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"THERE WILL BE PEACE AND JUSTICE!"
AN INTERVIEW WITH DR ALLAN BOESAK

When Dr Allan Boesak starts to talk, you soon understand why he has such
a huge following. In his own beautiful way, he knows what to say and how to
say it. He does not mince his words. Nothing stops him — not death threats,
not the threat of banning or detention, and definitely not the hate and anger
of any apartheid government.

In short, the man is cool. He's not scared and he's got style. Nobody can
make the likes of Adriaan Vlok froth at the mouth like he can!

Dr Allan Boesak has three important positions. He is head of the Dutch
Reformed Mission Church in South Africa. He is the president of the World
Alliance of Reformed Churches with a membership of over 70 million people
in 46 countries. And he is a patron and "founding father" of the United
Democratic Front. Dr Boesak is a busy man — but he kindly made time to
speak to Learn and Teach:

Dr Boesak, can you tell Learn and Teach readers something about your early
life? We know that your family was poor and that you were one of eight children.
Can you tell us a bit more?

I was born in 1945 in Kakamas in the Northern Cape. I lived there for the first six years
of my life. My father was a teacher at a little mission school. He died when I was almost
seven and we left Kakamas for Somerset West.

We read somewhere that, as a child, you worked "barefoot as a labourer" to
support your family. Can you please tell us about this?

My mother was a seamstress. She worked in dress shops, earning very, very little
money. So all of us children had to go out and work to help — not only during the school
holidays but on weekends as well.

I worked on a chicken farm. I picked grapes. I packed fruit and made sausages in a
meat factory. I worked in supermarkets. Early on Saturday mornings I would get orders
from neighbours and friends and make deliveries... I also delivered newspapers. That's
how I got through high school and also university. There wasn't a holiday that I didn't
work.

At the age of 14, you became a sexton in the Sendingkerk. Can you tell us how
this happened?

The sexton in our church was very old, and he needed help. I was very active in the
church. I was a member of the Sunday School Youth Brigade... half my life had to do
with the church. The minister asked me to help the old sexton and so I did. In the end, I
was doing it all — ringing the church bell, cleaning the church, making sure the minister
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had a glass of water during the service, locking up afterwards... but I never saw this as a
job, like sorting eggs on the chicken farm. This was something I did for the Lord.

Was your family politically involved in any way? Do you remember any
early childhood experiences that made you politically aware?

My family was not really politically involved, but when we came to Somerset West,
my mother bought an old, broken-down house in Victoria Street and we spent a lot
of time in the evenings fixing it up.

After about a year we had it all fixed up and it was paid off. Then, one day, we got a
notice saying Somerset West was going to be declared white and our area was one
of the first to be 'cleaned up'.That was one of the first things which really brought
home to me what apartheid meant. There had been other experiences, much like
anyone else had, but losing our home made me really feel the violence of
apartheid.

After that I began to notice other things — the way the white women spoke to my mother
in the dress shop where she worked, altering dresses. It was the start of my political
education.Later, after I became a minister, I experienced the same thing. My first
congregation was in Paarl. My congregation came from the northern part. This area was
also declared white.One of the older women was very upset. 'Where are we going to live
now?', she asked me. 'How can the government call itself Christian and do such a
thing?1 She told me she was coming to church on Sunday and she wanted to hear from
me what God and the Bible said about this. In other words, she was asking me for the
Christian response to the Group Areas Act. It was the first time that I was challenged to
make a 'political' sermon.

I look back on the Group Areas Act as one of the most important things in my life. The
house I was born in was bulldozed when the area was declared white. The church I was
baptised in grew old and empty, also because of the Group Areas Act. The Somerset
West house was also bulldozed, and so was the church I was ordained in and got
married in... all these important landmarks in my life are no longer there.

The Group Areas Act has robbed me of my history and that has made a very deep,
painful mark on my life. I kept asking myself: how can these people do this? Who
gives them the right?

Can you tell us something about your education in South Africa and later in
Holland?

I went to school early, attending the Dutch Reformed Mission School in Kakamas from
the age of five. The story goes that I gave my mother such a hard time, she sent me to
school to get me out from under her feet!

