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Workers take their boss to court
and WIN

In August last year a factory fired 76 workers. The workers stood together. They
took their boss to court - and won.

The court said the boss must give the workers their jobs back. And the boss must
pay the workers for the time they didn't work. The courts have never told a boss to
do these things before.

The workers work for a steel factory on the East Rand. The factory is called Stocks
and Stocks. The workers are members of a trade union. The trade union is called
MAWU.-

The workers met in Tembisa twice a week.

The boss told the court why he fired the workers. He said they did not work fast
enough. He said the workers work on a 'go slow' strike.

But the workers told the court a different story. They said they worked slowly
because the factory did not have enough work.

Learn and Teach spoke to the shopstewards at Stocks and Stocks. (In a union the
workers choose members to speak for them. These workers are called shopstewards).
We also spoke to the other workers. They told us about their struggle.
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"Everybody spoke at our meetings"

"Many workers have worked at Stocks for a long time," says one shopsteward. "In
1981 we decided to join a trade union. We went to MAWU meetings. We learnt
about trade unions. Nearly all the workers joined the union. So we were strong
before we were fired. Our guys were well organized. We were ready for a long
struggle."

When the workers were fired, they quickly called a meeting. They made plans with
the union. The workers decided to take the boss of the factory to court. They told
the court that the boss was not fair. They said the boss must give them back their
jobs.

But the courts are slow. The months passed. And the workers waited. They waited
without money for rent. They waited without money for food and school fees.

But the workers didn't give up. Some workers spent their savings. Some workers got
help from friends. Some workers got help from their 'homeboys' in the hostels. And
some workers sold their sheep and cattle in the homelands.

Each worker had his own problems. The wife of one worker was very sick. And they
had no money for a doctor. Another worker had a new born baby far away in Pot-
gietersrus. And he didn't send money home for three months. One worker worried
about his wife. He thought she would leave him because she was hungry.

Life was hard at this time. A few workers found other jobs. A few workers went
back to the Stocks factory. But most of the workers stood together - and waited.
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The workers had meetings twice a week. They met every Tuesday and Friday in
Tembisa - a township near Johannesburg.

"Everybody spoke at our meetings," says a shopsteward. "We spoke about many
things. We spoke about the problems of workers in other factories. We made plans
to make our union stronq. And we spoke about our problems at home. We tried to
help each other."

The workers came to the meetings from different places. Some workers live in
Soweto. Some workers live in Pretoria. One worker lives in Winterveldt. "Who paid
for transport to the meetings? "Learn and Teach asked.

A shopsteward answered our question. "The MAWU shopstewards from other
factories had meetings every Tuesday night. We sent some of our shopstewards to
these meetings.

"The other shopstewards helped us. They gave us advice. They told us to have hope.
They went back to their factories. They told the workers at other factories about
our struggle at Stocks. They collected money from the workers in the other
factories. The workers gave us money from their wages. We used the money for
transport to our meetings."

And then Christmas came. All the workers went home to their families with empty
hands. The contract workers borrowed money to pay for the long way home. Some
contract workers also had another problem. Their contracts were finished. They
could not get a new stamp in their passbooks.

In January the workers met in Tembisa again. They met again and again. And then
the good news came. The waiting was over.

The court said the boss did not treat the workers fairly. The court said the boss must
give the workers their jobs back. And they must get paid for the time they did not
work."

The boss gave up the fight. He listened to the court. The workers got their jobs back.
And they got their money. The boss also said he wi II talk to the workers about their
problems. And he promised not to fire workers before he talks to their union.

The workers stood together until the end. When the boss paid them, the workers
shared the money equally. They all got the same. At work they all get different
wages. But they didn't care.

Now the workers are back at work. "We have learnt a lot," says a worker. "We
learnt how to suffer together. We learnt how to talk together. And we learnt how to
stand together. We hope other workers will learn from our struggle.".
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The Hugh Masekela story

I was scared to meet Hugh Masekela. He is big and famous. He has sold millions of
records. He has important friends. He is the guy who left South Africa over 20 years
ago - and made it.

We met Hugh Masekela at the Gaberone Club in Botswana last month. We sat at a
table under a tree.

Hugh ordered some beers for all of us. When the beers came, Hugh paid for them.
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The Learn and Teach photographer started taking pictures. "Hold it," said Hugh.
He took the beer bottles off the table and put them on the floor. "Okay, you can
carryon. I don't like giving these guys free ads."

We all laughed. Then we started to speak. Hugh told us about his life. He spoke
quickly. But his voice was gentle and friendly. He laughed a lot. After a few minutes,
I wasn't scared of Hugh Masekela anymore.

@@@@
Hugh Masekela was born on the 4th April 1939 in Witbank - a town 100 miles east
of Johannesburg. He lived with his grandmother in Witbank. His parents lived and
worked in Benoni.

"My mother was a teacher. My father was a policeman, " says Hugh. "They both
liked music. They had all the old, great jazz records."

When Hugh was seven years old, he left his grandmother. He went to stay with his
parents. His parents now lived in Springs. Hugh already loved music. He often
walked around the house singing. His parents sent him to piano lessons. His teacher
was an old man. Hugh called his teacher Madevu (The Beard).

Little Hugh in Witbank

The Masekelas did not stay in Springs for long. In 1948 they moved to Alexandra
Township in Johannesburg. Hugh's father was no longer a policeman. He was now a
health inspector.

In Alexandra Hugh made lots of friends. He spoke and dressed like all the other kids.
He played a good game of soccer. On the soccer field, they called him 'slow poison'.

