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The Vaal, September 1984. 31 people died and R30 million rand damage was done.

Save the Sharpeville Six
On Monday, the 3rd of September,
1984, the townships in the Vaal blew
up. People were angry about the new,
high rents the Lekoa Town Council
said they must pay.

People in Evaton, Sebokeng and
Sharpeville all marched to the Council
offices. But people never reached the
offices. Police arrived and shot teargas
and rubber bullets at the marchers.
People ran in all directions.

By the end of that week, thirty one
people were dead. Four of the dead
were councillors. Shops and buses
were burnt and stoned. More than R30
million rand's worth of damage was
done.

GUILTY!

On the 13th December, 1985, the
judge said Reginald Sefatsa, Reid
Mokoena, Oupa Diniso, Theresa
Ramashamola, Duma Khumalo and
Francis Mokhesi were guilty of murder.
They were sentenced to death.

Motseki Mokubung and Gideon
Mokone, who were also charged
were found guilty of public violence and
'subversion1. The judge said they must
both go to jail for eight years.

THE FIGHT GOES ON
Since this time, the Sharpeville Six, as
people call them, have spent more
than a year in 'death row.' But people
have not forgotten them. And the fight
to save their lives goes on.

Someone from the Vaal Information
Nearly a year later eight people went to Service told Learn and Teach why
court, charged with the murder of
Jacob Dlamini - a councillor from
Sharpeville who was killed during the
march.

i

people are fighting against their
sentences.

"We feel that these people are not
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Councillor Dlamini's house after his death.

guilty. If you want to say that anyone is
guilty of the murder, then everyone
who lives in Sharpeville is guilty.

"On the 3rd of September, 1984, the
march started off peacefully. And when
people went passed Mr Dlamini's
house, they did not want to hurt him.
They wanted to ask him to join the
march. But when Mr Dlamini took out
his gun and started shooting, people
were very frightened and angry.

"We feel that the Sharpeville Six were
sentenced to death, not because they
were guilty, but because the
government wanted to use them as a
lesson. They want to scare people to
stop fighting against apartheid."

"We worked hard, telling people what
was happening with the court case.
We held house meetings. Now
everyone is waiting to see what will
happen. The lawyers hope that the
appeal will be heard in the Appeal
Court later this year.

In the meantime, there is one thing in
the minds of the people in Sharpeville.

Everyone is saying, "Save the
Sharpeville Six."

THE SHARPEVILLE
SIX - by their families
MMA SEFATSA - wife of
Reginald, Accused No. 1
Reginald and I were married in 1980.
We have a two year old child. When
Reginald was arrested, he was not
working. But he tried to make ends
meet by selling apples at the station.

I remember when the police came to
arrest him. We were woken up early in
the morning. They told my husband
that they wanted Dlamini's gun. When
he said he did not have it, they slapped
him and took him away.

I did not know what to do. So I went to
the Vaal Information Service and they
helped me to find a lawyer. I was in
court the day the judge gave the
sentence. I could not believe it when I
heard that Reginald was charged with
murder.

When I saw Reginald afterwards, all I
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said was that he must not worry - he
must know that I'll always be with him.
And that I know that he is not guilty.

I am struggling to make ends meet
now. The SACC and the Red Cross
are helping us. But it is still difficult.

I know that Reginald is not guilty. And I
am hoping that they will win the appeal.
Reginald is also full of hope.

MME MAMOKOENA - mother of
Reid, Accused No. 2
My son, Malebo Reid Mokoena.was
detained in the morning of 9th
November, 1984. The police arrived
and told Reid to dress. They told the
rest of us to stay inside.

Reid was working at Tralco
Engineering when he was arrested.
The saddest thing is that when he was
arrested, we were talking to the family
of his girlfriend. His girlfriend was
pregnant and they wanted to get
married.

After the police took Reid away, we
looked for him everywhere but we
could not find him. So we gave up.
Then the police told us to go to
Vereenging police station. Reid was
there. He looked very happy. But I was
very worried because Reid has never
been in jail before.
People were very kind to us.
They helped us with transport and they
helped us to find lawyers for him.

My son was always very good to me.
He was a very friendly person. His
friends called him 'Ja Baas' because he
always shouted 'Ja.1 But at home we
called him 'Bobo' because he looked
like a baby.

Reid's girlfriend had her baby. We call
him Thabang and he is a year old now.
We took him to see his father once. But
we do not take him anymore because
the people at the prison say no children
are allowed.

I could not go to the trial everyday but
his girlfriend went. When Reid's
girlfriend told me the judge said they
were guilty, all I said was, 'Why did you
tell me that?' That day I thought I
would die.

I know that Reid is not guilty. And I pray
to God and our ancestors that they will
win their appeal.

I want to thank all the people who
helped us. I wish them the best. I hope
that their organisations grow and get
strong.

SUSAN DINISO - wife of Oupa,
Accused No. 3
Oupa was born in Sharpeville. He is
the oldest of seven children. When he
finished school, he went to work for
Stewarts and Lloyd. He worked there
for eight years.

I met Oupa when we were at school.
We got married in 1982. We have two
children, Lindiwe, who is three and
Thembile, who is eight years old.

Oupa is not interested in politics. His
main interest was golf and his children
- he loved the children very much.

The police came on 9th of November
1984. They said they wanted to ask
him some questions about a gun.
Oupa gave them the gun but they still
took him away.

I went to the court case nearly
every day. I did not believe it when the
judge said they were guilty.

Now I vist Oupa three times a week.
He is in prison in Pretoria. Oupa is
strong. He is sure that they will win
their appeal.

We are struggling at home -1 do not
work. And the children are always
asking, "Mama, where is our father?1

But I never lose hope that one day
Oupa will be at home with us.
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Susan Diniso, Mma Sefatsa, Mme MaMokoena, Mamamchedi Ramashamola
and Betty Khumalo - waiting for their loved ones who are in 'death row'.

MAMACHEDI RAMASHAMOLA -
sister to Theresa, Accused no. 4
Theresa finished Standard Five at the
Catholic primary school, here in
Sharpeville. When Theresa was
arrested, she was working as a
waitress at a burger bar.

I was not at home when the police
came to get Theresa. I was visiting in
Lesotho. When I came home, I found
my mother in a very bad way. She
used to cry all the time. Now she tries
to keep calm.

We miss Theresa very much at home.
She was always a very happy person.
She brought much laughter to our
house. I think about her all the time.

I visit Theresa most of the time. It is
very difficult for my mother to go as she
is working. She can only go when she
has time off.

People must give us support so that
Theresa gets free.

BETTY KHUMALO - wife of Duma,
Accused No. 7
Duma was busy studying at the
Sebokeng Teachers Training College
when he was arrested. I was staying
with my parents at the time. His
brother came to tell me. It was very
painful. I just could not believe it,
especially when I heard they were
charged with murder.
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I had to take time off work to go to the
court case. Even now, if I want to see
him, I must take time off.

In the begining I missed Duma very
much. He is a very jolly somebody. But
now I am used to Duma not being
around.

After Duma was arrested, there was a
big tragedy in the family. His younger
brother was stabbed to death.

Now I am living with his father because
there is no-one to look after him. I am
looking forward to the day that Duma
will be back at home with us.

NTATE MOKGESI - father of
Francis, Accused No. 8
Francis, or Don, as his friends called
him, was brought up to be a good
Catholic boy. He went to the Catholic
school in Sharpeville and then to Saint
Theresa's in Herschel. He was working
at the O.K. Bazaars.

Francis's great love in life was football.
He was a professional football player.
He played for the Vaal
Professionals. Francis has always been
a very good son to me. He was a
happy person - not short-tempered at
all. He treated me with respect and he
helped me with money. Now that
Francis is in jail, we all live off my
pension.

We miss Francis at home. His wife and
his child are living with me now. It is
very hard for them.

When I heard that the judge said that
Francis was guilty, I nearly died of
shock. It is a sign that God is great that
I am still alive today.

I don't like to visit Francis in prison.
When I go there, the tears just run
down my cheeks -1 cannot stop them.
And I know my tears make Francis feel
sad too. So it is better that I do not go.