In Somerset West I went to the Danie Ackermann Primary School and then to Gordon
High School. I finished high school in 1963, aged 16. Then I attended the Dutch
Reformed Mission Church Theological Seminary. Today, the seminary is part of the
University of the Western Cape — in those days it was separate from it.
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I finished my theological training at 21 but I had to wait for my ordi-nation until I turned
22.1 had to wait three months for that, J already had a call from a congregation and I
was so impatient. I was ordained the day after I turned 22, the youngest minister ever to

be ordained in our church.
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I ministered my congregation in
Paarl during 1968 and 1969. In
September 1970 myself, Dorothy
and our six-week-old daughter,
Lieneke, went to Holland, to
Kampen, home of the oldest
seminary for the Reformed
Churches in the Netherlands.

I went because I always wanted
more than the church could give
me at that time. The theological
training was not good and I said so.
The church was fully under white
control and they wanted to keep it
that way. They said they couldn't
give us a better training. As late as
1966 they were telling us we
couldn't cope as well as a white
person could.

That made me decide that I was
going to prove them wrong, so I
looked for opportunities to study
after I left the seminary. At
Kampen, the Dutch were very strict
with me. I was told that if I couldn't
match the Dutch students, I would
be sent home. It scared me to
death. I studied Greek, Hebrew,
Latin, knowing that if I failed one
subject it meant failing the whole
course. At the time, I felt this was

very hard, but later I was pleased that they expected exactly the same from me as from
the Dutch students.

"God is on the side of the poor and the oppressed and
that is where the church should be."

I returned to South Africa for a month in June, 1976 to write a report for the Dutch
churches. I went back to Holland to hand it over and then me and my family returned to
South Africa in July.

Could you please tell us about the work you did at the University of the Western
Cape when you got back?

UWC students asked me to come and talk to them after I returned from Holland. That
was my first public appearance. In those days, there was no hall big enough to
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accommodate all the students. I remember that I gave my speech standing on a table
outside the cafeteria. There was a huge crowd.

From that came the idea that I should become student chaplain. I liked the challenge of
working on campus. The position was created for me.

It meant almost anything — preaching every Sunday, giving students advice on
anything from problems with parents to love- life problems, very serious political
problems, handling the police when there were confrontations on campus and dealing
with an extremely hostile university administration. Those were the days before
Richard van der Ross became the first black rector of UWC. Students there today
don't know how lucky they are to have Jakes Gerwel as rector.

Since 1976, you have held many positions in the church. Can you tell us
about these positions and also about your election as president of the
World Alliance of Reformed Churches?
In 1978 I was nominated as secretary of Synod, but lost. By 1982 I had been voted on to
the executive of the Mission Church. I held the number two position of assessor. In 1986
I became moderator.

In 1982 I also became president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC). I
have no idea how that happened, really... I had never served on the executive, but by
1982 racism was an important issue.

The general council meeting of the WARC was held in Ottawa, Canada in 1982.1 was
asked to speak about racism and the church and to show how the Bible condemned
racism. This later became known as the "apartheid is a heresy" debate.

I gave my speech and took part in the debates which came out of it. One hundred and
forty-eight churches throughout the world nominated me as the only candidate they
wanted for the position. It was only the third time the Mission Church had taken part in a
WARC general council meeting and the first time I had ever attended one.

The position was very demanding. But I soon learned to cope. In a way, I love the
challenge of things like that. My mother had always taught me not to worry about
whether I would make it or not. I may fail, but it won't be because I didn't try.

Could you talk about the people — such as Martin Luther King — who have
influenced you, politically and religiously?

My mother. She always said she believed passionately that God was for the poor and
oppressed and today this is the most important part of my whole theology. She gave us
a faith in God and taught us values, such as not being impressed with money or status,
but rather with honesty and honour.

Then there was a man I met when I was 18 — Beyers Naude. He helped me to
understand the basic principles of non-racialism. He showed me it really was possible
for a white person to change in this country.The first black minister at our church in
Somerset West also taught me a lot.
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Other influences have been Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theologian who was
against Hitler and who was hanged for his part in a conspiracy to kill Hitler.And I
admire Martin Luther for what he did — not only for his own people, but for everyone.

His call for non-violence is
fundamental for me.

Both Bonhoeffer and Martin Luther
King had a basic sense of what was
wrong and what was right.
Bonhoeffer said that if his
congregation couldn't stand up
against Hitler, then they had no
right to sing hymns.These are
people willing to take unpopular
stands because they believe that
what they are doing is right. Their
own popularity meant less to them
than standing for truth and justice.

