions of workers in
our country by attending international
conferences that dealt with workers'
issues. This led to the recognition of
NUNW throughout all the corners of the
world. Inside Namibia the federation
grew and industrial unions in Namibia
sprang up from 1986.
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NUNW workers meet to discuss the" Living Wage Campaign"

Could you please tell us about the
contribution workers have made to
the liberation struggle?

I think workers have made a
tremendous contribution to the
liberation struggle. It began with the
establishment of the Ovamboland
People's Organisation (OPO). Workers
formed OPO in order to fight against
the exploitative conditions and for an
end to the notorious contract system
that was in existence since the South
African regime took over Namibia in
the 1920's. The President of the OPO
(Sam Nujoma) was himself a worker
on the South African Railways.

From that point of view the workers
have played a great role irr ttie
liberation struggle of our country. When
you look at the armed wing of SWAPO,
the members of this army were
workers who put down their tools and
took up arms to fight oppression in

Namibia. In this way workers have
played a tremendous role ... they will
continue to do so in the future.

You are Secretary of Labour in the
Politburo. However at the NUNW
Consolidation Congress in June you
were elected General Secretary of
NU NW. It is not yet clear whether
you accepted the post. What is the
position?

I have confirmed my election. This is a
position I have held in the past - the
only difference is that it was a position I
held outside the country. My role was
unique in exile. As General Secretary I
was responsible for the building up of
the NUNW. As Secretary of Labour I
helped to prepare the ground for the
Ministry of Labour.

In this regard we trained factory
inspectors, industrial relations officers
and service officers to ensure that a
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future Ministry of Labour will be
manned by the indigenous people
themselves. That was my role as
Secretary of Labour.

Will it be possible to hold both
positions?

No, it will not be possible to hold both
positions - but I prefer the position of
General Secretary of NUNW. Leading
the workers is something that is very
important to me.

Could you please talk about the role
of the workers in SWAPO's election
campaign?

It is the desire of the unions that
SWAPO comes to power as the
political party that will ensure the end
of exploitation and bring freedom to our
country - a country that has been
languishing for over a century under
colonialism.

The unions are ensuring that all
workers register so they can vote. The
unions will also playa role in
monitoring the elections to see that
they are free and fair. We will see to it
that workers will participate fully with a
clear view that they should vote for
SWAPO. We aren't forcing workers to
vote for SWAPO - it is up to them. But
we, the leadership, are of the view that
SWAPO is the only party to bring
freedom to the workers.

SWAPO has promised sweeping
reforms to the laws governing
workers. What will be its priorities?

Presently the system is one of
exploitation of workers, especially by
multinational companies. Low wages,
bad working conditions, being forced to
live in homelands and only being
allowed to leave to work - all these
discriminatory laws that workers suffer
under just because they have a black

Mineworkers at the Tsumeb copper mine knock off after a hard day's work underground
-,... "
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skin will immediately be done away
with by a SWAPO government.

A new system will be set up in
accordance with ILO (International
Labour Organisation) conventions and
resolutions, with particular reference to
Convention 87 which provides for
freedom of association, freedom of
speech and so on. All these basic
human rights denied to workers will be
restored by a SWAPO government.
Workers will be paid according to their
skills and have a right to stay where
they want, together with their families.
These are the things that will bring
back the integrity of African workers.

At the NUNW Congress in June, an
ad hoc committee was elected to
look at possible conflict that could
arise between the trade unions and
a SWAPO government. Do you see a
conflict of interests between the
unions and a SWAPO government?

I do not really see a conflict of
interests. The media was the first to
pick up on the conflict that may arise.
We have always worked together. The
tradition of working together has been
very much part of the struggle, We
(SWAPO) share the aspirations of the
workers. We are one.

Nevertheless, NUNW is an
autonomous labour movement, run by
workers and controlled by workers -
so the NUNW will be controlled by
workers, and not by any other person.
NUNW is aware of the main objectives
of SWAPO and we support those
objectives - SWAPO will create a
unitary state and a non-exploitative
system in which apartheid will not be
tolerated.

In no way will the political party be
dominant. We have our own rules, our

own constitution and leadership - and
workers will continue to fight against
exploitative conditions and wages. We
will fight against multinationals if they
cling to the system of exploiting
workers. SWAPO will abolish
discriminatory laws that employers and
multinationals have enjoyed in the
past. We hope they cease their old
ways and adapt to new realities.

Will there be the right to strike under
a SWAPO government?

The right to strike is fundamental - it
is the only weapon that workers have
to better their conditions. The right to
strike will be there - but we will avoid
unnecessary strikes. It won't be the
aim of workers to engage in strike
action. So workers will have the right to
strike - but we believe that our
political organisation will create
conditions that will avoid the need to
strike. We believe that we have a lot of
challenges in the task of reconstructing
our country, politically and
economically. Workers will follow the
political organisation in this task.

Can you comment on the
relationship between the NUNW and
COSATU?

The working relationship between
NUNW and COSATU is excellent and
we are indebted to COSATU for
strengthening the relationship between
the two sister movements. They have
shared their rich experience in trade
unionism and this has enabled us to
mobilise workers and to establish in a
period of three years six industrial
unions. We are confident that the
relationship between NUNW and
COSATU will grow from strength to
strength.

We sent a high-powered delegation to
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The writing on the wall says it all

the last COSATU Congress. They
came back with very encouraging
experiences they gained at the
congress and this is one of the ways
that has cemented the working
relationship between COSATU and
NUNW. As we gain independence,
NUNW pledges to support COSATU to
the bitter end in the struggle against
apartheid - a system that can't be

reformed but that has to be destroyed
completely. We will fight for that
principle at all international forums and
in any other way we can. And we will
call in a loud, loud voice for the
immediate and unconditional release of
Nelson Mandela and other political
prisoners.
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THE COMRADE DOCTOR

Dr Appolus-Amathila, SWAPO's head of Health and Social Welfare Services

SWAPO Headquarters in Windhoek
is something to see. With the
election just weeks away, the place

is all hustle and bustle. Telephones are
ringing, there are people running in all
directions on their way from one meeting
to another, and little groups of SWAPO
comrades stand huddled over maps .
making plans for their party's election !

campaign.
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There is a sense of urgency in the air. A
feeling that there is much to be done and
little time to do it.

So we stand there patiently, trying not to
get in the way, and doing our best to
arrange an interview or two. "Excuse me
comrade," we say, whenever one of them
keeps still for longer than 10 seconds,
"could you get us an appointment with ...."
- and then before we can get a name
out, they are gone.

Then, suddenly, a tired overworked
comrade comes up and says: "Dr Appolus-
Amathila will see you now. Follow me!"

Gulp! Dr Libertine Appolus-Amathila,
SWAPO's head of Health and Social
Welfare! One of the giants of the liberation
struggle!

We were taken by surprise - we were
hoping to make appointments, go away
and prepare for the interviews, and come
back with some well-thought out questions.
After all, these SWAPO comrades are busy
and the last thing we felt like doing was
making monkeys out of ourselves.

"Comrades, does Learn and Teach want
to interview the comrade doctor or not?"

"No, walt. we mean yes, for sure, right on,
lead the way," we nervously squeak. As
we follow the comrade up the stairs to the
doctor's office, we think of all we know
and have read of this highly respected
SWAPO leader's life.

A YOUNG GIRL'S DREAM

It was in 1951, at the tender age of 14,
that Libertine Appolus- Amathila decided
that she wanted to become a doctor. She
remembers that time well - she had
accompanied her sick mother from their
home in Franstown in north-western
Namibia: to a hospital in Otjiwarango.

The young Libertine stayed with her mother
at the hospital and helped nurse her.

During the time she was there, she
watched the hospital staff go about their
work. She was shocked by what she saw.
The doctors and nurses at the hospital
treated the patients very badly and
did not look after them properly. It was
then that Libertine decided to become a
doctor.

Soon after, something else happened that
was to make Libertine more determined
then ever to study medicine. One of her
teachers broke his leg in a soccer match
one Friday night - and because the
doctors refused to work on weekends, he
died from a complication before he could
be treated on Monday morning.