As a Christian, I feel that I must take
things as they come. And my faith in
God keeps me going. But my greatest
wish is that Francis will come home
before I die.

What more can we say except that we
stand with Reginald, Reid, Oupa,
Theresa, Duma and Francis. And we
wish their families strength to face the
difficult time ahead - waiting for their
loved ones at home. •

Ntate Mokgesi - "Francis was a good son
to me."
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Free the Children
In most countries there are laws which
say children cannot go to jail. In South
Africa, the Child Care Act says that
children under eighteen years cannot
go to jail.

But since the beginning of the State of
Emergency, no-one can say how many
children have been detained in our
country. We only know that at the
moment there are more than 1 000
children in detention.

People all over the world are shocked
at the way the government here treats
children. Many people wrote letters.
Some people wrote to PW Botha.
Other people wrote to the children
themselves - or to their families.

These people all sent copies of their
letters to the Free the Children
Alliance. Here are some of the letters.

Now you can see what people from
other countries think about the
suffering of children in South Africa.

To the people of South Africa

I am writing to tell you how I worry
about the children in jail in South
Africa. I am the mother of three sons
aged ten, seventeen and eighteen.

The thought of my sons suffering like
the children in South Africa fills me
with horror. My ten year old boy has
just fallen asleep with his head on my
knee. He is tired after playing games
all day. I am sure he is dreaming
sweet dreams now - dreams of
Superman, football, Father Christmas.

I feel that children in South Africa had
their childhood stolen - and they will
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never get it back. And they will never
again see adults as people who will
protect them.

All adults have a duty to protect people
who are weaker - like children are.
Adults who hurt children and put them
in prison are not doing their duty as
human beings.

As a mother, I can only imagine the
pain which mothers in South Africa are
feeling. And I can only imagine the
fear of the children in jail.

Martin Luther King said he had a
dream of black and white people living
together in peace. This must be the
dream of every caring person in the
world. The present nightmare in
South Africa must end.

Mrs J.R. Jones
ENGLAND

To the South African
Government
I, Stella Rodriguez, am a student of
Aquinas High School. I am writing
because I want you to free all the
children in your prisons. I feel you are
very wrong to keep these children in
prison. They are so young and they
know nothing of life. I think you must
think about their parents. You must
think about your own children. How
would you feel if someone took your
children away? You would also feel
sad and worried. So, please let the
children out.

Stella Rodriguez
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

To the children of South Africa

We are children in Tasmania,
Australia. We are on a camp-out. We
spoke about South Africa and we
prayed for you. We prayed that you
are not being hurt and you will soon

be free. We are very lucky that we can
go to camp-outs. We are sorry that
you cannot go to camp-outs too.

from Melissa, Leah and Jane.

My name is Anna. I am a little girl. I
am sad that you are in jail.

My name is Thomas and I hope you
will soon be back with your family.

From some children who love Jesus in
Australia

To the parents of the children )n
in prison
We are children of a school in Holland.
The children at our school made cards
for the children who are in prison. We
want to ask you, will you send them
these cards? It will be easier for you.
We send you our best wishes from all
the children of the primary school,
^ Korf.

To the South African
government
Nous, enfants de I'ecole Saint Joseph,
vous prions de liberez des enfants qui
soufrent en prison injustement.(We,
the children of the Saint Joseph
school, say that you are taking the
freedom of the children. The children
are suffering unjustly in prison.)

Dear Brothers and Sisters

My warm greeting to you. You are not
forgotten by the people of my country.
I hope when you read this letter more
children will be out of jail. But I fear that
other children will take their places in
the prisons. Do not give up hope.
Your freedom will come. You are
getting closer and closer each day. I
read and watch the news that comes
from your country. But I believe that
we do not get the truth. Your struggle
is right and just, so it will succeed.

Jonathan Paddock
ENGLAND
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Please send a R9.00 postal order.
This includes postage and GST. You
must say what size you want. There
are small, medium, large and extra
large.



'WHO'S FOOLING WH®?'
Any time Moroka Swallows are playing

soccer, and you hear a great roar from
the crowd, you will know one thing -
'Who's Fooling Who' Hlongwane has
scored yet another goal.

And when you see a well-built man,
running with the ball, past the other
team to the goals, know that the man is
"Who's Fooling Who' Hlongwane.

Learn and Teach went to see this man
who scored more goals than anyone
else last year. We went to the George
Goch Stadium where 'Who's Fooling
Who1 trains with his team, Moroka
Swallows (Ltd) - or 'The Birds' as
people call them.

DUSTY STREETS AND TENNIS
BALLS

'Who's Fooling Who'was more than
happy to speak to us. "I was born
twenty five years ago at Temba
Township in Bophuthatswana,"vWho's

Fooling Who1 told us. "Like all kids from

the townships, I started playing soccer
in the dusty streets with a tennis ball.

"I used to play football at school. And at
weekends I played for my father's team
which is well-known in
Bophuthatswana. I am from a family of
football lovers, even my mother loves
football.

"People used to tell me that I played
football very well. But I just played
football because I loved it. I thought
that they were just talking. I never
dreamt That I would one day play for
one of the big teams."

NO MONEY TO STUDY
"I wanted to be a lawyer. I finished my
matric but I could not go to university.
My parents did not have money. So I
stayed at home and played football. I
told myself that one day I was going to
be a great footballer.

"My big chance came in 1978. I started
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playing for Arcadia Fluoride. For the
first three years that I played for
Arcadia, I was chosen as Footballer of
the Year."

MR R22 000.
Soccer lovers will never forget that
Moroka Swallows bought 'Who's
Fooling Who' from Arcadia for R22 000.
It was the most money to be paid
for a football player in 1982.

For a while, people called' Who's
Fooling Who; Mr R22 000. But soon his
fans changed his name to 'Who's
Fooling Who'. The words come from a
song which people loved. But the
name was given to 'Who's Fooling
Who1 because of the way he plays
football. He fools the other players
when he dribbles.

NO ROUGH PLAY, PLEASE
"I love football very much," 'Who's
Fooling Who1 said, "But it must be
clean. I hate rough games. Some
players forget that they are playing a
game. Then they get rough. That is
bad. Rough play kills the good name
that football has.

"I also do not like the way some
referees run the game. Sometimes
they do not control the game well - or
they make unfair decisions. It is not
good for football. It turns football into a
circus."

JOMO SONO IS KING
We asked 'Who's Fooling Who', who his
favourite soccer player is."My hero is
Jomo Sono of Jomo Cosmos. I started
liking him when I was a boy. Jomo Sono
is the king of football. He has got his
own beautiful way of playing. Jomo
thinks quickly and he never grows old".

FAMILY MAN AND STUDENT
We asked' Who's Fooling Who' what
he does when he is not scoring goals
for Swallows. "I read a lot," 'Who's
fooling who' told us. "I have a diploma
in Business Management and

'Who's Fooling Who1 lives up to his name
on the football field.

Administration. I am now studying for
my degreee in Business Management
and Administration with the University
of Bophuthatswana.

"I also like listening to music. I like a
group called The O'Jays and Kenny
Rogers. But most of all I like to spend
time with my family.

"My wife's name is Margaret
Hlongwane. And we have a beautiful
seven year old daughter. I live with my
parents and my wife. Margaret likes
football as much as I do. She is my
number one fan. She watches me
everytime I play," said 'Who's Fooling
Who1,smiling.

'WHO'S FOOLING WHO
TRAINS
We wanted to know what makes
'Who's Fooling Who' such a good
player. "I train twice a day," 'Who's
Fooling Who' told us. "In the morning I
run. And in the afternoon I train again
with my team.
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"Training is very important. But you
must look after yourself too. I make
sure that I have a good night's sleep
every night. I also watch what I eat. I
eat a lot of traditional Shangaan food,
especially pap and chicken cooked
with peanuts."

SOME ADVICE
"My advice for youngsters who want to
become football stars is: You must
practise everyday. You must eat good
food and you must not drink or smoke.
Drinking and smoking is not good for
your health.