In 1952 Hugh went to St. Peters School. Father Trevor Huddleston was the principal
of the school. Hugh's best friend was a kid called Stompie Manana.
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"Stompie and I were always in trouble, "says Hugh. "We broke all the rules.
Sometimes we didn't go to school. We went to town. In town we stole money. Eloff
Street was full of madams with bags full of money!"

Father Huddleston called Hugh to his office. "I'm worried about you, "said Father
Huddleston." "You are only 13 years old and you are already a tsotsi. What do you
want to do with your life?"

"I don't know," Hugh answered.
One day Stornpie and Huyh missed school aqain. They went to see a movie. The
movie was called 'Young Man With A Horn'. The-film was about a great trumpet
player. Stornpie and Hugh loved the movie.

Hugh went back to Father Huddleston's office. "I know what I want to do. I
want to learn the trumpet."

Father Huddleston went to a music shop and said, "A kid at school wants to play
the trumpet. Give me a trumpet otherwise the kid will come and steal it."

The shop gave Father Huddleston a trumpet. Hugh went for a few trumpet lessons.
The first song Hugh learnt was 'I'm in the mood for love'.

But Hugh and Stornpie still did not study. "I failed form two because I was
naughty," says Hugh. "They told Stornpie not to come back."

Hugh started a band at school the next year. "Father Huddleston got another
trumpet for my friend Knox," says Hugh. "We found an old piano and some drums
at the school. We played songs from people like Duke Ellington, Glen Miller and
Count Basie. We also played some rnarabi music."

In 1954 a big businessman from America visited South Africa. Father Huddleston
went to see him and said, "I've got a school band with no instruments. Can you give
us a few instru rnents."

"I'll give you anything you want. I'll buy you a whole band," the American said.

"So this guy bought us a whole band, "says Hugh. "All the kids who liked music
joined the band. We called the band the Huddleston Jazz Band (HJB). We wore
cowboy suits. Most of the kids in the band couldn't play music. They had tin ears."

In 1955 the government closed St Peters. And the government told Father
Huddleston to leave South Africa. "We gave Father Huddleston a big party, "says
Hugh. "A lot of people played music at the party. We all loved Father Huddleston.
He was a brave, sharp guy."
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Father Huddleston went to America on his way back to England. In America Father
Huddleston met Louis 'Satchmo' Amstrong. Father Huddleston told Satchmo
about the kids back home. The story touched Satchmo's heart. He sent Hugh a
trumpet.

"Satchmo's trumpet was big news in South Africa," says Hugh. "I met a lot of
people after I got the trumpet. In the school holidays I even played with the Merry
Makers. They were a big band on the East Rand."

Hugh's parents were not happy. They worried about Hugh. They wanted their son to
study. They told their son to think about the future. They said Hugh couldn't make
a living from music.

Hugh went to the Holy Cross School to do matric. But he never finished. One night
he wrote a note. His father found the note under Hugh's pillow the next morning. In
the note Hugh said, "It's music what I'll have."

Hugh joined a music show. He stayed with the show for three years. He played with
the show allover South Africa. He earned 15 pounds a week.

Hugh then played for the Manhattan Brothers. He played with people like Kippie
Moeketsi and Todd Matshikiza.

One day the group played in Cape Town. Todd went back to Johannesburg
suddenly. The group needed a piano player. They found a. young piano player.
He played in a bioscope. They asked him to join them. His name was Dollar Brand.

,/
/

.,
The young Masekela
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Then Hugh and his friends played in a show called King Kong. They played in the
show for 18 months. After the show finished, Hugh, Kippie and Jonas Gwangwa
made a record with a guy from America.

Hugh then joined another band. He played with Kippie, Jonas, Dollar, Johnny
Gertse and Makhaya Ntshoko. They called themselves the Jazz Epistles.

"The Jazz Epistles were the hottest group around, "says Hugh. "We filled the halls
and stadiums. Then Sharpville happened. And the government stopped all meetings
with over 10 people."

Hugh then got money to study in England. So Hugh packed his bags and left for
England. On the plane a woman asked him, "Can I get you a drink?"

"I had never bought a drink before without breaking the law, "says Hugh. "I didn't
know what to do. Then I thought about an actor in the American movies. His name
was Humphrey Bogart. So I said what he always said, "Give me a tripple scotch on
the rocks."

The plane went to Salisbury, Nairobi, Khartoum and Rome. By the time Hugh
got to England, he was very drunk.

"I felt very strange in England, "says Hugh. "I never left my passport at home.
Whenever I saw a policeman, I reached for my passport."

Hugh studied for a while in England. "I also worked as a bandboy, "says Hugh.
"I carried instruments, I packed drums and bought the guys fish and chips."

But Hugh wasn't happy in England." I hated England, "says Hugh. "People don't
talk there. On the bus they all sit and read newspapers."

Hugh only stayed in England for five months. In September 1960 he went to
America. Mirriam Makeba helped him go to America.

"Americans didn't know about Africans in those days, "says Hugh. "They always
asked me, 'What do you eat?' And I always answered, 'People - but mostly
missionary steaks and nuns buns!' "

Hugh stayed in America. He studied music there. He worked with great people like
Mirriam Makeba, Caiphus Semenya, Harry Belafonte, Herb Alpert, Letta Mbuli
and Herbie Hancock.

Many people helped Hugh. But Hugh worked hard. And he did well. He played at
concerts. He made records. He played the music of Africa in America - and the
Americans loved it. LEARN AND TEACH
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Hugh visited Africa often since he left. He visited countries like Nigeria, Liberia,
Ghana and Kenya. But he did not come back to southern Africa for 20 years. He
came back to play at a concert in Maseru in December 1980.