Could you explain simply for our
readers the idea of liberation
theology?

Our Dutch Reformed Mission
Church confession states that the
Biblical truth is that God is on the
side of the poor and the oppressed
— and that the Church should also
be on the side of the poor and
oppressed. For a very long time,
the church has served the rich and
the powerful and the rich and
powerful have protected the church.
Instead, the church should stand
with the people and help fight in the
struggle for truth and justice. That,
for me, is what liberation theology is
all about.

In January 1983 you called for
"a broad front" to fight against the new tri-cameral constitution. This led to the
birth of the United Democratic Front. Can you please tell us about your thinking
behind your call for the Front?

There had been no discussions when I called for the Front for the first time. I had simply
looked at the political situation. It was very clear to me that if the government could
succeed in getting the 'coloured' and Indian populations to join sides with them, the
cause of democracy would be put back 20 years. And after this act of betrayal, would
there be a role for the Indian and 'coloured' people in the future?

Nothing and nobody stops Dr Boesak from doing what
he believes is right
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There were all these new organisations. I thought that if we got them all together and
were united against the tri-cameral parliament, it might help us stand together on other
issues in the future. I was also driven by the ideal of non-racialism.

Could you please tell us what you think the UDF achieved until its banning in
February last year?

The UDF achieved a unity that had almost never happened before. It brought so many
people, at so many different levels, into the struggle. Not just intellectuals or just workers
but from every level of society. And it was able to mobilise people, even in the Western
Cape, with its long history of division. It showed that the ideal of non-racialism wasn't
just a dream but could be a reality.

One day, when we are busy building the new South Africa, people will realise just how
valuable the UDF has been. The UDF wasn't able to overcome the system, but the state
cannot touch the historical gains that have been made. All this was achieved against
incredible odds.

Looking back, do you think the UDF had any weaknesses which can serve as
lessons for the future?

We should have been much more involved, right from the beginning, in local leadership
and grassroots organisations. We only started doing this when the state of emergency
hit us and it should have been done before. In the beginning, we were too involved in
setting up national structures.

Last year, there was a call by Cosatu and other organisations for another broad
front. The meeting to launch the front was supposed to take place in Cape Town
last September, but unfortunately the government banned it. Do you support the
need for a new front?

We definitely need a new front. The UDF can't work as it did. Now we need to build on
the foundations it has provided. We need to move forward. We can't wait for something
to happen to bring the people together, we can't allow others to plan our future for us.

You once said: "If Mandela dies in prison... 1976 and the violence then will look
like a Sunday School picnic because our people will believe that the SA
government murdered him." Do you think Mandela will be released soon? What
do you think will happen if and when he is released?

I think Mandela will be released eventually, but I don't know how soon. Western
governments are clear that for any negotiations to start, his release is essential.lt is
important now not to talk about the release of Mandela only: the government must
release his comrades and must unban his organisation. If that is done then negotiations
are the next step.So it is a step backwards for Margaret Thatcher to be talking about
the release of Mandela only. It is not enough on its own to unlock the door for
negotiations.
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You have often spoken angrily about how the West — especially the USA,
Britain, West Germany and Japan — have helped and continue to help the
South African government. What should these countries be doing if they
truly want to help bring about the end of apartheid?

They should unite their forces in a few, very effective, financial sanctions. For
example, they could put South Africa under enormous pressure if they refused to
put off repayments of the national debt. This strategy would achieve in a few
months what it will take years for disinvestment to achieve. Or, they could cut air air
links with South Africa. A few, well-chosen sanctions would be very effective and it
could all be over within a few months.

What do you say to those, like Margaret Thatcher, who say sanctions will
mostly hurt those who they are meant to help?

I say they are lying. Margaret Thatcher would be speaking more honestly if she spoke
about how many British people would lose their jobs because of sanctions against South
Africa. And the argument that change can't take place with a weakened economy
ignores one very important fact — that in South Africa, it is apartheid that is destroying
the economy in the first place. It is very clear that it is the government's policies that are
hurting the South African economy.

How do you feel about Thatcher's visit to Africa and claims that this might
lead to some kind of "peace summit" in Southern Africa?

I have more confidence in the heads of the frontline states than in Margaret Thatcher.
They won't allow her to lead them down the garden path with loose promises if nothing
happens in South Africa itself. I find it strange she can talk to Pik Botha but not to black
South Africans themselves...