And if you have seen xWho's Fooling
Who', you will know that his advice is
good. Who's Fooling Who' is very fit
and healthy. But more than that, he is
one of the best football players in
South Africa today. •

A magazine far those interested
in what's behind the news!

We are looking for:
* distributors

* sellers
Phone:(011)403-1586

(011)403-1912
Or write to:

SARS,
P.O. Box 32716,

Braamfontein, 2017

'Who's Fooling Who' receiving 'Goal Scorer of the Year' and
'Player of the Month' awards.
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Trains burn at the Braamfontein railway yard.

Railway Workers
Say NO!

On 24th October 1986, the South
African Transport Services called
Andrew Nedzamba, one of their
drivers, into the City Deep offices.
They did not know then that this would
lead to the biggest strike by railway
workers in South Africa.

On Friday, 13th March, the railway
workers stopped work, after Andrew
Nedzamba was fired. They did not
know then that six of their fellow
workers would die - and that their union
offices would be blown up.

ANDREW'S CASE
Letshema Molemohi, a worker from
the SATS City Deep depot told Learn
and Teach how the strike started. "We
were very angry about Andrew," said
Letshema. "Andrew forgot to hand in
some money he collected one Friday.
So he gave it in on Monday morning
before he went out on his rounds.

"The same day, the bosses called
Andrew to the office. They asked him
to make a statement, saying why he
did not give the money in. Andrew
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wrote down what happened. Then he
forgot all about it.

what they think without getting into
trouble at work.

"But in February, the bosses called
Andrew to the offices again. They said
that Andrew agreed in his statement
that he was guilty. Ten days later they
told Andrew that he was fired for
"misconduct".

WORKERS ARE TIRED
"When the other drivers heard that
Andrew was fired, we stopped work.

We told the SATS bosses we would not
work until Andrew was back at work.
Then we went and told our union,
SARHWU - the South African Railways
and Harbours Workers Union - what
was happening at the City Deep depot.

"The bosses sent a man called Mr
Berndt to talk with us. They said
Andrew could come back as a
labourer. We said no. Then they said
he can have his job back but he must
pay a fine of R80. We said no again.

"For years SATS have treated us badly.
For years they have fired people for
nothing. We are tired of bad treatment.
So this time the workers said, 'Enough
is enough.1 We were not just fighting
for Andrew. We were fighting for
ourselves too."

THE WORKERS DEMANDS
"We did not go home - we just stayed in
the change rooms. We kept the keys of
our trucks with us - so that no-one
could drive them. And while we were
waiting, we drew up a list of demands.
The list said:
1. Andrew must get his job back.
2. The workers must get full pay for the
days that they did not work.
3. Workers must have a say when
another worker is disciplined.
4. The bosses must talk to workers
about decisions which affect the
workers.
5. Black and white workers must be
treated in the same way.
6. The workers must be free to say

"We gave this list to the bosses and we
went back to the change rooms. Early
the next morning, the police arrived.

They showed us a letter from the
courts. The letter said we must not
stop people from driving our trucks. So
we gave the police our keys."

TALKS FAIL
At the end of the week, SARHWU
called a meeting. They asked railway
workers from other depots to come.
The union thought a few hundred
people would be at the meeting. But
when they got to their offices, there
were thousands of workers waiting.
The news of Andrew's case had
spread fast.

At the meeting, the workers from the
other depots said they would help the
City Deep workers. They decided to
send a team of people to talk to the
bosses. Workers and the SATS
bosses met nearly everyday for the
next week. But they could not agree.

The workers then suggested to the
bosses that they get an outsider to help
them find an agreement. SATS said
no. They also said that they would not
talk to the workers' chosen team - they
would only talk to the SATS union -
BLATU.

But the workers say they do not want
BLATU. They want SATS to talk to the
union that most workers belong to -
SARHWU.

OTHER WORKERS JOIN IN
When SATS refused to talk to the
workers, they decided to take strong
action. Workers from other depots
joined the City Deep people. 22 000
railway workers stopped work all over
the Rand. Even some workers in
Bloemfontein refused to work.
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Mr Molefe on strike after 29 years on the railways.

Walter Molefe has worked for SATS
since 1959. He is a ticket collector in
Roodepoort. Walter told Learn and
Teach why he joined the strike:

"SATS does not care for the people
who work for them. They treat us bad.
And when we say we want to be
treated like human beings, they send
the police."

BAD TREATMENT FOR TOO
LONG
"I have worked for SATS for a long
time. I have seen people come and go
for no reason. I have seen white
workers treating black workers badly.
Whites get powerful jobs, while black
workers, no matter how good they are,
stay at the bottom of everything. And
when there is trouble with the bosses,
the whites protect themselves and
blame the black workers.

"SATS expect us to keep quiet and let
them play with our lives. Don't they
understand that we have families to
look after? Don't they understand that

SATS strikers meet outside the Johannesburg station.



Police gaurding the stations during the strike.

we need to be treated fairly? It is time
that SATS learnt to listen to us. And
that is why I am on strike."

TRAINS BURN
Letshema went on with the story of the
strike. "People started to attack and
bum trains," Lesthema said. "SATS
accused us - and our union of doing
this. But we do not know who burnt the
trains.

"SATS gave us until Wednesday, 15th
April, to go back to work. Then they
fired 16 000 workers. On that
Wednesday, we held meetings to talk
about what to do. I was at Cosatu
House when we heard the police had
attacked a meeting in Germiston and
killed three people."

15

COSATU HOUSE ATTACKED
"Workers at Cosatu House were
worried and shocked when they heard
this news. Some workers rushed to
Doornfontein Station to catch the train
to Germiston. They wanted to help
their fellow workers.

"Before we knew what was happening
Cosatu House was surrounded by
police and three more workers were
dead. 400 SATS workers were
arrested that day.

"In the days that followed, there was a
muddle. The strikers were frightened
to come to Cosatu House. Bit by bit
people came back. But now we are
back in the same situation. Since
Cosatu House was bombed, we have
nowhere to meet."

THE STRIKE GOES ON
Justice Langa is the President of
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SARHWU members wash away the blood of their comrades after three strikers
were shot in Germiston.

SARHWU. He told Learn and Teach
what is happening at the moment.
"The workers have not given up,"
Justice said. "We are waiting to see
what will happen. We are taking SATS
to court. We say that SATS was acting
outside the law when they fired all the
workers.

"SATS say they will not employ new
workers until the court case - and they
will not chase workers out of their
hostels. The court case will be held on
the 25th May. We are hopeful that we
will reach an agreement with them."

A LONG, HARD FIGHT
"It has been a long and difficult battle.
Workers have died and been detained.
We have really suffered. And the

unions have suffered too - not just our
union - but all the unions. All the
people from Cosatu House are out on
the streets, looking for new offices.

"We did not want to cause problems for
the other unions. But we cannot go
back to our old lives under SATS.
When we go back, we want to know
that we will be treated like human
beings."

We salute the SATS workers for their
courage. They have fought long and
hard. The SATS bosses must know
that the world is watching them - we
have all seen how they treat the people
who work for them. And we hope the
strikers will win their fight for better
treatment on the railways. •
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An Afternoon at the Good Hope
Last Monday I was very tired. I did not
feel like working. So, at lunchtime, I
told everyone at the office that I must
go out. I wanted to go and relax
somewhere. But I didn't know where
to go.

I couldn't go home - people at home
ask too many questions. But I didn't
want to hang around, in town. What if
someone from work saw me? Then I
thought of the cinema - now that is a
good place to hide.

showing. It was a Chuck Norris film
and a war movie. I didn't mind. Any
movie is okay if you are only looking
for a place to relax.

I checked my pockets for money - only
two rand. That was not enough money
for the 'larney' cinemas. So I walked
down to the Good Hope in
Commissioner St. For two rand, you
can see two movies there - and buy
some food at interval.

When I got to the Good Hope, I looked
at the posters to see what was

There were many people waiting to
see the movie. I went and stood at the
back of the line. I looked to see who
was there. There were Vastas' and
"pantsulas1. And there were lots of
ordinary people, like myself.