No-one in Libertine's family took her very
seriously when she spoke of her dream to
become a doctor - except her grand-
mother, The old woman was the only one
who believed that Libertine would be a
doctor one day.

A PAINFUL DECISION

Libertine Appolus-Amathila completed her
early education at a Roman Catholic
mission school and later went on to study
at the Augustineum College in Okahandja.
It was not long before she was faced with
a painful decision.

Under apartheid rule, black students in
Namibia - especially women - could go
so far an no further. Libertine knew that if
she wanted to become a doctor, she
would have to leave Namibia.

And so, in August 1962, like thousands of
other Namibians, she said goodbye to her
family and left the country of her birth. It
was the last time that Libertine was to see
her mother. She died while Libertine was
in exile.

Libertine made her way - by foot and
train - to Zimbabwe, and from there onto
Lusaka. From Lusaka she went to
Tanzania. The journey took her five
months and five days.
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From Tanzania, Libe'rti.newas sent by
SWAPO to East Germany and from there
to Poland where she was to study
medicine. When she graduated seven
years later, she became the first black
Namibian woman to qualify as a doctor.

The first thing she did was to send her
grandmother a picture of the graduation
ceremony. When the old woman received
it, the story goes, she said she could now
lie down and rest in peace.

After becoming a doctor, Libertine went to
work in Tanzania - she believed that she
owed something to the people of that
country because Tanzania had been her
"host" country after she left Namibia.

But it was in the ranks of SWAPO that
Libertine Appolus-Amathila was to make
her mark. SWAPO had sent her to study
and her duty lay with the Namibian
people.

life to working in the refugee camps for
Namibian exiles, at first in Zambia and
later in Angola.

In the early 1970's SWAPO set up a
centre for Namibian exiles at Nyango in
the western province of Zambia. By 1978,
it was home to over 5000 Namibians,
mainly women and children.

The hospital at Nyango was run by Dr
Appolus-Amathila, who was now
SWAPO's Deputy Secretary for Health
and Social Welfare. In a new book about
the history of the struggle in Namibia, Dr
Appolus-Amathila is quoted as saying:

"I am proud of this hospital. We built it
from nothing, bit by bit. This is so
important for us. Even the crooked
corridors give us pride, because this
hospital was constructed by women who
have never built a house before."

Dr Appolus-Amathila and her comrades
A GREAT CONTRIBUTION did great work in the camps. Much was

done to educate the people about health
Dr Appolus-Amathila was to devote her and preventing diseases.
At the Onanjokwe Hospital in Oniipa, patients sleep in the passages. The overcrowding of hospitals

is one of the reasons Dr Appolus-Amathila believes in the need for primary health services

.:."~ .
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There were creches for the children and
mothers were taught about child-care.

But it was not all struggle and no play for
the doctor. She found time to fall in love
and to marry Ben Amathila, SWAPO's
secretary of Economic Affairs. They have
two children.

The work of Dr Libertine Appolus-Amathila
was recognised by SWAPO. In 1986 she
was awarded the Omgulubashe Award for
her committment to the Namibian people.
This is SWAPO's highest award, and it is
only given to those who have made a
great contribution to the liberation
struggle.

FACE TO FACE

Dr Appolus-Amathila came back to
Namibia on 18 June, after 27 years in
exile. On the first Friday after she got
back, she went back home to Franstown
to visit her mother's grave. And then it
was back to work.

That is where we found her. She was
sitting behind her desk when we entered
her office at SWAPO Headquarters. She
put out her hand to greet us.

We were immediately taken by the
youthful looking doctor. Dr Appolus-
Amathila is a truly beautiful woman - she
has big round eyes, high cheek bones
and a warm friendly smile to match.

We shyly asked her if she could give us a
few minutes to prepare some questions.
No problem, she said, but still, we could
not help feeling like monkeys.

Just then a comrade came into the office
to remind the doctor of an appointment.
"I'll be with you now," she said, "just as
soon as I've finished with these comrades
from Learn and Teach."

There was no time to waste and we
kicked off with our first question. What
kind of health system does Namibia have

at the moment, and what does SWAPO
plan to do about it?

HEALTH FOR THE PEOPLE

"SWAPO will inherit a health system
where people are taken to big hospitals
with expensive equipment for treatment,"
says Dr Appolus-Amathila. "It is a system
that aims at curing people, rather than
trying to prevent people from getting sick
in the first place."

She said that expensive hospitals are
important in certain situations - like when
people needed special treatment - but
they do not serve the needs of the
Namibian people.

"It is the people in the rural areas that are
most in need of health care," said the
doctor. "These people - who suffer from
many health problems, such as diarrhoea,
measles, malaria and malnutrition -
cannot see doctors very often."

The only way to improve the health of the
people in the rural areas - who are the
majority of the population - is to start
primary health services. This means
building small clinics and health centres,
and the training of health workers.
These health workers will be trained to
deal with emergencies and to educate the
people about preventing sickness and
disease.

"People must be taught safe methods of
drinking water, sanitation, mother and
child care and the use of drugs to treat
common diseases," said Dr Appolus-
Amathila.

She said that SWAPO started primary
health services in the refugee camps in
Zambia and Angola. These were very
successful, and the death rate of young
children went right down compared to the
death rate in Namibia. "We will use our
experiences - as well as experiences
from other countries - and adapt it to our
situation in Namibia."
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Dr Appolus-Amathila receives SWAPO's nighest honour - the Omgulumbashe Award from
President Sam Nujoma

But improving the health care system
alone will not be enough, said the doctor.
Health care must go hand in hand with
raising the standard of living for all the
people in Namibia. This SWAPO will try to
do - for example, by building more
houses for those people who live in
overcrowded conditions and creating jobs
for the unemployed.

SOME FURTHER QUESTIONS

We asked the doctor about her views on
family planning: "Family planning has two
meanings - a negative meaning when
you talk only of population control; and a
positive meaning when you encourage
women to think of spacing the years
between one pregnancy and the next.
Positive family planning helps women
avoid abortions and unwanted children."

Her views on abortion? "I am opposed to
abortion on health grounds. Abortions
damage women's bodies - I would rather
educate women about spacing their
children properly and how to prevent
unwanted children rather than
encouraging abortion.

"I accept that accidents happen when
abortion becomes necessary - but I do
not support the granting of abortion on
demand."

Her views on AIDS? "Aids is a problem in
the world and I believe that Namibia is no
exception. In Namibia not much has been
done to educate the people about AIDS.
SWAPO will launch an AIDS education
campaign immediately. There are people
who play down AIDS - but if we do
nothing about it, AIDS will talk by itself."
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Her views on women in Namibia? "The
position of women in Namibia is very poor.
Women are still found in very poor jobs.
The position of women has not changed
since I left Namibia.

"In exile SWAPO has done a lot to
upgrade the position of women, but
discrimination against women still exists.
Women deserve to run the country
alongside men. They contributed to the
struggle. In exile women showed they are
capable - they ran health services, the
communications systems, refugee camps
and educational institutions."

She said that she supported the idea of
having a quota system in Namibia so that
certain jobs, as well as a certain number
of seats in parliament, are reserved for
women.

SWAPO would build creches and day
care centres to take care of the children of
working women. Women should also get
up to a years maternity leave so that
mothers can spend time with their newly
born babies.

A KNOCK ON THE DOOR

There was a knock on the door. A
comrade had come to fetch Dr Appolus-

Amathila for her next appointment. Our
time was up. We thanked the good doctor
for speaking to us.

On the way out, one more thought came
to mind. Dr Libertine Appolus-Amathila
reminded us very much of our own Dr
Mamphela Ramphela. They are very
much alike - they are both so brave, so
bright, so committed, and so beautiful.

"Have you heard of Dr Ramphela in South
Africa?" we asked her as we parted.

"Oh yes," she said, "I once met her at
conference overseas. Please send her my
love!"
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IN April 1908, a poor labourer by
the name of Zacharias Lewala was
walking along the beach near

Luderitz when he saw something
glittering in the sunshine. He bent
down to have a closer look and picked
up the shiny stone. He had found the
first diamond in Namibia.