Dr Boesak is greeted by hundreds of followers outside the Methodist Church in Johannesburg
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Long-time friends and comrades, Bishop Tutu and Dr Boesak share a joke outside Dr Boesak's

At a meeting in Vereeniging in March of the NGK, the NGK in Africa, and your
Dutch Reformed Mission Church, there was progress towards unity of the three
churches. The white members at the meeting confessed to being part and parcel
of the apartheid system and asked for forgiveness. Later, the NGK backed down
and refused to support the confession of Us members at the meeting. Do you
think the white churches will ever see the light?

I don't know if they will ever see the light. But what happens must, in some way, change
the Dutch Reformed Church, whatever Heyns (the moderator of the NGK) says. It was
such an incredible meeting — the church must be affected. We have a white Dutch
Reformed Church not really willing to move beyond 1986, still not willing to speak about
apartheid and to start dismantling it, as the black churches are. There is a big separation
between the black and white churches.

Do you believe that it will be possible for the three churches to achieve unity in
the future?

We are talking about forming a non-racial wing at the moment between the Mission
Church and the Dutch Reformed Church in Africa. But, I feel that there will always be a
pure white Dutch Reformed Church, even if some of the white churches do join the non-
racial wing.

Do you think it is important for all whites, not only NGK members, to admit their
guilt for the crimes of the past before a new South Africa can be born?

Yes. People must understand this is not a gimmick or a political strategy, it is not meant
simply to make black people feel good. It is absolutely necessary, like an alcoholic who
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must first admit that he is an alcoholic before he can start getting better. If that doesn't
happen, then the change will never be genuine.

Do you think there will be a difference when PW Botha goes and FW de Klerk
comes to power later in the year? Are you encouraged by such things as Vlok
releasing hunger strikers?

I would hope there would be a difference with FW, but I'm not going to hold my breath
for it. PW said much the same things when he came to power as FW is saying now.
Even the National Party must begin to understand that no-one lives on promises alone
— certainly not on theirs.When FW begins to do some of these things that he's talking
about, then we'll see.l'm not very encouraged by Vlok releasing the hunger strikers: he
had no choice. I would have been more impressed if he had kept his word.

What do you think the hunger strike has achieved?

I think the hunger strike has shaken the country and the world. It was a sign of
desperation, but also one of incredible courage and a refusal to give up hope. It showed
just what people are the same kind of sacrifice to win the struggle, but it will happen
eventually.

Finally, do you have a message for the readers of Learn and Teach magazine? Do
you think there will be peace and justice in our lifetime?

I am there will be peace and justice. People say that I'm optimistic, but we are seeing
the final convulsions of this beast before it goes down. People must not give up hope. •

NEW WORDS

childhood experiences — things that happened to you when you were young
a landmark — a landmark in somebody's life is when something important happens that
changes their life in some way
a seminary — a special school to train priests
theological training — training in religion and God
ordained—when somebody i$ ordained, they are made a priest
confrontation — an argument or fight between two people or groups of people
racism — racism is the belief that some race are better than others. In South Africa many
white people believe they are better than black people
an issue — an issue is an important problem that people are arguing or discussing
non-racialism — this ts the belief that all races (black and white) are equal and have the
same rights
betrayal — a betrayal is when you do something that harms people who trust you, for
example, if you help the enemy or your opponents
sanctions — sanctions are a kind of punishment that countries use against other countries.
Usually, sanctions stop a country from buying and selling goods,
a strategy — is a strategy a plan of action
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"WE WILL EAT AT HOME!"
On 23 January this year, 20
detainees in Diepkloof prison
went on a hunger strike to
protest against detention
without trial. By February,
over 600 detainees in
prisons all around the
country had also stopped
eating.

The demands of the
detainees were simple: "We
want to be released,
immediately and uncon-
ditionally, or charged in a
court of law. We will not eat
until then!"

The hunger strikers achieved
their goal! At the time of
going to the printers, over
500 detainees had been
released. But many are
under heavy restrictions.
And still, the detention cells
are not empty.

Learn and Teach spoke
to two of the first 20
detainees who went on
hunger strike. They
shared with us the story
of their struggle inside
prison — and the painful
path that brought them to
victory.