I wondered why they were at the
movies on a Monday afternoon. I
spoke to the woman next to me. She
had her baby on her back.
"Sometimes," the woman said, "it
is nice to get away from your troubles.
When you come to the movies, you are
in another world for two hours. And for
those two hours, you have nothing to
worry about."

The woman was right,l thought to
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myself. When you are at the movies,
you can pretend that you are the
strongest, or the most beautiful person
in the world - but just for two hours.

*****************************************

Suddenly someone started shouting.
It was an ice-cream seller. And he was
shouting, "I scream, you scream, we all
scream for ice-cream." People rushed
to buy ice-creams from him.

It was hot, waiting in the sun and I was
getting very tired. I saw someone,
trying to sell tickets to the people in the
line. But before he got to me,
someone said, "Don't buy from him.
Those people sell old tickets. Then,
when you get to the door, they won't let
you in."

*****************************************

After a long wait I got my ticket. When I
went inside, the movie had not started.
It was very dark - it was like being

underground. I tried to walk but I could
not see where I was going. Luckily the
usher arrived with his torch, before I
tripped and fell.

He showed me to my seat. When I sat
down, the chair slid forward. It was
very comfortable. Then the screen lit
up with advertisements, before the film
started.

*****************************************

Someone near me read everything on
the screen out loud. I was getting very
cross. But luckily another person told
him to keep quiet. Next minute Chuck
Norris appeared on the screen. And
everyone started whistling and
shouting.

I never got a chance to sleep in that
movie. Chuck Norris spent the whole

All types of people were waiting to see the movie. 18



But he went after them. He beat them
all up and got his child back.

When that film was over, it was time for
interval. I was very pleased. It was
very hot inside and I wanted an ice-
cream. I went outside and started
speaking to a guy.

This man spoke with an American
accent. I was very surprised. What
was an American doing at the Good
Hope? But when I asked him where
he lived, he told me that he lived in
Meadowlands.

"I come to the movies every week," he
told me. "And I learnt English through
the movies. That is why you think I am
an American."

I went back into the cinema in time for
the second film. I soon fell fast asleep.
I woke up with the sounds of guns
shooting. I got a big fright. "Don't
shoot," I shouted. The man next to me
told me to be quiet. Then I
remembered I was at the movies.

When the second film finished, I was
surprised to see the sun shining
outside. People were standing
around, talking about the films we had
just seen. One guy, John Hlatswayo,
just shook his head.

"Nowadays most films are about
fighting. And a lot of films are about
Americans fighting the Communists.
The Americans are always the goodies
and the Communists are the badies.
One day it would be nice to see a film
where the Communists are good and
the Americans are bad."

*****************************************
I thought about the things I had heard
at the movies. John was right. It would
be nice to see films that aren't just
about fighting, and that aren't about
good Americans and bad Communists.

But it would also be good if people's
lives were better and they did not use
the movies to run away from their
problems either. Maybe I am looking
for too much. Who knows?

Heytadaar! •
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SOPHIATOWN SPEAKS
Last year I went to see a play called
'Sophiatown1. Everyone was talking
about it. The play was about how
people lived in Sophiatown - and how
they were forced to leave their homes.
But it wasn't all sad. There was lots of
singing and dancing too.

During the interval, while I was having
a cooldrink, I saw a book called,
'Sophiatown Speaks1. I picked it up
and looked at it. I saw the book was
written by the same people who were
doing the play - the Junction Avenue
Theatre Group

I think the photographs first caught my
eye - gangsters in great big American
cars, wearing very fancy clothes,
people dancing, children playing. And
the sad, sad pictures of people being
moved out of their homes.

I started reading the stories about the
people of 'Kofifi1. My friends were
pulling on my arm, telling me the play

was starting. Someone was asking me
for money - the book shop owner!

I didn't have money for the book then.
So I went back to see the rest of the
play. But I went back to the book shop
the very next day to buy 'Sophiatown
Speaks'. I wanted to finish reading it.

TALKING TO THE JUNCTION
AVENUE GROUP
When I finished the book, I went to find
the people who put it together. I spoke
to Pippa Stein of the Junction Avenue
Theatre Group.

FINDING HIDDEN HISTORY
"The Junction Avenue Theatre Group
does plays about Johannesburg,"
Pippa told me. "We do plays about the
'hidden' history - the history that you
don't read in history books at school.

"We felt that moving people out of
Sophiatown was a very important time
in the history of Johannesburg. If
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people had stayed in Sophiatown,
Jo'burg would be a very different city
today."

SOPHIATOWN - TIME AND
PLACE
"But Sophiatown was more than just a
place - it was a time. It was a time
when people lived together, when
people owned their houses and lived
close to town.

"It was also the time of the Defiance
Campaign. It was a time of the
gangsters and the priests. It was the
time of black writers like Can Themba
and Henry Nxumalo.

EVERYTHING MUST BE RIGHT
"When we were working on the play,
we knew that we must get everything
right - the clothes, the language,
everything. We knew people who lived
in Sophiatown would come and see the
play. So we could not make mistakes.

"The only way to get things right was to
talk to people who lived in "Kofifi1. We
spoke to all sorts of different people.
We asked Jane Dakile, a teacher from
Sophiatown to come. We spoke to Don
Mattera and Kort Boy. They were both
gangsters in "Kofifi1 time.

A backyard in 'Kofifi1

Dancing was a way of life in 'Kofifi'

"We spoke to people who worked for
Drum magazine at that time. We spoke
to Father Huddleston who was the
priest there. And we spoke to people
who knew 'Kofifi1 and the people who
lived there."

THEY GAVE US HISTORY
"These people really helped us. When
they left us, we saw that they had given
us more than just help with the play.
Their stories about Sophiatown were
living history. So we wrote their stories
down, just as they told them to us. And
that is how the book, "Sophiatown
Speaks' was born."

That is what "Sqphiatown Speaks1 is - a
piece of living history, The people who
wrote down the stories tried to make
the English easy. But the English is
more difficult than Learn and Teach.

So if you want to read some
people's history, you must send
R11,20 (this includes GST) to:
Junction Avenue Press
21 Liddle St
BERTRAMS, 2094
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OUKASIE, YES!

LETLHABILE NO!
Just outside Brits, near Pretoria, you
will find Oukasie. The houses of
Ouksaie suit the name - they are old
and rusty. But they are homes to the
people who live there. And the people
of Oukasie are fighting for the right to
live there.

The story of Oukasie started in 1935.
The government built a few tin shacks
for the people who worked at Brits.
Since that time the government has
not built another house there.

So people built their own houses. And
people who did not have money to
build houses, built shacks on other
people's plots.

When you go to Oukasie today, you

will still think it is 1935. There are no
tarred roads. There are no drains for
water. There is no electricity and no
street lights. And people still use
bucket toilets.

LETLABILE - A LIVING GRAVEYARD?
25 kilometres away the government
has built Letlhabile - a new township.
Letlabile has about 175 houses. Each
house costs about R4 000.

People who do not have money to buy
a house, can get a site. Each site has
a tent, a tap and a flush toilet. If you get
a site there, you must build a house
within two years.

LEARN AND TEACH



There are no halls or churches in
Letlhabile. But there is a graveyard.
The graveyard was built before
anyone moved there. In fact, 500
graves were dug before there was one
person living in Letlhabile.

The government says they did their
duty. They gave the people of
Oukasie a new place to live. Then,
last year, the government said
Oukasie was no longer a xblack
township'. And everyone living there
must move.

FIGHTING TOGETHER
But the people of Oukasie did not want
to move to Letlhabile. So they came
together. They knew if they wanted to
stay in Oukasie, they must be united.
So they started the Brits Action
Committee (BAC).

People in Oukasie were lucky. Many
people living there, knew about
organising. Many of them belonged to
trade unions like NAAWU (National
Automobile and Allied Workers Union)
and MAWU (Metal and Allied workers
Union). But they also asked people
from the Transvaal Rural Action
Committe (TRAC) to help them.

The Administration Board in Brits said
everyone must move. And they
refused to give anyone a house or a
site. But the Brits Action Committee
fought against this.