Now Hugh Masekela is back in Southern Africa. And he says he will stay. "I can't
come back to South Africa, t t says Hugh. "I can't come back until South Africa is
free. But Botswana is like here. I will live in Botswana."

•
The people of South Africa never forgot Hugh Masekela. They bought his records.
They danced to his music. They waited for him to come back.

"The people of Africa have always helped me," says Hugh. They have always
believed in me. Now I want to pay them back. I've come back to help the young
musicians."

Hugh Masekela is rich and famous. He is a big guy in America. But he never forget
his people. His heart is still in Africa. He came back .•

Hugh Masekela playing in Botswana last year. LEARN AND TEACH

9



A thousand miles from home

Frances Baard is 70 years old. She
lives in a small house in Mabopane.
When Learn and Teach visited her, she
was not very happy. She showed us
holes in her roof - from a strong hail
storm the week before. Some
windows were also broken. Frances
does not have money for these things.

Then Frances pointed to her neigh-
bours' roofs. "Look, they also have
holes. They also have rubbish roofs."

That's Frances. She always did care
about the people around her. She
hasn't changed. She will never change.

Frances believes people must share
problems. And they must fight
problems together. Frances Baard has
worked hard to bring people together.
And she has paid the price. She has
suffered because she cares. The story
of her life is the story of a brave, kind
woman.

Frances Baard was born in Beacons-
field near Kimberley. She went to
school until standard six. Then she
went to training school for teachers.
She left this school when her father
died.
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Frances went to teach at a primary
school. She taught there for a year.
Then the school told her to go. They
wanted a man for the job. So Frances
left the school. She went to
Kimberley. She got a job doing
domestic work.

In 1939 Frances got a letter from a
friend in Port Elizabeth. Her friend
told her to come to Port Elizabeth.
Frances liked the idea so she packed
her bags and went to Port Elizabeth.

In Port Elizabeth Frances got a job at
a new factory. The factory made jam,
canned fruit and fruit juices. Most of
the workers in the factory were
women. The pay was low. And the
hours were long and hard.

"We started work at six o'clock in the
morning, "says Frances. "We finished
at nine o'clock at night. After work
we went home to cook and clean,
Some of us had little children. When
we got home, they were always asleep."

The work was also dangerous. "The
juices from the fruit have a lot of
acid," says Frances. "This acid can
burn the skin. They gave us plastic
gloves, aprons and boots. But when
the factory had more work, more
workers came. And they did not have
enough boots, aprons and gloves for
all the workers."

In 1948 a brave young woman visited
Port Elizabeth. She worked for the
Food and Canning Workers Union in
Cape Town. She came to organize the
fruit workers in Port Elizabeth.

"Her name was Ray Alexander," says
Frances. "We organized the workers
with her help. She told us how trade
unions work. She told us how to get
more money. And she told us how to
make life better in the factory. Then
she left and went back to Cape Town.
After she left, we organized the
workers ourselves."

"We organized the workers at lunch
time," says Frances. "We had small
meetings because the workers had
lunch at different times. After a while
we called a big meeting."

At the meeting the workers chose
Frances to work for the union. The
union opened an office in Korsten.
Korsten was a 'coloured' area. Frances
worked in the office with two other
women.

"Every lunch hour we went to the
factorv.vsavs Frances. "We organized
the workers. And we spoke to the
bosses about workers problems. The
bosses listened to us in the busy times.
But when the factory was not busy,
the bosses did not listen. And they
always fired the committee workers
first. They wanted to break our
union."

Frances had many problems as a
trade union organizer. The police said
she must not work with coloured
women in the same office. And they
to Id her not to go into the fru it
factories.

But Frances did not stop working. She
still organized the workers. She spoke
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to the workers outside the factory.
They came to the gate to talk to her
at lunch time. And Frances had
meetingswith the workers at night.

Frances worked very hard in the
union. But she also worried about
the other people around her. She
worried about the people in the
community.

Frances joined a women's organiza-
tion. She believed women had the'
power to change things. She still
believes women have the power to
changethings.

Frances went from door to door. She
spoke to the women. She spoke to
them about their problems. She told
them to fight problems together.

In 1956 the government made a new
law. They said black women must
carry passes. The law made women
angry. Women organizations from all
over South Africa decided to fight the
law.

On the 9th August, 20 thousand
women from all over South Africa
met in Pretoria. They marched to the
government buildings. They wanted to
see the Prime Minister. They wanted
to give him a paper they all signed.

The women chose 12 leaders to see
the Prime Minister. One of the leaders
was FrancesBaard.

The Prime Minister did not meet the

women. The women stood still. They
did not move. Twenty thousand
women kept quiet. They kept quiet
for 30 minutes. Then they sang.

The government did not change the
law. Black women in South Africa still
carry passes. But women will never
forget that day in August 1956 - the
day twenty thousand women came
together and spoke with one voice.

Francesworked on. She never stopped
working. Then the government
banned her in early 1962. And they
arrested her later that year. She
remembers the day the police came
and took her away from her children.
"You know, they were all so nervous
- the little children. They stood at the
gate there. And I got into the car.

When we drove off, I looked at them.
My heart was really sore."

Frances stayed in jail for SIX years.
When she came out of jail, they did

Frances 25 years ago.
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not let her go back to Port Elizabeth.
They sent her to Mabopane - a
thousand miles from her home in Port
Elizabeth.

"They gave me a little house in
Mabopane," says Frances. I found
nothing in the house. I had just left
jail. So I had nothing with me. I had
a coat, a box and a suitcase. They
promised to bring me blankets in the
afternoon. But they didn't. I slept on
the things I had from jail. I was very
cold. And the place was very dirty. I
saw mice running around."