It was not long before the rush to find
diamonds was on. In the years that
followed, the finest diamonds the world
has ever seen were discovered
beneath the hot sands of Namibia. The
colour, shape and quality of these
diamonds are so perfect, that they are
among the most expensive on earth.

The profits from mining diamonds in
Namibia are enormous - in the past
fifty years, about R20 billion has been
made from the sale of diamonds.

But it was not Zacharias Lewala or his
fellow Namibians who got rich. At first
the profits went to mining companies
from Germany, who got the rights to
mine the precious stones.

After the First World War, the fortunes
made from Namibia's diamonds went
- and still go - to one mining
company, Consolidated Diamond
Mines (COM). This company belongs
to De Beers in South Africa - a giant
mining corporation that controls the
world's diamond market.

De Beers, in turn, is controlled by the
Oppenheimer family, who are the biggest
shareholders of the Anglo American
Corporation, which produces more than
half of all the gold mined in the world.

ERNEST-TAKES CONTROL

The story of how COM came to control
Namibia's diamonds begins in 1918 -
the year Germany lost the war and had

to give up its colonies in Africa.
One of these colonies was Namibia,
which was given to the British Empire.
Three years later, Britain handed
control of Namibia to South Africa,
which was meant to prepare the
country for independence.

At around this time, one man saw the
opportunity to make a fortune for
himself in Namibia. His name was
Ernest Oppenheimer, the man who
already controlled the Kimberley
diamond fields in South Africa.

Oppenheimer opened shop in Namibia
by forming a new company -
Consolidated Diamond Mines. He
made a deal with the nine German
mineowners who owned mining rights
in Namibia, and who were worried
about the future of their mines now that
Germany had lost its colony. They
signed over their land to him in return
for a share in COM.

Next, Oppenheimer managed to get
the South African government to sign
over to him a huge piece of diamond-
rich land in Namibia. The area
stretched more than 300 kilometres
from the Orange River to the north and
one hundred kilometres inland from the
coast. It is known as Sperrgebiet - the
forbidden place.

Oppenheimer's company got the sole
rights to this land for 50 years. These
rights have now been extended to the
year 2010. For this he paid a rent of
130 pounds a year - a rent which has
not been increased to this very day.

Lastly, Oppenheimer got South Africa
to give up all forms of control over the
mining and the sale of diamonds in
Namibia. In return, he promised to set
up an independent diamond board to
watch over the diamond industry.
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SOME UGLY DISCOVERIES

One of the first things Oppenheimer
did was to put up "No Entry" signs all
over his huge diamond fields in
Namibia. These signs are still there.

So for many years, nobody knew what was
really going on at the mine. It was only in
1982 that the truth about COM's mining
practices slowly began to come out.

In that year, a Namibian businessman,
Mr Eric Lang, started to think about the
future of his country. Would there be
anything left, he wondered, for the
people in Namibia when they finally
won their independence?

He started asking questions about the
mines - and found that he could not
get answers. The South African
government could not help him and
there was no public information about
mining in Namibia.

But little by little, he started collecting
the information he wanted. And he
made some very ugly discoveries.

"I found that there was no control over
the export of minerals," says Lang. "I
worked out that between 20 to 25 per
cent of minerals were being taken out
of the country without any controls
whatsoever. When I tried to get the
government to listen, they would not.
They were quite happy to allow these
mining houses to get away with it.

"So I held a public meeting where 1
threatened to tell everything I knew -
what Namibia's mineral statistics were,
which countries they were being sold
to and at what prices."

THE SHOCKING FACTS

In the same year, a Supreme Court judge,

Enerst Oppenheimer, who formed COM in
1920, made a fortune out of Namibia's rich

diamonds fields

Mr Justice Pieter Thirion, was busy
investigating corruption in Namibia's
administration. Lang wanted the judge
to also look into mining in Namibia.

The government tried to stop Lang-
but in the end, the businessman won
out and the judge agreed to start an
investigation into the mining of
diamonds and other minerals.

Four years later, in 1986, the Thirion
Commission came to an end. Judge
Thirion's report told the world the
shocking facts about the mining
companies in Namibia.

At the British-owned Tsumeb mine,
lead and copper containing gold and
silver were sent out of the country-
without the gold and silver being
declared. And the British South West
Africa Company had exported over
R20 million of minerals - without
paying a single cent in tax!
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But what was happening in COM's
diamond mines was perhaps the
biggest crime of all. It was one of
COM's own managers who spilt the
beans to the judge.

STRIPPING THE DIAMONDS

Gordon Brown worked for 15 years at
COM, first as a supervisor and then as
a technical assistant to the mine
manager. He knew what was going on
at the mines was wrong, and he
decided to talk.

He told the judge how COM had been
overmining for twenty years - by
stripping Namibia of its best diamonds
in a hurry to make quick profits before
the country became independent.

Brown compared the way COM was
mining to the way a greedy person
eats a cream cake. "Usually, people
cut only one slice of cake at a time,"
said Brown. "They get a piece of cake
with a bit of cream on the top. Now that
is proper mining practice, taking out
the rich with the poor. In this case, in
the case of overmining, what .happens
is that the cream is all scraped off the
top before-you even get to the cake."

In other words, COM was practising
bad mining. Good mining is when you
mine the good parts - those with a lot
of diamonds - and the bad parts -
those with few or small diamonds - at
the same time. This is called working
the average grade. If you mine in this
way, the mines last longer:

Brown produced documents which
showed that COM was deliberately
overmining. In a 1981 company report,

. a senior mine manager warned that if
the mine did not stop overmining, it
would be forced to close early.

. "AN INSULT"

Judge Thirion attacked COM for its
practice of overmining and for robbing
Namibia's people of their wealth. He
said that the minerals in Namibia's soil
belong to the people and that they
should get their share. He criticised
COM for not putting some of their huge
profits back into Namibia so that all the
people of the country could benefit.

The judge also criticised COM for not
paying the tax it was supposed to. The
company had done this by declaring
false profits. The judge heard evidence
that showed that COM had declared its
profits to be as much as one thousand
million rands lower than they really were.

Judge Thirion said the Diamond Board
was a sham - it was not independent
at all! In fact, some of the people on

. the Board were employed and paid by
Oe Beers. In Windhoek, the Oiamond
Board and COM share the same
offices. JUdge Thirion found that the
Board was not doing a proper job· of
controlling the mining and selling of
diamonds in Namibia.

. COM did not give evidence to the
Thirion Commission. But they did
present one document which denied

. everything that was being said about
them - and said that the investlqation
was hurting the company's image!

The judge read the document and
tossed it away, saying that it was not
based on facts and that it was "an
insult to even the lowest form of
intelligence".

THE JUDGE'S RECOMMENDATIONS

At the end of the Commission, the
judge made several recommendations.
He said that in future mining
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Diamond hunters from Europe collecting diamonds in Namibia in 1907

companies should pay much more tax
to the state as well as a "royalty" on all
minerals mined. He said that the
practice of declaring lower profits
should be stopped. New, rentals of land
must be charged.

The judge said that a new independent
Diamond Board should be set up. The
state together with experts should be
the watchdog over the mining industry.

Foreign companies, the judge said,
should put large parts of their profits
back into the economy so that the
people benefit from the wealth. And
mining companies should only be
allowed to make reasonable profits and
the rest should go to the state.

CDM and other mining houses - like
the Tsumeb copper mine - rejected
the Thirion Commission's findings. So
did the South African government,
which set up a committee to make its
own recommendations.

The government committee said that if
there were such strict rules about
mining, no foreign companies would
want to invest in Namibia! And be-
cause there was a lot of risk in mining,
companies deserved good profits!

THE FUTURE

Three years have passed since the
Thirion Commission gave its findings -
but not much has changed. CDM is still
in Namibia and is still making money.

46 LEARN AND TEAC~



As we write, Namibia is on the eve of
its long-awaited independence. If
Namibia had not been robbed of its
diamonds, the country would surely be
going into the future in a much stronger
position.

Seven years ago, it was a country with
no debts. Today, it has the second
biggest debts in Africa.