MOSHE WINS A HOUSE
In May last year, BAC helped Moshe
Mahlaela to take the Administration
Board to court. Moshe wanted a house
in Oukasie. But the Administration
Board said no.

Moshe won his case. But the house
that the Adminstration Board gave him
only had one room and no windows.
But still,to Moshe, it was a house. And

to the people of Oukasie,it was a
victory.

SAMSON'S STRUGGLE
Samson Nembahe was the next
person to ask for a place. He wanted
a site to build a house. "I went to the
Adminstration offices," Samson said.
"But the man at the offices said that all
the people in Oukasie were moving to
Lethlabile.

"So I went to talk to BAC. One person
from BAC came with me to see the
superintendent. When we got there,
the superintendent changed his story.
This time he said he would give me a
site. He said I must just tell him where I
want it.

"I did not hear from him. So I
went to see him again and again. First
he said an engineer must check the
site. Next he wanted the stand /
number. Then he wanted to see the
plans of my house. Then he asked for
my lodger's permit and my rent
receipts.

"But, in the end, with the help of BAC, I
won. And the people of Oukasie are
helping me to build my house. They
know that I am not working so I do not
have money. But they are pleased that
I won the right to build."

WORKERS JOIN IN THE FIGHT
BAC did not just help people to fight
for houses in Oukasie. They used their
trade unions to get their bosses to help
them. They told their bosses to ask the
government not to move them to
Letlhabile. They asked Firestone to
stop building a creche in Letlhabile.
They said they must rather build the
creche in Oukasie.

The bosses in Brits tried to speak to
the government - but they had no
success. They made a public
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What more can we say than, 'If you're tired of Oukasie, you're tired of life.'?

statement against the forced removal
of the people of Brits. They also said
they would give money to make
Oukasie a better place to live in.

OUKASIE-A SLUM!
Learn and Teach spoke to Marshall
Buys - the chairperson of BAC. We
asked Marshall why the government
wants the people of Oukasie to move.

"The government says that there is not
enough land in Oukasie," Marshall told
us. "So Oukasie cannot get any bigger
than it is right now. They also say that
the Oukasie is a 'slum1. They said it
will cost too much money to make
Oukasie a better place.

"But we do not think what the
government says is true. Just next to
the location there is a big farm. If the
government wanted to buy it, they
could use that land for Oukasie.

"Some parts of the Oukasie do look
like a 'slum'. But whose fault is that? If
the government used the money they
spent on Letlhabile, Oukasie would not
look like a slum."

TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT
"But we think the government wants to
move the Oukasie because it is very
near a white township called
Elandsrand. And Letlabile is very near
Bophuthatswana. We think that
maybe the government plans to give
Letlabile to Bophuthatswana. If the
government does this, then all the
people who belong to trade unions in
Brits will have big problems.
Bophuthatswana does not allow trade
unions from South Africa to work in
Bophuthatswana.

HELPING OURSELVES
We asked Marshall what is happening
in Brits now. Marshall said, "The
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Maybe the T-shirts will help the government to hear what the people of Oukasie say.

government can say what it likes. We
will not move. Right now people in
Oukasie are very busy. We are
cleaning our township.

"We want to show the government that
if they cannot help us, then we will
help ourselves. The people of Oukasie
are very strong. They built a school
and they are fixing the roads."

'GA GO NA MO RE YANG1

Everywhere you look in Brits, you see
people wearing T-shirts that say, "Ga
go mo re yang, re dula go na mo" (We
are not going anywhere, we are here
to stay1).

The message on the T-shirt is loud
and clear. Maybe the T-shirts will help
the government to hear what the
people of Oukasie say. •

Do you have extra money?

If so, we are looking for donor
subscriptions. We ask
companies and people with extra
money to take out donor sub-
scriptions. This money will help
us to become independent. A
donor subscription is R25 for 8
issues.
Thanks a lot
Heytadaar!!
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A NEW CLUB IN BETHELEHEM
We want people to join us in
Bethelehem. We have some space
and we want to make a park. We call
ourselves the Life Club. We ask you to
put our message in your magazine.
We want to teach people to work for
themselves. We want to teach each
and every person to use their talents. If
people want to join us, they must write
to: Life Club, P.O. Box 5085,
Bethelehem 9702 .

Moeketsi Mokoena
BETHELEHEM

APARTHEID
The people are dead
The children are being killed and are
killing
Is this really Africa?
Do people really care?
Do people really know what is
happening?

There is a war.
The war is between people who are
right and people who are wrong

THE YOUTH
The youth are important because the
future lies in their hands. I want to ask
these questions.
* how must young people behave?
* what responsibilities do young people
have?

I think that young people must have
good manners. They must be on time.
And they must have self-discipline.
They must learn to choose between
good and bad.

Education is very important for young
people. Education must open our
minds and help us to find answers to
our problems. We must also learn
about our own history. When we know
our own history, we make our society
strong.

The youth must take part in things that
are happening in their communities.
We must know what is happening in
our country. We must work for a better
future for everyone.

We must keep our minds open to new
ideas. And we must use our talents to
help other people.

I want to know what other people think
about the youth. Thank you.

Abednigo Motsopi
T.C.C.
^TiinnrMT DIPT PPTIPF

LOCATION AT NIGHT
If you move around at night, you are
making a mistake - or that is what the
SADF and the SAP say. And
sometimes they come, doing house-to-
house searches.

Why don't the SADF and the SAP go
and guard their tri-cameral parliament
- and leave us alone. We want to enjoy
our Freedom Charter. We want the
ANC and PAC to be unbanned. We ask
for the same education for everyone -
not Bantu education. We want the
SADF and SAP out of our townships.
We want the State of Emergency to
end. And lastly, we want the
newspapers to be free to write what
they want.

A Member
UITVLUGT YOUTH CONGRESS

Hello, Learn and Teach readers
Hey Comrades, we have a problem
here in Piet Retief. The police go
around with guns. They say they want
to keep us safe. But in December and
January, there were two very big
storms and a tornado (inkanyamba).
The police did not protect us then -
they ran to their houses. Two people
were killed in those storms - two of our
comrades.



We are fighting because of Apartheid.
One day this war will end.
Yes, the war will end.

Alexander Kaye
HYDE PARK

MAKING A FALSE PICTURE
What does Botha think he is doing,
stopping people from knowing what is
happening in the country? He paints a
false picture so that whites will vote for
the Nationalist Party in the coming
elections. And what will the Nationalist
Party do when they win?

If Botha is serious about wanting
peaceful change, then people must
know what is happening. How can you
have peaceful change if people are not
ready for it? Also, they tell whites
that the Africans in the townships are
their enemies. Then Botha complains
that many whites think that we cannot
have peaceful change.

Botha thinks by stopping the
newspapers from writing about what is
happening, the rest of the world will
think there is peace in South Africa.
But he must think again.

My people see what is happening.
No law can stop them from knowing.
And they watch in horror.

A Comrade
CAPE TOWN

ABOUT SLOPPY
I like Learn and Teach very much,
especially Sloppy. I think Sloppy is not
only for laughing. I think Sloppy says
something about our lives, here in
Southern Africa. Am I right?

Colin
OMARURU

Now, what we want to know is this: Why
did the police not use their guns
shoot the inkanyamba? Why did they
not handcuff the inkanyamba? Why did
they not use their sjamboks to beat the
inkanyamba's buttocks? Why did they
not put the inkanyamba in their hippo's
and take it away? Why? Why? Why?

Worried Comrades

A LETTER FROM LUDERITZ
My name is Junias Alfred. I was born in
Ovamboland in 1961. I have worked in
Luderitz since 1978. I am a delivery
man. My work is not easy. I work hard.
I deliver to many people. I also have
many friends. But I have a problem. All
my friends want to talk to me when I am
working. And I want to talk to my
friends. But they cannot speak Vambo.
So I must talk English. I try but I cannot
talk English well. Now I go to night
school four days a week. There are six
teachers. They teach me and other
workers to read and write English. I
think this is my chance to learn. I call
on other workers to use this chance,
too.