The people of Mabopane were scared
of Frances. The people thought she

was an 'impimpi' because the police
took her there. The people didn't
trust her for a long time.

Frances had to stay in Mabopane for
two years. Then shewent back to Port
Elizabeth.

But the police did not let her stay in
Port ~Iizabeth for long. So she took
her children back to Mabopane. And
they stayed there.

Frances Baard IS a great South
African. She is a leaderof the people.
But she lives in a house with holes in
the roof-a thousand miles from home.• •,

This story is from an interview with Frances Baard, done by the Oral History Project, SAIRR
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Letters from our readers
Dear Learn and Teach
I have read your magazine since June
last year. Now comrade, I want to
thank you for what you do in your
magazine. Your magazine keeps me
happy for a long time.

M.W.
Nelspruit.

Dear Learn and Teach
Thank you for the stories on skin
lightening creams. I will never use
skin lightening creamsagain.

Joyce Maseko
Daveyton.

Dear Learn and Teach
I like reading Learn and Teach very
much. I like reading about music and
sport most of all. In my spare time I
write poems. Can I send you my
poems for the magazine.

Buthanah Vilakati
Swaziland.

Thank you for your letter. Many
people send us poems for the
magazine. But Learn and Teach can't
print poems in the magazine. We are
sorry about this. If we print poems,
we may lose our easy english. We can
give you other magazines that print
poems. They are:
Staffrider
P.O. Box 31134
Braamfontein
3017

New Classic
c/o FUBA

P.O. Box 4204
Johannesburg

-editor

Dear Learn and Teach
Can I order old magazines from last
year? Keep up the good work. Learn
and Teach is very useful. Pleasewrite
many stories on workers rights. And
try draw more cartoons on workers
rights.

D. Sipos
Vanderbijlpark.

Dear Learn and Teach
We are an organization that helps
workers with their rights. Can you
pleasetell your readersabout us?

We teach workers about the dangers
to their health at work. And we advise
workers how they can protect them-
selves from these dangers. We show
workers how they can make their
work more safe.

We believe workers must take away
the' dangers to their health before
these dangers harm them. We
work mostly with workers in trade
union.

Industrial Health ResearchGroup
16 Duncan House
40 Terminus Street
EAST LONDON

Dear Learn and Teach
I read your article on mealie meal.
I will now only buy mealie meal with
added vitamins. I can't understand
one thing. Iwisa spend so much time
and money on soccer. Why don't they
think about our health?
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Dear Learn and Teach
I am a reader of your magazine. Can
you please help me with a problem?

I have some friends from the Transkei
and Ciskei. When they look for work
in East London, the bosses say they
must bring white cards from the
Administration Boards. The Boards
send them back to homelands. How
can they get registered in this area?

M.V.
Mdantsane.
Go to the Black Sash in East London.
Maybe they can help you, The address
is: Oxford Shopping Centre

256 Oxford Road
East London -editor

Dear Learn and Teach
Every story in your magazine IS
interesting. I feel that I am buying
the magazine and not being sold the
magazine.

Can you help me? I don't understand
the 99 year lease-hold system. Can
you pleaseexplain?

M.A. Potsane
Secunda.

Thanks for the letter. We will try
write articles on the 99 year lease-
hold system soon. -editor

Dear Learn and Teach
I want to learn how to play the piano.
I always want to learn how to sing.
Can you pleasehelp me?

David Radebe
Sebokeng.

Thanks for the letter. Go see an
organization called FUBA. The
addressis. 66 Wolhuter Street

Newtown
Johannesburg -editor

Dear Learn and Teach
I am a guy who stays In Meadow-
lands; Soweto. I worked in a factory
in Roodepoort for three months. I
was fired becauseI was absent for two
days. They did not pay me notice or
leave pay. Please give me a list of
people who can help me.

Douglas Lerumo
Meadowlands.

Thanks for the letter, Douglas. Turn
to page 27. You will find a list of
organizations that will help you.

-editor
Dear Learn and Teach
I really enjoyed the story on Lady
Africa. She is a wonderful, brave lady.
She is a good example to all of us.

Edward Moagi
Soweto.

Dear Learn and Teach
I like reading Learn and Teach very
much. When I finish reading my Learn
and Teach, I always give the magazine
to somebody else.

Can you please help me. I want to
learn about African history. What
books can I get.
B. Samuel
Pietermar itzbu rg.
Learn and Teach sells books on
African history. We will send you a
free catalogue. Another organization
also sells books on African history.
The organization is called SACHED.
Write to them. Their address is:
SACHED
P.O. Box 11354
Johannesburg
2000 LEARN AND TEACH
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heyi wena vuka!
wesaba bani?

vukani silweni lomkhuba!
A new play is on at the Market Theatre in Johannesburg. The play is called
'Urnonqikaz i' (The Nurse). The play shows the suffering, the sadness- and the funny
side of life in a black hospital.

The writer is Moishe Maponya. He is also an actor in the play. The play has three
other actors. They are Bennet Tlouana, Fumana Kokome and Nokugcina Mhlophe.

Moishe took many months to write the play. He spoke to people who work in
hospitals. He says his play tells the truth about our black hospitals.

This is the story of the play.

A young woman wants to help sick people. She becomes a nurse. And she gets a
big surprise. A hospital is not such a nice place.

People wait for many hours before a doctor will seethem. Sick people sleep on the
floor. Everyday people die. Many doctors and nurses are hard and cruel. A place for
getting better is a place of suffering for many people.

Umongikazi wants the people to see the truth about the hospitals in our country.
But the play also makes people laugh. The writer of the play believes that people
must sometimes laugh at their problems.