DEAF EARS

For over two years, Sipho and Zoli (not
their real names) shared a cell in
Diepkloof Prison, also known as 'Sun
City1. When they and their comrades
decided to go on hunger strike this
year, many of them had been in

This little girl came to Regina Mundi church in Soweto to
add her voice to the call

detention for nearly three years, not
knowing if they were ever going to be
released or charged.

"After so long in prison, we all felt
desperate," said Sipho. "We sent a
petition to the Minister of Law and
Order, Adriaan Vlok, and the Minister
of Justice, Kobie Coetsee, demanding
to be charged or released.
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We warned them that if nothing was
done, we would be forced to take
action.

"When we realised that we were
talking to deaf ears, we made the
decision to go on hunger strike. We
organised the strike carefully. The
comrades in each prison cell formed
a committee and the representatives
formed a 'negotiating table'. The
representatives gave the prison
authorities a letter telling them of our
decision. It was clear that the
authorities had no idea how
organised we were."

THE LAST SUPPER

Both Sipho and Zolis' eyes light up
when they talk about their last meal
before starting the hunger strike. It
is a meal they will never forget.

"Supper was served at the usual time
— 2.00 pm. We left our bread so that
we could eat later that night when we
were hungry. We had also collected a
few tins of food.

"That night we had a feast and ate the
tinned food and the bread. We all ate
together, slowly, talking and reminding
one another that this was going to be
our last supper, maybe in our life. Our
slogan was: "We will eat at home!"

The next day, the hunger strike
began.

THOUGHTS OF A HUNGER
STRIKER

Day One. They have put us hunger
strikers in a different cell. Like all the
comrades on hunger strike. No
exercise. We are kept under lock
and key all day, and separated from
the other prisoners.

This way, they hope the hunger strike
will not catch on.

Day Four. I wake up feeling strong in
my mind, weak in my body. The strike
will go on, I say to myself. I will go on.
I hear a sound outside my cell door. A
scraping sound. Footsteps move
away down the long corridor. I look
outside. On the floor, a plate of
steaming food. My mouth waters. I
think: they are trying to weaken my
will. But I will not give in to temptation.

Day Seven. Back in our cells! Just as
we planned, our solidarity has worked.
The strike has spread, and we are
back with the other detainees.

Day Eight. Sometimes I feel afraid.
This hunger strike is going to be
longer than the others. We try to keep
each other's spirits up. We talk a lot
and play games like scrabble, chess,
cards and draughts. We talk about
food. We look at pictures of food in
magazines, and imagine biting into a
picture of meat or cake. We talk about
what we will eat if or when we are
released.

Day Ten. I feel the hunger in my
stomach. I tell myself it is in my mind.

Day Twelve. I hear the news that
some of our comrades have been
released. Morale is very high. We
will carry on, even though we know
we may die. We know we are
risking our lives — we talked about
that before the strike.

Day Seventeen. I try to stand, and
almost fall to the ground.

Day Twenty-one. Stomach cramps. I
feel faint. They carry me out of the
prison and take me to a clinic, where I
have to wait for an hour.
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Four hunger strikers who escaped from hospital, leave the German embassy

The SB come for me and take me to a
hospital. I cannot walk, so they give me
a wheelchair and put me on a drip.

Day Twenty-six. The Reverend
Frank Chikane comes to visit. He
reports back on the meeting between
himself, Tutu, Boesak and Vlok. He
says negotiations for our release are
going well. That gives us hope.

Day Twenty-eight. It is difficult,
starting to eat again.

Day Fifty-eight. Today I will eat at
home. It is my last day in detention,
my first day with restrictions.

A BIGGER PRISON

Three weeks later, Sipho and Zoli
told us: "We are out of prison but we
are restricted. We can't do the things
we want to do, say what we want to
say. We are now in a much bigger
prison."

Under their restrictions, they are not
allowed to be involved in any way
with the organisations they belonged
to before their detention. They
cannot go to any meetings that
speak out against the government.
They cannot leave Johannesburg.
They must report to a police station
once a day. And from six at night to
six the nexi morning, they cannot
leave their homes.

"The restrictions are heavy — but
we believe the hunger strike was a
great victory. We showed the
government that detention without
trial will not save their evil
apartheid system for them."