Junias Alfred
LUDERITZ



The struggle
fora

LIVING WAGE
Most of you know the old slogan, "An
injury to one is an injury to all!" Now
there is another one to bury deep in
your heart ."Unite and fight for a living
wage!"

This new slogan comes from
COSATU's Living Wage Campaign for
1987. Over seven hundred thousand
workers in COSATU have joined
hands with women's, youth and
community organizations in the
struggle for a living wage.

"Together, under the leadership of
organized workers in COSATU,
millions of people will stand and fight
for a living wage and a decent life"
says the COSATU newspaper." Every
wage struggle, every struggle against
increased costs, every fight for shorter
hours and paid maternity leave all
are part of our struggle for a living
wage."

UNITY IS THE WEAPON
Comrade Frank Meintjies of COSATU
told us more about the Living Wage
Campaign. He said, "Every day and
every year more and more workers are
joining trade unions. These workers
know that if they are alone, then they
will not win their struggle for higher

wages. It is only through unity that the
fight for a living wage can be won.

"Workers called 1987 the year of the
Living Wage Campaign because
bosses profits are going up but the
workers' wages are going down. It is
the workers who are making their
bosses richer and richer, while the
bosses make the workers poorer and
poorer. So all the the trade unions in
COSATU came together and made a
list of demands that will be part of the
living wage campaign."

THE DEMANDS OF THE LIVING
WAGE CAMPAIGN
* A living wage for all.
* A 40 hour week without loss of pay.
No more overtime.
* Paid public holidays on May 1 (May
Day), June 16 and March 21
(Sharpeville Day).
*Job Security for all. No more
retrenchments and dismissals.
* No more tax deductions from workers
wages.
* Six months paid maternity leave for
mothers.
* An end to migrant labour and
hostels. Proper housing for all,near
places of work.
* The right to decent education and
training.

A SPECIAL PLACE FOR WOMEN
There is another new slogan from the
Living Wage Campaign: "A woman's
place is in the....Cosatu Living Wage
Campaign!"
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A pamphlet from Cosatu says why the
Living Wage Campaign is so important
for women:" Women workers, just like
men workers, need a living wage to
provide decent housing, education,
food, clothing, transport and leisure for
themselves and their families. Women
workers have special reasons to join
the fight to win these demands."

The pamphlet gives many reasons
why women have a special place in
the campaign. Some of the reasons
are:
* Women are in low paid jobs. And
even when they do the same work as
men, they get lower wages.
* A 40 hour week will mean more jobs
for more women. And it will help
women because they are the ones
doing a double shift - one shift at work
and another shift at home, doing
house work and caring for children.
* Women need job security because
they are often retrenched first. Also,
more women are without jobs than
men.
* Six months maternity leave will help
all women. Women are often fired
when they leave work to have their
babies. Pregnancy is a right not a
crime.
* Thousands of women don't have
decent housing. It is difficult for single
women, widows and divorcees to get
housing. Thousands of women also
live in terrible hostels far away from
their families.
* Women need proper education
and training so they do not always end
up doing "women's work" with the
lowest pay.

LIVING WAGE COMMITTEES
"Each union in COSATU will have a
living wage committee," says Comrade
Frank Meintjies. "These committees
will help organise and educate
workers about the campaign. These
committees will send people to the

A woman's place is in the Cosatu
Living Wage Campaign.

COSATU living wage committee. This
committee will be called the NCC -
(National Co-ordinating Committee).

"The living wage committees are
important because they will build unity
between the unions. Unions will help
each other in their struggles for a living
wage. The Food and Allied Workers
Union showed how this unity can
work. FAWU members refused to
handle goods for the OK Bazaars
when workers were on strike there."

THE STRUGGLE FOR A NEW
BEGINNING.
Comrade Frank Meintjies finished by
saying, "The Living Wage Campaign
will help to build COSATU into a very
strong organization. It will show the
courage and the power of the workers.
It will unite workers like never before in
the struggle for a better life. It is the
struggle for a new beginning." •

UNITE AND FIGHT FOR A LIVING
WAGE UNDER COSATU!!!
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MME KUZWAYO - MOTHER OF
SOWETO

If you live in Orlando West, Soweto,
you are very lucky. There is always
somewhere to go if you have a
problem. And that is to the'House of
Light1 - or Mme Kuzwayo's home.

Mme Kuzwayo has many names.
Some people call her the Mother of
Soweto. Other people call her Ma K.
But her names show that people in
Soweto love her. They think of her as
a helper and a friend.

THE HELPER
Mme Kuzwayo is a social worker. She
helps people to solve their problems.
It doesn't matter what your problem is.
If you are having marriage problems,
or money problems, Mme Kuzwayo
will try to find a way to help.

Today Mme Kuzwayo is famous for the
work that she did when she was a
nobody with a big heart. The
University of the Witwatersrand have
honoured her. They gave her a
doctor's degree.

Mme Kuzwayo has also written a book
'Call me a Woman1. It is the story of
her life. But it is also the story of black
women in South Africa.

SCHOOL DAYS
The story of Mme Kuzwayo's life starts
73 years ago. Mme Kuzwayo was born
in Thaba Patchoa, near Thaba Nchu in
the Orange Free State.

"I lived with my mother and my
grandparents," Mme Kuzwayo said.
"My parents got divorced when I was
very young. I started school in Thaba
Nchu. Then my mother sent me to
boarding school in Natal. When I
finished my matric, I went to study
teaching at Adams College."

MME KUZWAYO LEAVES HOME
"When I finished studying, I did not
know what to do. My mother had died.
So I went to Johannesburg, to be with
my father. I looked for a job there. But
when I went to visit my aunt in
Heilbron, I decided to stay there and
teach. My first two children,
Matswene and Bakone, were born
there.

"In 1946 my husband and I got
divorced. I went back to
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Johannesburg. But my husband said
that my children must stay with my
mother-in-law in Heilbron. I missed
my children very much.

BACKTOJO'BURG
"I found a teaching job in
Johannesburg. While I was teaching,
one of my fellow teachers told me
about a new organisation - the ANC
Youth League. I went to their
meetings and by the end of the year, I
was the secretary of the Youth
League."

Mme Kuzwayo also acted in her free
time. She acted in a film called
'Cry, the Beloved Country1. Mme
Kuzwayo was not a teacher in the film -
she was the Skokiaan Queen!

BANTU EDUCTION
In 1953 Bantu Education was started
in the schools. "People were very
unhappy about Bantu Education," said
Mme Kuzwayo. "Many children
boycotted classes. Parents started
"cultural clubs' to teach the children.

"I left teaching because I did not like
Bantu Education. I went to study
social work. I saw that people had
many problems. And I thought that if I
did social work, I could help."

SOCIAL WORKING
"After I finished my studies, I worked for
the Johannesburg City Council as a
social worker. The work was hard. I
saw people with so many problems.
And sometimes I could not help them.

"When I left the City Council, I went to
work for the Young Women's Christian
Association - the YCWA - in Dube. We
helped women to start self-help
projects. Women did knitting and
sewing. Then they sold the things that
they made."
THE COMMITTEE OF TEN
In 1976 when trouble started in the

Soweto schools, Mme Kuzwayo was
back at university, studying further.
"We, parents, were desperate," said
Mme Kuzwayo. "Children were being
shot and arrested everyday.

"So I joined the Committee of Ten,
together with Dr Nthatho Motlana. We
started the Committee of Ten because
the people of Soweto had no voice.
We only had the Urban Bantu Council
who said whatever their bosses told
them to say.

"But in 1977 we were all arrested. I
spent five months in detention, all on
my own, with no-one to talk to. And at
the end of those five months, I was
freed. The police had no charge
against me."

THE CHANGING YOUTH
"People were changed after 1976. I
remember one young man that I
worked with. He told me how the
'blackjacks' raided his family because
they could not pay rent. The police
forced his parents to stand naked in
front of the whole family.

"Before 1976, people accepted that
this was life. But in 1976 young people
said,"Enough is enough," - like my
young friend. Today children are not
children - they are soldiers. And it is
Apartheid that has made the children
what they are today."

YOUNG AT HEART
Today Mme Kuzwayo may be old. But
she still is still strong. At the moment
she is busy writing a book about the
lives of young people in the townships.