So the play makes people laugh. But we don't laugh all the time when we see the
play. We cannot laugh about some things.

In one part the doctor does not help a new born baby. The baby dies.

The nurse is angry. She came to help sick people. She did not come to see people die
for no reason. She decides to do something.

She talks to the other nurses in the hospital. A black doctor gives her advice. They
decide to form a trade union. They want to fight for changes in the hospital.

LEARN AND TEACH
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Doctors and nurses have many fights in the hospital.
In 'the playa white doctor points a gun at the black nurse. This also happened in a hospital. The
doctor then called the matron. The matron shouts at the nurse.

The police take the nurse away. They tell her to behave like a good nurse. But she is
not scared. She believes the union can fix the problems in the hospital.

The play ends with a song. The actors sing their message to the people:

"Wake up lazy people while we are still happy
while we can laugh,
while we are still happy

- while we can giggle
stand up lazy people"

You can get Learn and Teach magazine in the post. For R2.50 we will send you the next 10
magazines in the post. People who live in Lesotho, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Swaziland and Namibia
must pay R3.50 to get the next 10 magazines in the post.

Send a postal order with your name and address to: Learn and Teach
P.O. Box 11074
Johannesburg
2000
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The man in the pyjamas has no place to live. The doctor says he can live in the hospital if he cleans his
car every day. This really did happen in a hospital.

The nurse talks to her boyfriend on the telephone all the time. But the patients are sick. They need
her help. LEARN AND TEACH
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The security guards at the hospital are cruel to the old woman. They chase the old woman around the
hospital.

The doctor and the nurse show the patients how to stick out their tongues.

LEARN AND TEACH
,
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A list of WORKER ORGANIZATIONS in the
Transvaal

Many workers write letters to Learn and Teach. They ask about their rights. They
ask about worker organizations. They ask where they can find these organizations.

Learn and Teach has made a list of all worker organizations. In this magazine we
give a list of worker organizations in the Transvaal. In the next magazine we will
give a list of worker organizations in the Cape, Natal and Orange Free State. So
don't forget to buy Learn and Teach next month!

Workers can go to two types of.worker organizations. - Trade Unions and Worker
Advice Centres:

a) WHAT IS·A TRADE UNION?

Why do workers work for bosses?They work because they do not own land or tools.
They cannot make things to sell. They cannot feed themselves. So they must sell
their labour to bosses.

Workers in factories are often unhappy. They get low wages. They work long hours.
They work under bad conditions.

Workers want to make life better for themselves. But a worker can't make things
better alone. If a worker complains, the boss may not listen. Or the boss may fire
the worker. The boss knows he can find many other workers for the job.

Workers need ways to look after themselves. Workers know they are strong when
they stand together. So workers unite in trade unions. This is called worker organi-
zation. They organize to fight for better wages and better working conditions. They
unite to fight for a better life for themselves and their families.

A worker on pi, own is weok. - Organized workers ore st,.on,.
UNIONS ARE STRONG WHEN WORKERS HAVE A FULL SAY HOW THEIR
UNION WORKS. WORKERS WILL FEEL THE UNION BELONGS TO THEM.
THEY WILL STAND TOGETHER TO MAKE THE UNION STRONG.

LEARN AND TEACH
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b) DIFFERENT KINDS OF UNIONS

We find two different kinds of unions in South Africa. We find Industrial Unions
and General Worker Unions.

Industrial Unions General Workers Union

Industrial Unions organize workers in one
industry only. An industry means all the
factories or firms that do the same work.
For example: all the factories that make
cars and car parts belong to the motor
industry. Industrial Unions unite all
workers in the same industry.

A General Workers Union organizes
workers from all factories or firms.
A general union unites workers from
different industries. For example:
Farms workers and factory workers can
belong to a General Workers Union.

Workers can join either an Industrial Union or a General Worker Union.

c) FEDERATION OR COUNCI L OF UNIONS

Some trade unions are joined together in a Federation or Council of Unions. Trade
Unions join together to make each other strong. They join together to learn from
each other and to share ideas.

d) WORKER ADVICE AND AID CENTRES

Advice or Aid centres are also worker organizations. They are not like trade unions.
They do not organize workers in the factories. They give advice and help to workers.
They help single workers or groups of workers. They give advice to workers about
workers rights, wages, pensions, health and working conditions.

They also give advice about unions. They explain about worker organization. They
tell workers how to join a trade union. _

HOW TO USE THIS LIST

If you want to join a trade union:
Read the list carefully.
Seewhat Unions you can join.
Go to the Unions near you.
Discuss worker organization with the unions.
Decide which union to join.

If you need help or advice:
Read the list of advice centres.
Seewhich centre will help with your problems.
Go to the advice office.

Many Unions have grown strong in the past 10 years. We call these 'emerging' unions.
We give you a list of 'emerging' unions only. LEARN AND TEACH

21



Industrial Unions

FOSATU is a federation of industrial unions. FOSATU stands for the Federation of South African
Trade Unions. Eight unions belong to FOSATU. Check the list below for the FOSATU union in your
industry.

l:Elm
JGU

~
NUTW

g
NAAWU

•PWAWU
~1i0.-r 'C\

\~

SFAWU

NAME OF UNION

CHEMICAL WORKERS
INDUSTRIAL UNION

WHO CAN JOIN?

All workers who make goods from rubber,
plastics and glass.

JEWELLERS AND GOLD-
SMITHS UNION

All workers who work with jewellery (rings,
bracelets etc) and watches.

METAL AND ALLIED
WORKERS UNION of SA

All workers who work in foundries, engineering
works and electrical factories.