A large part of the debt must be
blamed on the mining companies
in Namibia - and the help they got
from the South African government.
The mining houses have used every
trick in the book to strip Namibia of its
wealth.

It is hard to say exactly how much the
people of Namibia have lost because
of companies like COM. Gordon Brown
has tried. "I calculated how much
money COM made by overmining in
the 1970s and got a figure of four
billion rand," says Brown. "Four billion
rand that Namibia could have used in
the future!"

But it is not only money that has been
lost. Because of overmining, the
COM mine may have to close in 1992
- 13 years earlier than it should have.
Besides the missing diamonds, what
will become of the workers on the
mine? Who will feed their children?

j
I

Will it be COM, De Beers or Anglo
America? Or will they be long gone, I

looking to do business in greener
pastures?

NOTE: Much of the information in
this article comes from a film called
"The Case of the Missing
Diamonds" which was made in 1987
by Granada Televison in Britain.
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Andimba Ja Toivo, General Secretary of SWAPO, spent 16 years on Robben Island

I • •

SOON after SWAPO launched its
armed struggle in 1966, the South

African government moved to crush
the SWAPO leadership inside Namibia.
Thirty-seven people were arrested -
among them Andimba Ja Toivo, John
Va Otto, Eliaser Tuhadeleni, Ephraim
Kamati Kaporo, David Shimuefeleni,

I •

Malakia Ushona, Kaleb Tjipahura,
Johannes Nankundhu, Petrus Kamati,
Kambua Kashikola, Bethuel Nunjango
and Lazarus Zacharia.

The SWAPO leaders were taken to
Pretoria and charged with terrorism.
After spending many long months in
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solitary confinement, the leaders were
tried in the Pretoria Supreme Court.

In February 1968, the trial came to an
end. The South African judge found all
of the accused guilty and gave them
long sentences on Robben Island.
Twenty got life, nine got 20 years and
five got five years. Ja Toivo was given
20 years in prison. One person,
Ephraim Kaporo, died during the trial.

Before the judge passed sentence, the
accused asked to say a few words to
the court. Andimba Ja Toivo was
chosen to be their spokesperson. The
speech he delivered from the dock was
- and still is - an inspiration to the
Namibian people.

In his speech, Toivo spoke about
theSouth African oppression and its
illegal occupation of Namibia. He
explained the reasons why SWAPO
decided to take up arms and fight for
the freedom of the Namibian people.
We give you a shortened version of
Toivo's time- honoured speech:
"My Lord, _

"We find ourselves here in a foreign
country convicted under laws made
by people who we have always
considered as foreigners.
Wefind ourselves tried by a judge
who is not our countryman and who
has not shared our background ...

"You, my Lord, decided that you had
the right to try us, because your
Parliament gave you the right. That
ruling has not and could not have
changed our feelings.

"We are Namibians and not South
Africans. Wedo not now, and will not
in the future, recognise your right to
govern us; to make laws for us in
which we have no say; to treat our
country as if it were your property and
us as if you were our masters.

Wehave always regarded South Africa
as an intruder in our country. This is
how we have always felt and this is
how we feel now.

"1speak of 'we' because I speak not
only for myself, but for others as well,
and especially for my fellow-
accused ... I think also that when I say
'we', the overwhelming majority of
non-White people in South West
Africa would like to be included ...

"The South African Government has
again shown its strength by detaining
us for as long as it pleased; keeping
some of us in solitary confinement for
300 to 400 days and bringing us to its
capital to try us... and by passing an
Act especially for us... It has even
chosen an ugly name to call us by...
(we) are called terrorists ...

"It suits the Government of South
Africa to say that it is ruling South
WestAfrica with the consent of its
people. This is not true. Our
organisation, SWAPO,is the largest
political organisation in South West
Africa. Weconsider ourselves a
political party. Weknow that Whites
do not think of Blacks as politicians -
only as agitators.

"Many of our people, through no fault
of their own, have had no education at
all. This does not mean that they do
not know what they want. A man does
not have to be formally educated to
know that he wants to live with his
family where he wants to live, and not
where an official chooses to tell him to
live; to move about freely and not
require a pass; to earn a decent wage;
to be free to work for the person of his
choice for as long as he wants; and
finally, to be ruled by the people that
he wants to be ruled by, and not those
who rule him because they have more
guns than he has.

"We do not believe South Africa is in
South WestAfrica in order to provide
facilities and work for non- Whites. It is
there for its own selfish reasons ...
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"Your Government, My Lord,
undertook a very special
responsibility when it was awarded
the mandate over us after the First
World War. It assumed a sacred trust
to guide us towards independence
and to prepare us to take our place
among the nations of the world.

"We believe that South Africa abused
that trust because of its apartheid and
the belief that White people have been
chosen by God to rule the world. We
believe that for fifty years South Africa
has failed to promote the development
of our people ... To us it has always
seemed that our rulers wanted to keep
us backward for their benefit ...

"1have come to know that our people
cannot expect progress as a gift from
anyone, be it the United Nations or
South Africa. Progress is something
we shall have to struggle and work
for ...

"We are sure that the world's efforts to
help us in our plight will continue,
whatever the South Africans may call
us. We do not expect that indepen-
dence will end our troubles but we do
believe that our people are entitled-
as are all people - to rule
themselves ...

"There are those who say that they
sympathise with our aims, but that
they condemn violence. I would
answer that I am not by nature a man
of violence ...

"SWAPO itself is a non-violent
organisation, but the South African
government is not truly interested in
whether opposition is violent or non-
violent. It does not wish to hear any
opposition to apartheid. Since 1963,
SWAPO meetings have been banned ...
and we have found ourselves voteless
in our own country and deprived of
the right to meet and state our own
political opinions ...

"Is it surprising that my countrymen
have taken up arms? Violence is truly
fearsome but who would not defend

his property and himself against a
robber? And we believe that South
Africa has robbed us of our country.

"1have spent my life working in
SWAPO, which is an ordinary political
party like any other. SUddenly we in
SWAPO found that a war situation had
arisen and that our colleagues and
South Africa were facing each other
on the field of battle.

"1am a loyal Namibian ..• I admit that I
decided to assist those who had taken
up arms. I know that the struggle will
be long and bitter. I also know that my
people will wage that struggle,
whatever the cost.

"Only when we are granted our
independence will the struggle stop.
Only when our human dignity Is
restored to us..., will there be peace
between us. We believe that South
Africa has a choice - either to live
with us, or to subdue us by force. If
you choose to crush us and impose
your will on us, then ... you will live in
security for only so long as your
power is greater than ours.

"My co-accused and I have suffered.
We are not looking forward to our
imprisonment. We do not, however,
feel that our efforts and sacrifice have
been wasted. We believe that human
suffering has its effect even on those
who impose It.

"We hope that what has happened will
persuade the White South Africans
that we and the world may be right
and they may be wrong. Only when
White South Africans realise this and
act on it will it be possible for us to
stop our struggle for freedom and
justice in the land of our birth. "
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STUDENTS IN STRUGGLE

NANSO President, Ignatius Shihwameni .

Can you please tell us when and
why NANSa was formed?

Early in 1982 students began to feel
strongly that they needed an
organisation to represent them. At that
time there was total repression -
members of SWAPO and the SWAPO
Youth League were harassed, detained
and imprisoned. There were no SAC's
in the schools, only the undemocratic
prefect system.

Later in the year, students gathered at

the Aoman Catholic Church's Dobra
School near Windhoek to talk about
forming a students' organisation. In
June 1983 there was a follow-up
meeting. This time students from the
private schools and the Academy in
Windhoek were included. An ad hoc
committee was formed where a
constitution and so on was discussed.
Finally NANSO was formed on 2 July
1984. The membership was mostly
students from secondary schools, as
well as from the Academy in
Windhoek.
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How big is NANSO today?

There are 110 regional branches of
Nanso in nine regions. We have about
47 000 members.

One of NANSO's first campaigns
was for the right for students to
elect their own SRC's. Can you tell
us about it? Was the campaign
successful?

The aim of the SRC carnpaiqn was to
get democratic structures into the
schools. Students wanted to elect their
own leaders.