Some people are lucky. Their strength,
love and care for other people grows
with their age. Mme Kuzwayo is of one
of these lucky people. No matter how
old she is in years, she will always stay
young at heart. •
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3ra Vivian Mbambe

On 2nd April, people in Selcourt came
together at the Catholic Church - like
they did every week. They came
together to learn to read and write in
English and Zulu. Their teachers,
Vivian Mbambe and Conasia Mankayi
were there to help them.

Just as the class was finishing at nine
o'clock in the evening, a man in a big
coat arrived. He said that he wanted to
learn English. Mme Conasia called
Bra Viv to speak to him.

Bra Viv told the man to come to his
class. The man followed Bra Viv. But
before Bra Viv got to his class, the man
pulled out a gun and shot Bra Viv dead.

HAMBANI KAHLE,
MAQABANE

The man then turned and ran. But he
had to pass Mme Conasia to get out of
the building. As he ran past her desk,
he pulled out his gun again and shot
her three times. Mme Conasia died the
next morning.

No-one knows who this man is. But we
know that people threated to kill Bra Viv
before. Bra Viv worked at the Zincor
mine. Bra Viv believed that people
must join unions. He brought NUM
(National Union of Mineworkers) to the
workers at Zincor.

Trouble started at Zincor at the
begining of this year. Twenty eight
people started work there. They did
not want to join NUM because they
were members of UWUSA - Inkatha's
union. People say that the bosses
brought UWUSA because they were
frightened of NUM.

At the begining of March there were big
fights at Zincor and three NUM
members were killed. The UWUSA
people had guns. The Zincor workers
went on strike. They said they did not
want UWUSA fighting with them in their
hostels. So the mine bosses moved
the UWUSA members to another
hostel.

Mma Conasia Mankayi

During this time Bra Viv was frightened
to take his group in Selcourt. He was
frightened that when he walked
through the velt, the UWUSA people
would catch him and kill him. But he
never thought they would come and kill
him in front of his class.

Both Bra Viv and Mme Conasia were
migrant workers from the Transkei, far
away from their loved ones. They died
because they care about other people.
We salute their families who have lost a
caring father and a caring mother.

And we join the literacy teachers of
Learn and Teach, the workers at
Zincor, and NUM in saying good-bye to
Bra Viv and Mme Conasia - people
who were never too tired after work to
stop thinking of other people.



DO YOURSELF A FAVOUR
Don't you hate people who stop
smoking for a couple of weeks - and
then go around telling the world how
great and wonderful they are?

Well, I suppose I'm one of those
people.

How can Learn and Teach let
somebody with such a big head write a
story about the dangers of smoking?
The answer is simple: There is nobody
else.

Come to one of our weekly staff
meetings on a Monday morning and
you will see what I mean - if you can
see at all, because of all the smoke in
the air!

Last year, the smoke got so bad that a
visitor walked in and ran straight to the
phone and called for a fire engine.

Some of us decided that maybe it was
time to stop.

Now three months later, I am the only
one at Learn and Teach who is still not
smoking. Since I am the champion,
since I am the greatest, let me tell you
how I did it - and why I did it.

WHY I DID IT
First of all, and now I am not joking, I
believe the doctors when they say that
smoking is bad for your health. I
believe them when they say smokers
hurt their lungs - so that they cannot
breathe properly.

I believe them when they say that
smoking damages your heart and
blocks up all your veins. I believe them
when they say that smoking gives you
high blood pressure. I believe them
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when they say smoking eats up your
health and steals years from your life.

Secondly, I gave up smoking because
my money was going up in smoke. I
was smoking about 20 cigarettes a
day. A packet of 20 cigarettes was
costing me R1.10. In a month of 30
days I was spending R33 on cigarettes.
In a year I was spending R401.50

I was making the cigarette company
rich and making myself poor. Now that
really makes me angry - because I
really hate the cigarette companies.

I hate the cigarette companies
because I was a slave to them for so
many years. I hate the way they use
the radio, newspapers, magazines and
those big boards to sell their cigarettes.
I hate the way they tell us that if we
want to be rich and beautiful, we must
smoke cigarettes. I hate the way they
try to grab our children when they are
still young.

HOW I DID IT
I know that it is very hard to stop
smoking. I know because I have tried
and failed many times. I understand
that cigarettes are a drug that grab you
tight and don't let go. I also know that
we are living in very troubled times and
smoking helps us get through the day
and the very long nights.

But, for what it is worth, let me give you
a few tips on how to give up smoking:
You must be sure that you want to give
up. If you are not 100 per cent sure you
cannot give up.

* Give up with somebody else or with a
group of people. Maybe have a small
bet - like the first person to smoke must
polish the other person's shoes for the
next 10 years.

* Tell people that you have stopped
smoking. You will feel like a big
"moegoe" if you start again.

* Try not to drink too much liquor after
you stop. Stay away from the "spot" for
a while. Drink lots and lots of
water instead.

* Do plenty of exercise - go for a walk,
a run, dance, jump up and down, skip,
play some football, do anything until
you are nice and tired.

* Tell yourself that you can do it. Tell
yourself that in these troubled times we
must be strong and healthy. Tell
yourself that you want to be around for
a while - that you want to see your
children and grandchildren grow up.
Tell yourself that you want to be
around when nice things start to
happen in this country. Do yourself a
big favour and do it! •

HOUSING
PLEASE HELP US!

Learn and Teach Publications
P.O. Box 11074

JOHANNESBURG
Do you live in a Zozo and hate your landlord? 2000
Have you waited years and years for a house?
Are you adding onto your house or building a new house?
Do you have to put up an umbrella inside, every time it rains?

Learn and Teach is writing a book about housing and we need your help.
We want to know all about your housing problems whatever they may be.
Or if you have solved your housing problems, please tell us how you did it
so other people can learn from you.
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Dear Learn and Teach,
Learn and Teach is my favourite magazine
because you help workers to solve their
problems. I want to help the domestic
workers of Upington to join a trade union. My
fellow working mothers are getting R40 a
month. I was a shop steward for Food and
Canning Workers Union. But I was fired after
I joined the union. Now I work in a shop. I
work from 8 o'clock in the morning to 5
o'clock. I do all the cleaning, dusting, and
deliveries. I also serve in the shop and have
to go to the post office. I want to go forward
to solving the problems of South Africa. I am
really sick of these bosses. I want to help my
brothers and sisters in their struggle. Please
send us trade union forms for domestic
workers and for women who work in
restaurants and shops.

Working Mother
PABALLELO

Thank you so much for your letter. We
were happy to hear that you are still
fighting for your rights, even after the
problems you had at work. Please
write to the head offices of these
trade unions.
Domestic workers must write to:
South African Domestic Workers
Union
9th floor, Cosatu House
268 Jeppe St
JOHANNESBURG
2001
Shop workers must write to:
Commercial Catering and Allied
Workers Union
4th floor, Cosatu House
268 Jeppe St
JOHANNESBURG
2001
Restaurant workers must write to:
Hotel and Restaurant Workers Union
8th floor, Cosatu House
268 Jeppe Street
JOHANNESBURG
2001
Good luck!

Dear Learn and Teach,
I am 19 years old. I attend school at Piet
Retief. I am writing for my fellow students.
Your magazine helps us in many ways. It
tells us about what is happening in other
townships, on the mines and other places.
The problem is that the person who used to
sell Learn and Teach to us was detained for
two weeks. Now he is afraid to be a
bookseller. And now we hear nothing of
what is happening. Is there another way we
can get the magazine? Other people want to
sell Learn and Teach, but we do not know
how.

Hungry for news
PIET RETIEF

Thank you for writing to us. We were
sorry to hear that your friend was
detained and that he can no longer
sell the magazine. Maybe three or
four people can sell the magazines in
Piet Retief in future. Then if one
person is detained, or can not sell the
magazines for any reason, the other
people will still have magazines to
sell. We will be happy to send the
magazines to the address you gave.