NATIONAL UNION OF
TEXTILE WORKERS

All workers who make materials for clothing,
industrial fabrics, canvas goods, furniture
coverings, shoelaces, blankets, curtains and
wool

NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE All workers who make cars, parts for cars and
& ALLIED WORKERS UNION tvres,

PAPER, WOOD AND ALLIED All workers who work with wood, doors, paper,
WORKERS UNION cardboard and packaging.

SWEET FOOD AND ALLIED All workers who work with food and drink.
WORKERS UNION

LEARN AND TEACH
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[ij
TGWU

TRANSPORT AND GENERAL All workers who work in long distance transport
WORKERS UNION and in municipalities.

All the FOSATU unions share the same offices and phones. Workers can go to any FOSATU office
to find out about FOSATU unions.
Morena Store
Black Reef Road
KATLEHONG
Phone: (011) 865 - 3500

7 Fines Building
28 Voortrekker Street
BENONI
Phone: (011) 54 - 3663

Shop 11
48 West Street
KEMPTON PARK
Phone: (011) 975 - 5876

302 Saeta House
277 Bree Street
JOHANNESBURG
Phone: (011) 23 - 5878

Room 20 and 21
Prenor BuiId ing
cnr Gerrit Maritz & West Streets
PRETORIA NORTH
Phone: (012) 55 -1650

and:(012)55 -2328

9, 10& 18 Palladium Building
Third Avenue
SPRINGS
Phone: (011) 56 - 7925

(011) 56·5615
(011) 56 - 6215

39 Beaconsfield Avenue
VEREENIGING (opposite magistrate's court)
Phone. (016) 22 - 4362

CUSA
CUSA is a council of industrial unions. CUSA stands for the Council of Unions of South Africa. Ten
unions belong to CUSA. Check the list below for the union in your kind of work.

NAME OF UNION WHO CAN JOIN? ADDRESS
Room 91
Pasteur House
191 Jeppe Street
JOHANNESBURG
Phone: (011 )2,9 - 8279

BUI LDING, CONSTRUCTION Workers who work on building and construe- Seeaddresses
AND ALLIED WORKERS tion sites. below
UNION

S. A. CHEMICAL WORKERS
UNION

Workers who make goods from rubber,
plastics and chemicals.

FOOD, BEVERAGE AND Workers who work with food and drink
ALLIED WORKERS UNION

Seeaddresses
below

STEEL, ENGINEERING AND Workers who work in foundries and engineering Seeaddresses
ALLIED WORKERS UNION works below.

UNITED AFRICAN MOTOR Workers who make cars.
& ALLIED WORKERS UNION

Seeaddresses
below

SA LAUNDRY & DYE
WORKERS UNION

Workers who make dyes for materials and who Seeaddresses
work in dry cleaners. below

TRANSPORT & ALLIED Workers who work for bus companies.
WORKERS UNION

Seeaddresses
below

TEXTI LE WORKERS Workers who make raw materials for blankets,
UN ION (Transvaal) wool, canvas, fabrics, sheets etc.

Garment Centre
75 End Street
JOHANNESBURG
Phone: (011) 37 ·6591

LEARN AND TEACH
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HOTEL & LIQUOR
WORKERS UNION

MINE WORKERS UNION

Workers in hotels and bottle stores. Seeaddresses
below

Workers on all mines. Seeaddresses
below

Eight of the CUSA unions share the same offices. These are:

2nd Floor
Estrbmin House
47a Simmonds Street
JOHANNESBURG
Phone: (011 )B34 - 5012/3/4

214/5 Willie Theron Building
Bosman Street
PRETORIA
Phone: (012)30838

120 Beaconsfield Chambers
7 Beaconsfield Avenue
VEREENIGING
Phone: (016) 22 - 2161

Individual Industrial Unions
Some Industrial unions do not belong to a councilor federation of unions. These unions are listed
below. Check the list for the union in your kind of work.

NAME OF UNION WHO CAN JOIN?

CCAWUSA COMMERCIAL CATERING Workers in all shops, hotels and warehouses.
& ALLIED WORKERS
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

2nd Floor
Khotso House
42 De Villiers Street
JOHANNESBURG
Phone: (011) 23 - 6127

Room 116
Beaconsfield Chambers
7 Beaconsfield Avenue
VEREENIG[NG
Phone; (016) 22 - 0427

EAWU
ENGINEERING & ALLIED
WORKERS UNION

Workers in engineering workshops, foundries
and electrical factories.

Room 114-116
1st Floor
Africa House
4th Avenue
SPRINGS
Phone: (011) 56 - 5615

308 Trevor Building
Voortrekker Street
VEREENIGING
Phone. (016) 22 - 4743 LEARN AND TEACH
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NAME OF UNION
FOOD AND CANNING
WORKERS UNION AND
AFRICAN FOOD AND
CANNING WORKERS UNION

69 Chester House
Jeppe Street
JOHANNESBURG

A.FC.W.U. '
30 Selwyn Court
14 West Street
KEMPTON PARK
Phone: (011) 975 - 8819

WHO CAN JOIN?
Workers in all factories that make food and
drink.

There is also a branch in Pretoria. This branch has no office. Contact the Johannesburg office.

NAME OF UNION WHO CAN JOIN?

MOTOR ASSEMBLY & - Workers who make motor cars and car parts.
COMPONENT WORKERS
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

Room 507
Willie Theron Building
510 Bosmont Street
PRETORIA
Phone: (012) 26 - 0992

MWASA

NAME OF UNION

MEDIA WORKERS
ASSOCIATION of SA

1st Floor
Khotso House
42 De V iIIiers Street
JOHANNESBURG
Phone: (011) 29 - 8005

WHO CAN JOIN?