Sipho and Zoli said they wished to
thank everyone who supported them
while they were on hunger strike.
They share the feelings of their
comrades at Diepkloof Prison who
sent the following message to
newspapers: "We thank our families,
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community leaders, lawyers, the
international community and the
many organisations and tens of
thousands of people who stood by us
during this difficult time.

"Let us look forward to the day when
South Africa becomes a truly
democratic state where detention
without trial will have no place." #

South Africa's longest hunger striker, Sandile
Thusi, who was on strike for 38 days

NEW WORDS

unconditional release ~~ if you are released unconditionally, you are released with
no conditions or restrictions,

a petition — a petition is a demand or list of demands signed by a lot of people

a feast — a feast is a big and special meal

risk your iife — when you risk your life, you put your life in danger

put on a drip — when people are too sick to take food by mouth, they are given
food through their veins.
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At Lhanguene orphanage in Maputo, psychologists try to heal the wounded minds of these
young children

HEALERS OF WOUNDED MINDS
The sun was rising when six-year-old
Franisse went down to the river near
his village in the Gaza province of
Mozambique. His family was fast
asleep in one of the huts at the top of
the hill. It was the boy's job to collect
water for them every morning.

The bandits arrived while the boy was
dipping a large plastic drum into the
water. They captured Franisse and
forced him to walk up the steep path to
the village. There they gave him
matches and told him to put fire to the
thatched hut where his mother and
father lay sleeping.

Franisse threw a match onto the roof
and within minutes the hut was
covered in flames. As his mother and
father ran screaming out of their home,
the bandits chopped off their heads
with pangas. Then they killed each of
Franisse's brothers and sisters and cut
their bodies into pieces.

The bandits forced the boy to collect
the bodies and put them into a large
drum. One of them found a Frelimo
flag, the party that was elected by the
people of Mozambique to rule their
country. The man wrapped the flag
around the head of Franisse's mother.
"This," he said, "is what Frelimo brings
to you."

IN THE BEGINNING

The men who killed Franisse's family
were from Renamo, a rebel movement
fighting against the government of
Mozambique. The organisation began
more than 15 years ago at the time of
the struggle for freedom in Zimbabwe.
The white security forces of Rhodesia
started Renamo to fight Robert
Mugabe's guerrillas who had bases in
Mozambique. After Mugabe won the
war, Renamo left Zimbabwe and came
to South Africa.
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The South African government did not
like the socialist policies of Frelimo and
was afraid that the ANC was going to
set up bases inside Mozambique. So
they gave camps, guns and equipment
to Renamo and trained its members to
fight Frelimo.

Today the South African government
says it doesn't support Renamo
anymore. But the bandits still get food,
training and arms from somewhere and
they still continue to kill and burn
villages, schools and hospitals all over
the country.

More than half a million people have
been murdered in Renamo's war
against the people of Mozambique.
The United Nations believes that two
hundred thousand young children have
seen their parents killed by the rebels.

STRUCK DUMB

After Franisse saw his family
murdered, Renamo forced him to join
them. The bandits made the boy kill
animals. Then they told him to drink
the blood of an ostrich. These things
were done to destroy any feelings of
love for other people that the child had
in him. They were done to turn
Franisse, a boy of six, into a killer.

After a few weeks the bandits were
satisfied that Franisse was ready to be
one of their members. They sent him
out into the bush to carry food and
ammunition for a gang of Renamo
bandits.

Some months after he was kidnapped
by Renamo, government soldiers
attacked the camp he was living in and
rescued the boy. They tried to ask
Franisse what had happened but he
could not tell them.

Because of the horror of what he had
seen and done, Franisse could no
longer speak. The boy had become
dumb.

VICTIMS OF WAR

Today the government of Mozambique
is doing everything it can to heal the
wounds in the minds of young boys
and girls like Franisse.

They have opened orphanages in all
the provinces of the country and they
have asked Mozambican families to
look after children who have lost their
parents in the war. But can they do
anything to heal the damage done by
Renamo to the minds of thousands of
young people like Franisse?

In Maputo, the capital of Mozambique,
the government has started an orpha-
nage called Lhanguene. A group of
psychologists at Lhanguene are trying
to help the young victims of the war.

The psychologists have worked out
ways to get young people to talk about
the horrors they have suffered at the
hands of Renamo. By talking about
these things, the children are able to
rid themselves of their bad memories.

The psychologists try to get the children
to talk by asking them to draw pictures
and act out plays of what Renamo did to
them and their families. And they also
help the children to talk about their
nightmares. People's dreams often tell
about the fear and pain in their minds.