But I must make one thing clear - we
did not see the SRC campaignas
separate from the struggle for libera-
tion in Namibia. The struggle for demo-
cratic structures in the schools was
part of the broader struggle for demo-
cracy in the whole of Namibian society.

There were successes - at the
moment many schools have SRC's.
The Academy got its own democratic
SRC in 1987. Students can elect their
own leaders and the consciousness of
the students was raised.

What issue did NANSO get involved
in next?

The English medium campaign - most
government schools used Afrikaans as
a medium of instruction. NANSO
demanded the replacement of Afrikaans
with English. The campaign was taken
up mainly at local and regional level. In
1985, as a result of student pressure,
the interim government started to make
promises about making English the
medium of instruction.

Some schools now have English as the
medium of instruction. In certain schools
some subjects are given in English.

The Academy refused to change the
medium of instruction to English. But in
1988, after a three week boycott, the
Academy gave in. Now English is the
medium of instruction - most lecturers
speak English for 80% of their lecture
and only use Afrikaans when Afrikaans
students can't understand. Some
lecturers are now only using English.
Th is was a major victory.

We also had a campaign to raise the
consciousness of women comrades in
NAN SO. The aim was to give women
members a proper revolutionary
understanding. Today we can boast
that a lot of our women comrades in
the schools are participating in
SWAPO's Women's Council.

Last year, Namibian students
boycotted classes for almost the
whole year. What were the reasons
for the boycott?

The boycott was aimed against the
militarisation of our society. The army
was targetting schools and trying to
recruit schools kids. They took them to
veldschools and camps where they
tried to indoctrinate them. The students
were taught to be "patriots of SWA"
and to think about ethnicity.

Another issue was the army teachers
in the schools, many of whom came to
class with guns. We were also very
angry about the army building bases
close to schools. They thought that if
the bases were close to the schools,
PLAN (SWAPO's armed wing) would
not attack them.

At our annual consultative conference
at the beginning of last year, we
decided to launch a total onslaught
against militarisation. We wanted to
point out that we believed that the
army was not here to protect
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Namibians but to murder them. This
led to discussions at regional level and
the decision to boycott classes.

What were the main demands of the
boycott?

The main demand of the boycott was
the removal of army bases away from
the schools and the withdrawal of
South African troops from Namibia.

When did the boycott start and
when did it end? Was it successful?

The boycott started in the North in
.March - by June it had spread all over
the country and it continued up to
September.

There was an exodus of students into
exile. SWAPO estimates that 7000

students landed up in Angola. In
September NANSO decided that the
boycott should continue because
students were not in a position to write
exams because they were in hiding, in
detention, or in exile.

In October students came to report at
another consultative conference where
the "No Exam Campaign" was
endorsed - even by those students
who were at school.

The boycott lasted until the school year
ended in December. The boycott was a
huge success. The Education
Department said that 70% of students
didn't write exams - we say that 82%
didn't write. There were exceptions -
some students at a few schools in the
east did write exams. The Education
Department tried everything to get the

Members of SWAPO Youth League protest against Koevoet at a rally in Katutura
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students back. In the South they even
leaked exams to try and get students
to write.

Does NANSO work closely with
teachers and parents?

Yes, most definitely. Last year we had
seminars to speak about the need for a
good understanding between teachers
and parents. Parent structures were
launched in the schools and we met
and consulted with progressive
teachers.

By December last year an ad hoc
structure was formed with the aim of
forming a progressive teachers
association. In March, the Namibian
National Teachers' Union was
launched and became the sixth affiliate
of the National Union of Namibian
Workers. This was another major
victory - we can now see the ethnic
teachers' associations vanishing.

What is NANSO's role in the election
campaign?

At our last congress we resolved that
NANSO would be involved in the
election campaign and that students
should be prepared to leave their
studies and help the party.

NANSO will have its own programme
to see that all students are registered
and vote for SWAPO. Fieldworkers will
be assigned tasks to go to regions to
explain the issues to the students and
to make sure that they vote. They will
go for up to 15 days to work with the
party in the area.

Then we have Operation Day Work for
students who are still at school. They
will come to the NANSO office and be
assigned field work in the location for
the whole day. By field work I mean

going from house to house encou-
raging people to register before 15
September and to check voters'
registration card.

What is the relationship between
NANSO and the SWAPO Youth
League?

At the last Congress we passed a
resolution cementing the relationship.
NANSO would be an affiliate of SWAPO
and will concentrate on student and
educational issues. The SWAPO Youth
League will still remain supreme.

But there is no difference, really. I am
President of NANSO and an executive
member of the SWAPO Youth League.
Our struggle is one and the same.
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Thea-Ben Gurirab,SWAPO's Secretary of Foreign Affairs, addressing a rally at Usakos

ITwas a big day for the people of
Usakos. Theo-Ben Gurirab was
coming home!

The small, sun-swept town of Usakos
lies three hours north-west of
Windhoek, on the road to Luderitz. It
was here where Gurirab, SWAPO's
Secretary of Foreign Affairs, was born.
He had last seen his hometown

26 years ago, before he went into
exile. Hundreds of people, young and
old, all dressed from head to foot in
SWAPO's blue, red and green, came
from far and wide to the rally to
welcome home their leader - and to
hear what he had to say.

There was a loud roar as Gurirab
stepped onto the stage. He did not look
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like your typical statesman who has
spoken at the United Nations and met
face to face with the world's leaders.
His weather-beaten face, together with
his outfit - a well-worn leather suit,
with cap to match - made him look
rugged and tough, not unlike the dry
hills that surround Usakos.

A SONG OF STRUGGLE

The meeting began with prayers and
the singing of SWAPO's national
anthem, "Alert Namibia" - a moving
song of struggle, sung to the tune of
Nkosi Sikelel' iAfrika.

Gurirab sat smiling as he watched the
singing and dancing and joined the
crowd in their battlecries: "SWAPO
must win!", "One Namibia, One
Nation!", "A Luta Continua!" and
"Victoria e Certa!". Gurirab was clearly
pleased to be home - but when he
got up to address the people, he was
in a serious mood. First he explained
why he was speaking in English:

"When I was growing up here, the
majority of people spoke my language,
Damara ... let me say that I am still a
proud Damara and I assure you that I
can still speak my mother tongue ...but I
speak in English because SWAPO has .
decided to propose English as the
official language for an independent
Namibia.

But, said Gurirab, this does not mean
that SWAPO would not respect all the
languages spoken in Namibia. "We are
proud to have all these languages in
Namibia. And not only that. A SWAPO
government will see to it that money is
spent by the state to develop these
languages. "

He said that the colonialists had spent
money to develop Afrikaans and .

German - but had done nothing to
develop the African languages. This is
an injustice, sald Gurirab, and it must
change.

"SAM NUJOMA IS A POOR MAN!"

Then Gurirab got to the main point of
. his talk - answering those who

accuse SWAPO of being an "Ovambo"
organisation and attacking the evils of
tribalism.

"My friends and even my enemies say I
am a smart guy. If that is the case, how
come a smart guy like me is in an
Ovambo organisation?" asked Gurirab.

He said that nobody had bribed him to
join SWAPO. "Sam Nujoma is a poor
man - if he came to me with some
money to bribe me to join SWAPO, it
would not be enough for my tastes. I
am in SWAPO out of my own personal
conviction."

. Gurir,ab said that when he was growing
up iii Usakos, he had lived side by side
with people from different tribes: "From
the time I opened my eyes around me
were Ovambos, Hereros, Namas, even
people from as far afield as what used
to be known as Southern Rhodesia,
Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland and
Tanganyika.

"In the days that I went to school at the
old church - the one that has now
been destroyed - I was in school with
little boys and girls that belonged to all
tribes -except whites, of course. That
is my background."

Gurirab said that throughout the
centuries the oppressor has used the

. policy of divide and rule, and that it
was still happening in Namibia. He said
that independence was around the
corner - but the racists were still
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trying to divide the people by talking
about triballsrn.