Workers in newspapers, magazinesand printing
works.

General Workers Unions
General Workers Unions organize all kinds of workers. The believe that all kinds of workers must
unite. Some general unions say they will start industrial unions soon. This is a list of general unions:

NAME OF UNION

GENERAL & ALLIED
WORKERS UNION

Siyaya noma kubi
Room 203
Chancellor House
25 Fox Street
JOHANNESBURG
(No telephone)

An injl6y to one is an injury to all

WHO CAN JOIN?

Workers from all firms and factories.

St. Peters
Roman Catholic Church
Esikolweni Street
KAGISO 1
(No telephone)

LEARN AND TEACH
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NAME OF UNION

GENERAL WORKERS
UNION of SOUTH AFRICA

WHO CAN JOIN?

Workers from all firms and factories.

OVGWU

308 Trevor Building
Voortrekker Street
VEREENIGING
Phone: (016) 22 - 0234

Room 507
Willie Theron Building
510 Bosmont Street
PRETORIA
Phone: (012) 26 - 0992

NAME OF UNION WHO CAN JOIN?

MUNICIPAL & GENERAL Workers from all firms and factories. Mostly
WOR KE RS UN ION of S.A. municipality and construction workers.

4th Floor
Ambridge House
cnr Sauer & Kerk Streets
JOHANNESBURG
(No telephone)

214 Kemp Square
11 West Street
KEMPTON PARK
Phone. (011) 975 - 4611

NAME OF UNION WHO CAN JOIN?

ORANGE VAAL GENERAL
WORKERS UNION

Workers from all firms and factories. Mostly
farmworkers, hospital workers and public
service workers. (But not metal workers and
shop workers).

NAME OF UNION WHO CAN JOIN?

SOUTH AFRICAN ALLIED
WORKERS UNION

Workers from all firms and factories

214 Kemp Square
11 West Street
KEMPTON PARK
Phone: (011) 975 - 4611

Room 507
Willie Theron Building
510 Bosmont Street
PRETORIA
Phone: (012) 26 - 0992

REMEMBER: THIS IS ONLY A LIST OF TRADE UNIONS IN THE TRANSVAAL. THE NEXT
LEARN AND TEACH MAGAZINE WILL HAVE A LIST OF UNIONS IN OTHER PARTS OF THE
COUNTRY.

LEARN AND TEACH
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Worker Advice Centres
This is a list of worker advice centres. These advice centres help workers with the law, U.I.F.,
pensions, notice pay and leave pay. They also help workers with other problems.

THE BLACK SASH
1st Floor Khotso House
42 De Villiers Street
JOHANNESBURG
Phone. (011) 37 - 2435 /6

EAST RAND COMMUNITY ADVICE CENTRE
Roman Catholic Church
Sacred Heart Parish
1231 Makubo Street
KATLEHONG

FOSATU WORKERS PROJECT
7 Fines Building
28 Voortrekker Street
BENONI
Phone. (011) 54 - 3663

DOMESTIC WORKERS AND EMPLOYERS
PROJECT (DWEP),

101 Kenlaw House
27 de Beer Street
Braamfontein
JOHANNESBURG
Phone: (011) 39 -6757/8
DWEP only helps domestic workers.

INDUSTRIAL AID SOCIETY
Room 415 York House
cnr Kerk & Rissik Streets
JOHANNESBURG
Phone. (011) 836 - 4422

INDUSTRIAL AID CENTRE
312 Trevor Building
Voortrekker Street
VEREENIGING
Phone: (016) 22 - 4743

Health Information Centre (HIC)
Room 1 Melle House
Corner Melle & Jorissen Streets
BRAAMFONTEIN
Phone: (011) 39 - 7411

This centre helps community and worker
organisations with health problems.

TECHNICAL ADVICE GROUP (TAG)
P.O. Box 44394
Linden
JOHANNESBURG
(No telephone)
TAG helps workers in all factories. TAG gives
advice about noise, dust, accidents and fumes
in factories . •

A book for workers
Accidents and Sickness at work
In South Africa, many workers get hurt
in accidents at work. Many workers
also get sick at work.

In this book you can read about
accidents and sickness in the factory.
You can read about why people get
hurt or sick at work. And you can
learn about what people can do when
they get hurt or sick at work.

Price 70dincl.G S T)
send a Postal Order to:
Learn and Teach
P.O. Box 11074
Johannesburg 2000

~

ACdCIDENTS.,..
an
SICKNESS
at work
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Upside down and Inside out
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Archie Siwisa is a machine operator in a chocolate factory. In his spare time he likes'
to bounce. He likes to bounce as high as he can. And he likes doing crazy tricks -
like spinning upside down and inside out.

Archie has liked bouncing since he was a kid. When he was seven years old, he
worked at a golf course. He was a caddy. When he got paid, he went back to
Soweto. And he rushed to an open field near his house. He went to bounce.

"Some guy brought a trampoline to the open field for the kids," says Archie. "He
charged us two cents for five minutes. I spent a lot of money there."

Then Archie had some bad times. His father died when he was eight years old. And
his mother was short of money. Archie left school. He ran wild in the streets. He was
always in trouble.

One day Archie went to a movie. "I saw this movie about Chinese people jumping
on trampolines," says Archie. "The movie made me excited. I was jumping in my
seat. After the movie, I was still excited. I wanted to bounce again."

Archie joined a club in Soweto. A man called Petrus Mthimkulu ran the club. The
people of Soweto call him 'Bra Terrah'. Bra Terrah helps the poor kids of Soweto.
He takes them off the street.