SILENCE AND DREAMS

After Franisse was rescued from
Renamo by Frelimo soldiers, he was
taken to Lhanguene. There the
methods used by the psychologists
began to work. After drawing pictures
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Mother and child — innocent victims of Renamo's evil war

showing how the bandits murdered his
family, the boy began to speak again.

But for most of the day Franisse still
lives in a world of silence. Only now he
is able to say the words: "What is
going to become of me?" and "I wish I
could have^done something".

When he dreams, Franisse often sees
the staring eyes of his mother with the
black, green, red and yellow colours of
Frelimo wrapped around her blood-
stained head.

But these days he sometimes has
another dream. He is down by the river
collecting water for the village. On the
top of the hill his mother and father and
brothers and sisters are asleep. When*
he arrives with the water, they wake up
and begin another day in their lives.

REBUILDING A LIFE

The psychologists believe that

Franisse's dream shows that the boy is
longing for a time when life will be
normal again. This is a healthy sign,
they say. His dream shows that he is
determined to start building the life that
was destroyed by Renamo at such a
young age.

At the orphanage the young children
work together and help each other. In
this way the children begin to feel that
the horrors of war do not make it
impossible to feel love and warmth for
other human beings again.

At night, they all sleep in the same
room. Some nights, one of the boys
wakes up from a nightmare. Every time
this happens, his fingers are clenched
into a tight fist that will not open.
Franisse and the other children hug the
boy to calm him.

Then they stroke his fingers so that his
hands relax and the child can sleep
again.
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The psychologists want their methods at
Lhanguene to be used at orphanages in
all parts of the country. They run training
courses for health workers from all of
Mozambique's provinces. A group from
FreJimo's organisation for women help
them. In this way they are making sure
that the project does not have to
depend on experts from outside.

But Mozambique is one of the poorest
countries in the world. It does not have
enough money to build orphanages in
every village where Renamo has left
children without parents.

So the government asks families to
look after the nation's orphans.
It also trains teachers to look out for
the problems that these children have

and run special courses that will help
them to overcome these problems.
The government believes that,
because of the war, everyone needs to
become a healer of wounded minds.

The children at Lhanguene may never
recover fully from the horrors of
Renamo's war. But the government of
Mozambique is doing all it can to help
the victims of Renamo's evil war.

The time will come when young
children, like Franisse, will be able to
go down to the river to fetch water for
their families without fear — and then
go back to the village to wake up their
fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters
to the breaking of the new day! #

NEW WORDS

orphanage — children who have no parents are called orphans. Sometimes
orphans live in a home called orphanage
bandits — bandits are thugs who carry weapons
to be dumb — a person who is dumb is not able to speak
psychologist — a psychologist is a person who studies the human mind and
tries to work out why people act like they do
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SAVE THE PATRIOTS
Tenth anniversary of

Solomon Mahlangu's execution

" Mama tell my
people that I
love them very
much and that
my blood will
nourish the tree
that will bear
the fruit of

liberation"
-Solomon Mahlangu
1979

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR
SOLOMON MAHLANGU
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Students protesting against hangings in Cape Town, 1987

SOUTH AFRICA'S DEATH FACTORY
"Death row is like a factory... a factory which produces corpses. You know,
you go in alive and come out dead... The whole place is serviced. They provide
food. They make gardens. They give notice of executions. They hang. And they
bury." — Brian Currin, Lawyers for Human Rights.

The night before prisoners are hanged,
the South African Prison Services give
each one a whole chicken for supper
and four rand to buy something tasty
from the prison tuckshop.

The next morning, at six o1 clock, the
prison chaplain pays his last visit. He
prays with the prisoner for about half
an hour until a warder comes and says
it is time to go.

The prisoners are taken to the
execution chamber. They climb the
steps to the gallows. The hangman is
ready — he has taken the prisoners'
measurements a few days earlier.

Thickness of neck, height and weight
are all important when working out how
long a rope must be to kill a person.

A doctor and a policeman are present.
The policeman to take fingerprints to
make sure the right person is hanged.
The doctor to make sure that the
person is dead after the job is done.