THE FLAG OF LIBERATION

"Let me repeat myself," said Gurirab. "I
am a proud Damara, proud of my
customs and the language I speak. But
I am totally, without compromise,
opposed to tribalism. I am a Namibian.
I am a SWAPO leader. What I stand for
is the unity of all our people and the
need for us to always stand together in
the struggle for freedom."

Gurirab said he did not only represent
Damaras in SWAPO. "I want you to
look at me, Damaras and Hereros -
all of you Namibians - as a SWAPO
leader who represents the interests of
all Namibian people, including whites."

He said that people must not let
themselves be divided by tribal politics.
He did not want to see the name of
SWAPO pulled down to that level.
"Tribalism is a disease, a crippling
disease. A person who suffers from it
requires sympathy and a cure - like
the political education that I am giving
now."

Gurirab said that he hated speaking
about tribalism, and he hoped that this
would be the last time that he would do
so. He then turned to the election, and
told people to make sure that they
registered so that they could vote.

"Voting will be about freedom, nothing
else," he said. "You have got the
opportunity now at last, through your
blood sweat and tears, and through the
blood of those who died for our noble
cause. Don't miss this opportunity - in
November, you go and vote - not for
me, not for Sam Nujoma, but for your
own freedom."

,w .••.. -

A SWAPO comrade points proudly to the
newly renamed section of the township in

Usakos in honour of SWAPO leader, Theo-
Ben Gurirab

"Vote for that flag," he said pointing to
the SWAPO flag that was blowing in
the cool early evening breeze. "The
flag of liberation which upholds the
ideals of freedom, solidarity and
justice."

Thee-Ben Gurirab had come back and
he had spoken. As the people made
their way home from the rally an old
man was heard to say: "Our son knows
of what he speaks - and it will be wise
of us to listen!"
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On 6 November 1989, the people of Namibia will be doing something they
. have been fighting for and dreaming about for over 100 years - they will be

voting in an election for the party of their choice.

SWAPO have been in the forefront of this struggle for democracy in
Namibia for 29 long years. Now, SWAPO have put their guns away and are

preparing for a new battle - at the election polls. Their main weapon is
their Election Manifesto.

In the Manifesto, SWAPO tell the Namibian people and the world about the
oppression the Namibian people suffered under colonial rule - first under
Germany, and then South Africa. The Manifesto also explains the changes

that will be made in Namibia under a SWAPO government.

You can read about SWAPO's plan of action below. We have changed the
words here and there to make the Manifesto easier to read. But we have

tried to keep the true meaning and spirit of the Manifesto.
/: ... :. "': ..
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SWAPO'S ELECTION MANIFESTO ;e.

PHILOSOPHY OF GOVERNMENT

SWAPO believes in solidarity,
freedom and justice. These three
ideals are the light that guide SWAPO's
thinking.

SWAPO will promote solidarity among
all Namibian people. SWAPO believes
that no nation or people should be
allowed to oppress another.

Freedom means the right for all people
to elect a government and for that
government to decide how the land
and resources are used. Freedom also
means the right to life and personal
freedom as well as the right to freedom
of movement, speech, conscience,
press, association and religion.

Every person will be equal before the
law and will have the right to a fair trial.
There will be no discrimination against
people because of their colour, religion
or sex.

SWAPO believes that freedom is the
right for all people to have a say in
decision-making and the way the coun-
try is run. SWAPO will work to create a
government that truly represents the
people.

Justice means fairness for all people.
A SWAPO government will make sure
that there is social justice and freedom
for all.

THE STATE
Namibia will be an independent country
- it will make its own decisions.
It will be a unitary country - all of
Namibia will be one country. There will
be no homelands. Walvis Bay and the
Penguin Islands are part of Namibia.
It will be a secular country - the

government will not rule according to
any religion. It will be a democratic
country - the people will vote for the
government and the government will
represent all the people of Namibia.

Namibia will have an independent
constitution. All the people will have a
say in the making of the constitution.
The constitution will be the basic law of
the land.

There will be a Bill of Rights that
protects basic human rights.

There will be a Head of State, a
Cabinet and a Parliament. These will
all be democratically elected. The first
job of the Parliament will be to remove
all apartheid laws.

There will be a new legal system which
will work for all the people of Namibia.
The courts will be independent of the
government.

FOREIGN POLICY
SWAPO will join the Southern African
Development Co-ordination Confe-
rence (SADCC). The member countries
of the SADCC help each other to
become less dependent on the South
African economy. They work together
to make their economies stronger.

SWAPO will also join the Organisation
of African Unity (OAU) and the United
Nations (UN) as a way of helping to
build unity, liberation, well-being and
peace in the world.

SWAPO will support the people of
South Africa in their struggle for
liberation.

Namibia will be non-aligned - it will
not be an ally of any of the big powers,
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, ' SWAPO'S ELECTION MANIFESTO
like the United States or the Soviet
Union.

SWAPO will aim to promote friendship,
co-operation, solidarity and non-
interference with all other countries.
Namibia will co-operate especially with
other Third World Countries.

CITIZENSHIP
Any person who was born in Namibia,
or has a parent or grandparent born in
Namibia, or is married to a Namibian
can be a citizen of Namibia. Foreigners
who want to become Namibian citizens
must have lived in the country for at
least 10 years. No person can be a
citizen of Namibia and another country
at the same time.

LANGUAGE
All languages spoken in Namibia will
be equally respected. Children in
p-rimary school will be taught in their
mother tongue, and in English from
then on. English will be the official
language of the country.

RELIGION
There will be freedom of religion but
there will be no official religion. No
person will be forced to study religion if
they do not want to.

ECONOMIC POLICY

SWAPO believes in the "moral
superiority" of socialism over
capitalism. SWAPO will make changes
to the present system, in which foreign
and local companies own and earn far
too much, at the expense of the
Namibian people. Under a SWAPO
government, there will be state
ownership, private ownership, co-
operatives and family businesses.
There will not be total nationalisation of

the mines, land or industry in the
forseeable future.

(a) Mining
SWAPO will put a stop to corruption
and foreign companies will have to pay
more tax. They will have to put a big
part of their profits back into Namibia.

(b) Farming and Land
Land that belongs to farmers who own
many farms and land where the owner
does not live on the farm will be given
to people without land. Tax from mining
will go towards improving the land.
Namibia will grow as much of its own
food as possible and SWAPO will help
all the people who work the land to do
this. There will be state farms, co-
operatives and private farms.

(c) Fishing
The government will control all fishing
in Namibian waters. Foreign ships will
have to follow strict rules about where
they can fish and how many fish they
are allowed to catch. There will be
state fishing companies, private
companies and workers' co-
operatives.

(d) Wildlife and Tourism
The government will create a
conservation authority who will protect
Namibia's animals, plants and other
natural resources and make sure they
are no longer exploited.

(e) Economic independence
A SWAPO government will find ways to
break free from the unjust and false
economic dependence on South Africa.
Namibia will buy mining equipment
from other countries. Instead of selling
food at low prices to South Africa,
Namibia will export to other countries
where it can get a better price.
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SWAPO'S ELECTION MANIFESTO . .
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
There will be special training in science
and technology. Science and
technology will be used to improve
people's lives.

HEALTH
SWAPO will provide public health
centres, clinics and hospitals for all the
people. The training of doctors and
nurses will be at the top of the list. The
government will set up primary health
care services throughout the country to
educate the people about preventing
disease. Traditional healers will
continue to play an important part in
medicine.

There will be a Namibian National Red
Cross. SWAPO will join the World
Health Organisation in its goal of
"health for all" by the year 2000.

EDUCATION AND CULTURE
There will be education for all.
"Educction will be the centre of the
transformation of the Namibian
society."

Education will be compulsory for ten
years. People in rural areas will have
the same opportunities as people in
the towns. SWAPO will help to set up
nursery schools and training centres.

There will be a mass literacy campaign
so that people can learn to read and
write. Special attention will be given to
disabled people - like the blind and
those hurt in the war.