Bra Terrah is a bouncer himself. He gave Archie bouncing lessons. Soon Archie was
bouncing well. He learnt to do great things on the trampoline.

Then one day three years ago, a guy called Gideon Lotz saw Archie bouncing.
Gideon Lotz is the best coach in South Africa. He started to give Archie lessons.
Now Archie is one of the best bouncers around.

Archie made big news in 1981. The Johannesburg City Council said he must leave
the place where he trained. The place is called the Oribi Centre. The City Council
said only whites can use the Oribi Centre.

Archie had no place to bounce for a long time. But he didn't give up. He bounced at
home - on his bed.

Now Archie is bouncing again at the Oribi Centre. But he can't bounce whenever he
wants. He can only bounce when white people don't play other sports there. And his
coach must tell the centre when he will come.

Maybe Archie likes bouncing for one simple reason - when he bounces high in the
air, he leavesall the madness below .•

LEARN AND TEACH
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1. Windows are made of this .

Fill in the right word
We have done the first one

9 I Q 5 S

2. A river and fruit with the same name .

3. What does Hugh Masekela play? .

4. The father of Black Consciousness .

5. Where were diamonds first found .

6. The tallest animal in the world .

7. In what month is Woman's Day?

8. Woman who led 20,000 women to Pretoria in 1956 .. D
9. The biggest fruit in South Africa ..

10. Person in charge of a soccer match l-_-'-_....L._....L_---lL.-_.L.._...L_.J

11. The famous mountain in Cape Town looks like a .

12. When did 'Bantu Education' start? .

13. Snake that crushes animals .

14. We fly these from poles .....................•..........

Here are the answers
2. orange
3. trumpet
4. Steve Biko
5. Kimberley

6. giraffe
7. August
8. L. Ngoyi
9. watermelon

10. referee
11. table
12. 1954
13. python

14. flags
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Letter puzzle
Look at the pictures and
fill in the right words.

Look for the words here.
two, bus, luggage, ten,suitcase,party, dress,

~~ dancing, sun .two.shoes, hat,chickens, eggs,
~ women, money,

Dear Clkizwo,

We ore happy because Mpilo is home.
He will stay for .. (2)weeks. He come
on the . _.~. The roof of the
bus was full of _. . ..__. ._.~
The driver worked for (10) minutes
before he got Mpilo's ... ._. CCD
off the roof.

~rm'~'We had a big ._._.._..__.~fff~\ I wore
the ..__. ._~ Mpilo gave me. I was happy.
My family was irf and having
fun with friends.The party went on ti II

" " "the _0 __ 0 •• • -~"?::YT .came up. 1 om sod
32 . LEARN AND TEACH



because we can only live togethe r for
__________(2) weeks a year.

Yesterday we went shoppnq. We bought
Mpo 0 pair of u •••• _ ~ and Keke 0

..__..._._..A-.We 0150 bought some . *?
I wont to sell . .. (J:() to make some
money. Some . .. ....~Sin the village
will work with me. We will shore all the work
and the ~0~.

I hope you had 0 good New Year.
We all wont to see you. Come and visit
soon.

With love,
Ncunyiswa.

Can you make a sentence?

[Q] ~ [workers' {wanlilbetter{ [Q][makeJ
.- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Phothone goes to the shop.
He has 10 cents in his pocket.
He wants to spend all his money.
What con he buy?

: II \I I

I
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Fill in the right word
1/
. ...you help me? will

2;
I do not feel _. wei I

3/
The children .. in the· river. wish

4/
I the rain would come. wosh

J

~

[ wont a of wood. peace
6/

Babies give parents no...._...._ piece

7/
The farmer ... the snoke. shot

8; . .
Holidays are always too short

.

here ore the answers. .
1)will 2) well 3)wash t,,)wish 5) piece 6) peace
7) shot 8) short.
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LJ;r.;7.ie is my
woman .•• Some

'gUlfs learn
the hord WGtj!

510£,p'$ and Liaie a"e relaltZn'j in a
shl1been. A bi9 tjv'J Ls watchin'j them.

Hm,.,.! Th at cne rr] e is
beautiful! I'm goin'] to
get her. S't rue! 0 0

~

'S3

What aye 'lou dolno wifh this stiff,
sweetie: Come, lei's dance!
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The punchbog swingG back before 51opp'j can duck.
=-

SLopP<j GlrQp~ ike After S!opP~
eights. on LUGl<.'J D 't 1 o orL' r l: Or> waSle ':1 u.
IpS o e.s , mane:J an SloPf~' Bet

Ow!Ow! Ow! That's your mone<.:!on the
enough! You're ,.ead;j other 9•..•'1!
io fL:Jht no,.,!

. I

\-IDf

The fi9hi starts. Killer Jee lands
hal'd punche~.

~ig,1bi~ "Ji'@ fJ,fl fjfE
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SLopp':i uQ.wLs io his corner. Then he-
SeeS Killey Joe talk'n,:! to I-h:;l.ie.
That bum i!"> jOIlLng Lb.::zte.
Tha! rna kes me 0"9"'1'

~ou know! '

The bell saves Slopp':5 from C\ Knockout

Rou nd 2: Slopp~ trees to
once. But hQ tr'ps and

falls against the ropes:

Slopp!J bouncE'<; bnck Q'; KilleY' .:roe
fushQS in •.•

Back at SlOpP'j'5 favoutl'te 5hebeen.
Ek~e ouHe, that Shhh! KeepaWQ~ from

cherrie is beautiful! that woman.'I know uilot
I'm 510in9 to get .,I'm tolking

her! S'tru.ef ;' •...about!

More !l.4n with Slopp~ in the next. f'\'l<lj'<I.zine.
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