Dear Learn and Teach,
Greetings to all writers of Learn and Teach.
Your magazine has opened my eyes. I am
an agriculture student at Tsolo in Transkei. I
want you to help my father get his pension
from the Second World War. He wrote to
Pretoria and they promised to send
him a pension from September 1985, but it
never came. We even asked the magistrate
at Matatiele to help. We really need this
pension so that my three small sisters can go
back to school.
Abraham
MATATIELE

Thank you for your letter. We think the
best people to help your father get his
pension are the South African Legion.
Write to:
The National Secretary
S.A. Legion National Headquarters
P.O. Box 8751
JOHANNESBURG
2000
Give them all the details of your
father's war service, and send copies
of any documents you have about his
service. If your father can travel to
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Johannesburg, he can go to the
Legion's office at:
3rd floor
Aegis Building
Loveday St (between Fox and
Commissioner Sts)
Telephone: (011) 834 4881
They are open from 9 o'clock to half
past twelve on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays.
We were interested to see you are at
school in Tsolo. We would like to
know what happened after the terrible
storm last year. Please write to let us
know.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I was very happy to see that most of your
readers liked the story about Mr Mandela.
Mandela is a mysterious man - we know so
little about him. Please send me his speech.

I also want to know if mine workers can
belong both to the National Union of
Mineworkers and the United Democratic
Front? At our mine, we want to unite the
miners and the Thabong residents. Then we
can help to solve each other's problems.

Unity is Strength
WELKOM

Thank you for your letter. We think
that workers and people in the
communities are stronger if they work
together. We feel sure the local
organisations will be very happy to
work with you. You can also ask other
unions in Welkom to work with you.
You will be stronger if you work
together.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I have just finished reading No 1 of this year,
and I found it very interesting. I liked the story
about Beyers Naude very much. I also read
letters from readers who asked for Nelson
Mandela's speech at the Rivonia Trial. I also
want it. Here in our place, we do not get
much news of our country. The homeland
police take whatever books people send us.

Interested reader
SHAYANDIMA

Thank you for your letter. Many
people have written to ask us for
Mandela's speech. We want to make

a special booklet with the speech and
a story about the Rivonia Trial. We
hope to do it soon. In the meanwhile,
we will send you the speech.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I am asking for your help. I worked for a firm
in Queenstown which sold alarms. I worked
for commission only. The owner was Mr
Bishop. He sold the business and went to
Johannesburg. He still owes me a few
hundred rand in commission, but he refuses
to pay me until my customers pay their
accounts in full. Please help me and talk to
Mr Bishop for me. I have his number in
Johannesburg.

Moses
EZIBELENI

Thank you for your letter. We spoke to
Mr Bishop. He said that the people
who owe most of this money are
relatives of K D Matanzima. He has
hired a lawyer to take these people to
court. The problem seems to be that
the clerks of the court are too scared
to tell these people to come to court.
Mr Bishop says you must contact him
in Johannesburg.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I am struggling with no job. I must get a job. I
am going to kill myself because I have a
baby boy. He is two months old and he's got
no milk. I think that my head is broken from
sadness. But I believe Jesus will help me.
Please find me a job, Learn and Teach,
because I trust you.

William
MOHLAKENG

William, we were so sad to read your
letter. We are very worried that you
feel so unhappy. We ask anyone who
can offer you a job to contact us and
we will tell them how to get hold of
you. In the meantime, maybe you
could get help from one of these
places:

or Mrs Mashigo
Social worker

Mrs Georgina Mthembu
Methodist Church
Mohlakeng
Tel: (011) 694-1473

Commissioner's offices
First Street
Randfontein
Tel: (011) 693-5284

We spoke to both of these people and
they say you must come and see them.
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Dear Learn and Teach
Greetings to all in the house of Learn and
Teach! Your magazine is better than any
other magazine. May you go forward every
day. I want to buy insurance. I am worried
because I have heard stories about
insurance companies that rob people. Do
they still do this? How can I be sure I will not
be cheated? What can I do if I am robbed by
an insurance company?

M. Nhlapo
JOHANNESBURG

Thank you for your letter, Mr Nhlapo.
We are sorry to say that we still get
many complaints about insurance
companies. Maybe the following
points will help you to find a good
insurance firm.
* Buy insurance from one of the big
firms. If you can, visit their offices
before you sign the policy. If the
offices are small and dirty, don't buy
insurance from them.
* Read the policy very carefully.
Before you sign, ask the agent to
explain anything you do not
understand. Ask him to explain
exactly how much you must pay every
month.
* Agents will tell you that you can
borrow money from the insurance
company after you have paid your
instalments for some time. Be sure
that you know how many instalments
you must pay before you can borrow.
Also find out how much money you
can borrow.
* Find out what will happen to the
money you have paid if you cannot
pay your instalments - for example, if
you lose your job. All insurance
policies say how long you must pay
your instalments before you can get
any money back. This is called the
surrender value' of your policy.

Some insurance companies will not
pay you any money if you stop paying
within two years. Other insurance
companies say you must pay for a
longer time.
* If you are unhappy with your
insurance policy, you can complain
to:
Life Officers Association
P.O. Box 5023
CAPE TOWN
8000

Dear Learn and Teach,
I worked as a salesman from 1955 to 1987. I
am now 55 years old. My problem is that I do
not know where to get a pension. Can I get
one at my age?

Paulus Kodisang
SHARPEVILLE

Thank you for your letter. We are not
sure if you are still working as a
salesman, or if you are now
unemployed. If you are still working,
ask your employers if you can join
their pension fund. If your employers
do not have a pension fund, maybe
you could buy a life insurance policy
that would pay you later.You can get
a pension from the government but
they will only pay you when you are
65. I am sorry we can not help you
more, but you did not tell us enough
in your letter. You can get more help
from the Industrial Aid Bureau, 312
Trevor Building, Voortrekker St,
Vereeniging, 1930 or telephone (016)
21-2541. They are open from 8.30 in
the morning until 4.30, Mondays to
Fridays.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I like reading Learn and Teach very much.
And I hope you will help me with my
problem. I am a worker at a factory which
makes boards from wood. We are suffering
because of low wages. We get R75 if we
work seven days a week. We get R50 for
working Monday to Friday. We tried to
organise ourselves, but we failed. We want
to join a trade union. Please send us 70
joining forms.

Mandlenkosi Ntsele
THOKOZA

Thank you for your letter. We think
you must talk to the Paper, Wood and
Allied Workers Union. The address is:
5th floor, Cosatu House,
268 Jeppe Street, (corner End Street)
Johannesburg, 2001.
Tel:(011) 402-7514.
Good luck.

Write to:
Learn and Teach Publications
P.O. Box 11074
JOHANNESBURG
2000

2Q LEARN AND TEACH





ALPHABETICAL ORDER
People often write lists in alphabetical order. Dictionaries and telephone books are
in alphabetical order.

To put words in alphabetical order is easy. You just follow the alphabet. You put the
word that starts with A first, then the word that starts with B and so on.

LOOK AT THE NAMES OF THESE TOWNS
Gamtoos, Hlobane, Badplaas, Addo, Ficksburg, Caledon, Elundi, Danisani
In alphabetical order, these names will look like this:
A....Addo
B.... Badplaas
C....Caledon
D....Danisani
E....Elundi
F....Ficksburg
G... .Gamtoos
H.... Hlobane

Now see if you can put these names in alphabetical order.

Emily, Boiki, Cherry, Abdul, Harry, Fana, Duma, Gamakulu

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
ANSWER
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WHAT HAPPENS IF YOUR WORDS ALL START WITH THE SAME
LETTER?
Look at this list of names. All the first letters are X.
Xaba, Xavierville, Xigalo, Xihoko, Xikundu, Ximhungwe, Xipame

If you want to put them into alphabetical order, then you must look at the second
letter. But sometimes you will have to look at the third letter.

Xaba
Xavierville
Xigalo
Xihoko
Xikundu
Ximhungwe
Xipame

NOW TRY TO PUT THESE WORDS IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER.
Seseng, Setshabelo, Sepanapudi, Sesheng, Shatale, Sentrum, Settlers, Sezela,
Serfontein

ANSWER
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