SWAPO will work for the development
of a people's culture by encouraging
arts and crafts, architecture, music,
dance, film, language and literature.
They will build museums and
community centres.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT
SWAPO will aim to make life better for
people in rural areas. SWAPO will give
support to rural development projects
such as schools, hospitals, dams, co-
operatives, self-help housing
committees, water wells and so on.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
HOUSING
There will be regional, district, muni-
cipal and village units of local govern-
ment. All people in local government
will be democratically elected. Chiefs
and traditional leaders will play an
important part in local government.

A SWAPO government will work
towards decent houses for all. People
who earn very little money will be
helped by the government to build or
improve their houses. .

WOMEN
Women will have full and equal rights.
There will be equal pay for equal work.
Women will have the right to paid.
maternity leave and job security. The
state will provide free child care
centres. Sexual harassment at work
will be against the law.

It will be law that a certain number of
women rnLJ;:'~:"'c ~:::-~ of the decision-
making bodies in government, trade
unions, political parties and so on.

YOUTH AND STUDENTS
There will be education and training
programmes for the youth and
students. The youth and students will
have the right and freedom to form
independent organisations. SWAPO
will set up a Ministry of Youth Affairs.
SWAPO will aim to create as many
jobs as possible for the youth. Young
people who are victims of the war will
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be given special help.

LABOUR
SWAPO will make new labour laws to
protect workers' rights. Under the new
law employers will have to pay a
minimum or living wage to workers.
Employers must provide housing
subsidies, life and health insurance,
annual and maternity leave and
respect health and safety standards.

The contract labour system will be
done away with and migrant workers
will be able to live with their families.
Workers will be able to work anywhere
and in any job.

Workers will have the right to organise
themselves into trade unions. This will
include domestic workers and farm
workers. SWAPO will start worker
education programmes.

ARMED FORCES
SWAPO will keep an army to defend
the country but it will live in peace with
neighbouring countries. There will be a
compulsory two year military service
for all men of 17 years of age.

The families of soldiers who died in the
struggle for independence will be
looked after by the state.

The Namibian army will help the
people - for example, by working in
farming and building.

THE MASS MEDIA
SWAPO believes that freedom of
expression is a basic human right.
Under a SWAPO government, there
will be state owned media and other

I media. Journalists will play an
important role in promoting

I democracy and people's power.

CORRUPTION IN PUBLIC LIFE
SWAPO will create an Office of the
Ombudsman, whose job will be to
make sure that the people's money is
used correctly and that there is no
corruption.

PUBLIC FINANCE
SWAPO will make a strict finance
policy to make sure that the right taxes
are paid by companies and individuals.
This money will be spent for the good
of the country. The people's money will
not be wasted.

ELECTORAL PROCESS
SWAPO will respect the democratic
principle of elections in which all adults
can vote.
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LETTERS
Dear brothers and sisters at Learn and
Teach,
I greet you in the name of God. We are
happy to see your magazine on Namibian
soil, our motherland. We know that you do
not like apartheid. We look forward to the
day that we will be free under President
Sam Nujoma.
F. Truteus
LUDERITZ

Thank you for your letter. Like you, we
are also looking forward to a free
Namibia. We hope you enjoy all the
stories in this magazine about your
country.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I want to thank you for your magazine. It
is very cheap but what it contains is not
cheap. Keep it up. I was sad to read about
the families of people who have been
behind bars for many years. Truly their
names live in our memories. Indeed I will
never forget the price they have paid.
What a shame that wives, lovers and
children lose their breadwinners for so
long in the prisons of apartheid. For a
child to grow up like Koikoi Motsoaledi is
heartbreaki ng.
W. Mahlaule
SOSHANGUVE

Dear Learn and Teach,
You wrote a story about "South Africa's
Death Factory." I found this story very
interesting and upsetting. I think the death
penalty must be abolished because it is
against humanity, like apartheid. The
government must find another way to
punish people which all races agree with.
I think that courts in South Africa judge by
the skin. Apartheid is causing anger and
frustration amongst the victims, us blacks.
J. P.
CAPE TOWN

Dear Learn and Teach,
Please publish my poem in your
magazine on Moss Mayekiso.

Forty-three years ago, I lived in the same
yard as he does now. Like him, I also led
a tenants movement. I was also a trade
unionist.

In Seventh Avenue
Is a man tall as a tree
Suffered for improvement of a
community

In footsteps of a man lived in
Seventh Avenue
Forty three years ago
Challenged the deteriorating
conditions
In jail and out
Echoed thousands of souls
"Amandla"

Modikwe Dikobe
SETTLERS

Dear Learn and Teach,
I have a problem where I work. I am a
shopsteward. I was elected by my fellow
workers. But now they have no unity with
the shopstewards council. When we call
them to meetings, they make excuses.
But then they say that the union is weak.
We often try to explain that the union is
built with workers' power. They say that
they are working for their families and we
must not come to them with our stories.

But we are only earning R306,75 a month
which is not enough for a worker with a
family. When we ask them what will
happen if one of the shopstewards gets
detained, we get no answer. We ask you
to publish this letter so that your readers
can see it and give us advice.
S.E.D.
WARMBATHS

Thank you for your letter. If any of our
readers have some advice about how
to get the workers more interested
and active in the union, please write to
us at Learn and Teach and we will
pass the letter on.
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LETTERS
you work more than 12hours a day,
you must get overtime pay. You may
not work more than 12 hours overtime
in a week. We think that you must go
and talk to a union. There are two
unions that organise security guards.
Here are their addresses:-

T
I

Dear Learn and Teach,
I want to complain about the Golden
Express Bus Company. On the way to the
Transkei, they stop at shops with
unreasonable prices just because they get
free meals. The white shopkeepers treat
us like animals. They have special prices
for travellers. Far example, half a chicken
marked R4,98 will be R6,56 at the
cashier. If you ask why there is a price
difference the 'big klein baas' will say,
"Voetsek, kaffir". I want to warn the
Golden Express Bus Company that I will
not use their buses unless things improve.
I will rather use the Vaal Maseru buses.
L. Sigcau
IDUTYWA

Thank you for your letter. We spoke to
a Mr Klopper at the Golden Express
Bus Company. He was sorry to hear
your complaint and he will complain
to the owners of the shops. Please
write to him giving him the names of
the shops where you have been badly
treated and charged unreasonable
prices. The address is:
Golden Express Bus Company,
P.O .Box 1516,
Randfontein,
1760

Dear Learn and Teach,
I workas a security guard. At our work,
we are always getting beatings from two
white men. We put up with it because we
want to work. Without work we suffer but
now they are beating us too much. We are
very badly treated at work. We start work
at 10 o'clock and finish at 7 o'clock in the
morning. There is no lunch time. They pay
us R15 a day. What do you say about the
way we security guards suffer? Please
save us.
Peter

Thank you for your letter, Peter. We
are sorry that we cannot write back to
you but you did not give us your
address, so we are answering your
letter here in the magazine. It sounds
like these white men are breaking the
law by beating you at work. Also, if

Transport and General Workers' Union
3rd floor
Queens Court
Cnr Bree and Klein St
Johannesburg
Tel: (011) 29-4631

Vukani Guards and Allied Workers
Union
2nd floor
Lekton House
5 Wanderers St
Johannesburg
Tel: (011) 29-4971

Dear Learn and Teach,
My mother has a problem. She has
worked at Sales House for seven years
but she is still not a permanent worker.
She does the same work as permanent
workers. I think that because she has
been there for seven years, she must be
made a permanent worker. I want to know
if she will get any benefits if anything
happens to her.
1. Moloi
HARRISMITH

Thank you for your letter. We spoke to
Sales House about your mother's
problem. They say that most people at
Sales House are casual because they
do not want to pay for permanent
workers when they are not busy.
Casual workers do not pay into the
pension fund. But they do pay UIF. So
if your mother leaves Sales House all
she will get is UIF. They say that your
mother can speak to the manager of
her shop and tell him that she wsnts a
permanent job. Otherwise she can talk
to the union. The union for this brench
of Sales House is CCAWUSA. Your
mother must talk to the Harrismith
representative or she can write to the
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LETTERS
getting the magazine. You can buy a
year's subscription to the magazine by
sending an R8.00 postal order. Or you
can become a seller and sell Learn
and Teach to the people in Steelpoort.
We will send you a letter telling you
how to become a seller. Second, about
your pension problems. We know that
the government is taking a long time
to payout people's pensions. In fact it
is so bad that the Black Sash is taking
the Department of Social Welfare and
Pensions to court. We will try to help
people with their pensions if you can
send us the names, pension numbers
and dates of birth of people who are
waiting for their pensions.

CCAWUSA head office:
CCAWUSA,
7th floor,
Park Chambers,
8 Wanderers St,
Johannesburg,
2001
Tel:(011) 23-6800

Dear Learn and Teach,
I want you to hear my complaint. On the
29th March we visited the Durban beach.
When we were there, a white man
wearing a red swimming costume came
and told us that blacks are not allowed to
swim there. When I asked him why, he
just walked away. So we moved to
another beach where all races were
swimming together. I want to know what
kind of whites need their own place to
swim? I also want to say that when they
announced on TV that all the beaches in
Durban were multiracial, they were not
telling the truth.
L.L. Neo
INANDA

Thank you for your letter. We spoke to
the head of the Durban Parks
Department. He said that he agrees
with you - when the TV said that all
beaches in Durban were open to
everyone, it was not true. South
Beach, Addington Beach and all the
Bluff beaches are still reserved for
"whites only"! But he hopes that one
day all the beaches in Durban will be
open. So do we!

Dear Learn and Teach,
I was very happy to read your magazine.
I want to thank COSATU and NACTU for
what they have done. I want you to open
an office in our village where we can buy
this magazine. We also need to get
advice. People are very bitter in our
village. Old people are not getting their
pensions. Sometimes they wait until they
die.
J. Choma
STEELPOORT

Thank you for your letter. First, about

Dear Learn and Teach,
My home is Nthorwane location, near
Greylingstad. My township is up on a hill
with no electricity or roads that cars can
drive on. There are only a few taps in the
township and you find people waiting in
long lines to get water. In 1986 we were
told that a new township would be built.
Since then only four new houses have
been built but there are thousands of
people in the township. We live in a shack
which people call "Amavaga" - a wag
plek. We have to pay R30 per month but
people who arrived before us only pay R6
a month. I want to know why they divide
us like that. I also want to know where
they think we can get so much money
when there is no work in Greylingstad.
The councillors are undemocratic. Please
help us as it is like my township is in a
dark continent.
Moses Tshabalala
NTHORWANE

Thank you for your letter. You can
speak to these two organisations as
they work with people in rural areas:

Transvaal Rural Action Committee
(TRAC)
Queensbridge
Cnr Juta and Bertha St
Braamfontein
2001
Tel: (011) 23-8405

65 LEARN AND TEACH



Queenstown or Matatiele. If anyone
knows about the Mjekula family, please
write to:

W.T. Damoied
P.O. Box 8353
Cumberwood
3235

TO THE READERS OF LEARN AND
TEACH

If you want us to help you with your
problems, especially with pensions
and 10books, please send usas much
information as you can. Here is a
check list for you.
:] full name (first names and

surname)
:] date of birth
:] place of birth
:] when you applied for your pension

or 10book
:] where you applied for your pension

or 10book
:] the numbers of any papers or

documents you have been given

LETTERS

LEARN and TEACH MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FORM
If you want the next six magazines through the post, fill in the form below and send it to
us with a postal order or a cheque.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

COST: Students and Workers: R8.00

People who live in Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland, Zimbabwe and
Mozambique: R10.00

Companies, Overseas and Donor subscriptions: R35.00

Our postal address is:
Learn and Teach Publications
P.O. Box 556
Joannesburg
2000
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ENGLISH LESSON
On pages 5 to 24 in this magazine, you can read the
HISTORY OF NAMIBIA.

In this lesson, we are going to read only a part - or a
passage - of the HISTORY OF NAMIBIA. The passage is
printed on the opposite page.

But before you read the passage opposite, how about
TESTING YOUR GENERAL KNOWLEDGE with these questions!

DO YOU KNOW?

1. Which European country occupied Namibia?

2. The year of the Battle of Hamakari?

3. Who fought in this battle?

4. How many Herero people were killed between 1904 and 1907?

Read the passage on the opposite page to find the correct
answers. (If you are still not sure after reading the
passage, you can check again on page 73.)
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THE 1904-1907 WAR OF RESISTANCE

The Germans took more and more land from the people and gave it to German
1 settlers from Europe. By 1903, the Herero people had been robbed of more than

half their land. One year later, Samuel Maharero, Chief of the Herero, declared
war on the Germans.

The Damara and the Nama soon joined
the Herero in the struggle. The Ovambo

2 did not join the fighting because the
Germans had not taken their land, but
they did give shelter to people fleeing
from the south.

At the start of the war, Samuel
Maharero ordered that no women,

3 children or unarmed white men should
be attacked. But the German General
von Trotha did not care who he killed.
He ordered that:

"... every Herero tribesman, armed or
4 unarmed, with or without cattle, will

be shot. .. I believe the Herero must Samuel Maharero, Chief of the Herero.
be destroyed as a nation. "

THE BATTLE OF HAMAKARI

On 11 August 1904, the Germans killed thousands of Herero men, women and
children in a battle at Hamakari. Some escaped to Botswana through the5 Kalahari desert but many died on their way across the harsh, sun-baked sands.
Others fled north where they were helped by Chief Nehale of the Ondonga
community. Many more died after they were taken prisoner and used as slave
labour on the railways.

By the end of 1905, more than 60 000 Hereros had been killed and half the
6 Damaras and the Namas were also dead. Even so, the people fought on bravely

until they were finally forced to give up.

7 The Germans took all the remaining good land from the defeated people and
gave it to German settlers. They did not allow the people to keep cattle and they
executed chiefs and headmen.
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Now ...

TEST YOUR WORD
POWERI
To help you in this exercise, we have put a number next to
each paragraph. There are seven paragraphs.

Read the passage and find a word that means:

Example:

stolen (paragraph 1)

robbe.d
1. running away from the enemy (paragraph 2)

2. gave a command (paragraph 3)

3. carrying a weapon (paragraph 4)

4. dry, hot sands (paragraph 5)

5. a big fight during a war (paragraph 5)

6. the losers in a war (paragraph 7)

7. when someone is killed as a punishment (paragraph 7)

NOTE: you can check your answers on page 73.
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r
CAN YOU GET THE MAIN
IDEA?
Powerful readers get the main idea of a story quickly. Can
you say which of the sentences below is the main idea of
the passage? (You can check your answer on page 73)

1. It was Samuel Maharero, Chief of the Herero, who declared war
on the Germans.

2. Many people escaped to Botswana but many died on their way.

3. The people of Namibia suffered in their struggle to get back their
land from the Germans.

4. The trouble with the German settlers was that they did not allow
the people to keep cattle.

These Namibians were captured by' the Germans
in the 1904-1907 War of Resistance. Here they stand in chains.
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TEST YOUR LANGUAGEI
~, THEIR and ~ can be confusing words - it is not
always easy to understand who or what these words are
talking about.

In the two paragraphs below, we have put a circle around
the words THEY, THEIR and ITS. Can you say who or what
these words are talking about? We have done the first one
for you. (Check your answers on page 73)

The Damara and the Nama soon joined the Herero in the
struggle. The Ovambo did not join the fighting because the
G~rmans had not taken @1e0land in the north, but~did
give shelter to people fleeing from the south.

Example:

THEIR LAND means the. lat\d of cirle O..t-\~'16G.

THEY means ~hc. O"vtVV1 be.

The Germans took all the remaining good land from the
defeated people and gave@to the German settlers. eth~eYJ
did not allow the people to keep cattle and~~:0executed
chiefs and headmen.

IT means

THEY means

THEY means
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WRITE TO US!

The story you have
just read about
Namibia is like
South Africa in
many ways. Many
South African
people have had
their land taken
away from them and
have been forced
to move to another
place. Has this
happened to you or
to a community you
know?

Why not write and
tell us about it?
We will publish
the best story in
our magazine.

~0o 0

A German soldier guards a Namibian
.prisoner who was arrested because

he did not have a job.

Please do not write more than one page.

ANSWERS
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