The prisoners are lined up — Pretoria's
gallows can hang seven at one time.
Their wrists are tied behind their backs.
A rope is put around each neck, with
the knot next to the ear. A hood is
placed over each head.
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The hangman pulls a lever. A trap door
opens — and "doef!" — the prisoner
drops. The spinal cord breaks at the
point where it enters the skull.

Life is over for the body that hangs
from the rope. But the body cannot
keep still. It does a last wild dance,
with legs and arms flapping out of
control. The face is twisted and out of
shape, with popped-out eyes and
dangling tongue. The bladder and
bowels will often empty themselves to
soil the legs and drip onto the floor
below.

After 10 minutes or so, the doctor
steps forward to check for a heartbeat.
If the pulse is there — and often it is —
the doctor will wait, perhaps for
another 10 minutes.

When the doctor decides that the
prisoner is dead, the body is taken
down and put into a coffin. The coffin is
shut, never to be opened again.

Meanwhile, a prison chaplain waits
with the prisoner's family outside the
prison walls. At about 7.30 am, they
are called into the prison chapel for a
short service, led by the same chap-
lains who gave comfort to the hanged.

Later in the day, a black vehicle from a
funeral company, followed by a police
car, takes the coffins to freshly dug
graves. Even at this time, apartheid
rears its ugly head — whites are buried
in Pretoria's cemetery, Africans are
buried at Atteridgeville or Mamelodi
and 'coloureds' at Eersterus.

Without any prayer or ceremony, the
coffins are lowered into the ground. It
is said that bulldozers are sometimes
used to fill the graves.

The prisoner's family are not allowed to

attend the burial. They will later be
given a grave number — and a parcel
of the dead prisoner's personal
belongings.

A SHOCKING REPORT

What you have just read about
hanging may have upset you. We're
sorry if this is so — but it is all true.
The information comes from a new
report brought out by the Black Sash
last month.

The report, "Inside South Africa's
Death Factory," is one of the most
hard-hitting and best written studies of
the death penalty ever to come out in
South Africa.

The report says that South Africa is "a
world leader in hanging." Between
1980 and 1988, 1070 people were
hanged. In 1987 alone, 164 people
were hanged. These figures do not
count the many hangings that took
place in the 'independent' homelands
of Transkei, Ciskei, Bophuthatswana
and Venda.

The report argues strongly against
hanging — for all prisoners, both
political and criminal. It says that all
prisoners on death row can be seen as
victims of apartheid. Most of the
prisoners on death row are black —
and nearly all come from poor families
and overcrowded townships.

The report is full of chilling facts. Such
as:

• There is big difference in the
number of black people and white
people who are hanged. Between
1910 and 1975, 2740 people were
hanged. Of these, less than 100 were
whites. Only six of these white people
were hanged for the murder of blacks.
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Up to the present day, a white man has
not been hanged for the rape of a
black woman. Over 90 black men have
been hanged for the rape of white
women.

• The report looked at the cases of 26
prisoners on death row — and found
that nearly a third of the prisoners were
not able to afford a lawyer. They had to
use 'pro deo1 counsel. This is an
advocate appointed by the state. There
are many problems with the 'pro deo'
system. The state pays the advocate
R100 a day, far less than the going
rate. So 'pro deo' advocates are mostly
those with little experience, and are
often not very good at their job.

The state does not pay for an attorney
to help the 'pro deo' advocate — and
there is no money to prepare for the
case properly, like finding witnesses or
doing research that will help the
defence in the case. So often, cases
with 'pro deo' counsel are very short.
Some cases last only one day — and
that includes judgement and sen-
tencing. Others last a bit longer, but
not much more than three or four days.

There is another problem with 'pro deo'
lawyers — they are often not trusted
by the accused. These lawyers are
seen as part and parcel of the police
and prosecution system.

• For people who are charged with
murder or other crimes that carry the
death sentence, it is often a matter of
life or death which judge hears the
case. There are 'hanging judges' —
and there are some judges who don't
like to hang people.

As retired Judge Leon says: "I know
judges who impose the death
sentence... and I know one judge who
has been on the bench for some years

who has never passed the death
penalty. Should a man's life depend on
the judge before whom he appears?"

There is also another problem with
judges — there are no black judges in
South Africa.

As Judge Leon says: "It is not easy for
a white judge to put himself in the
shoes of a black accused."

It is not hard to understand why many
black people believe that many judges
are out and out racists who believe
that a black life is not worth the same
as a white life. Take, for example,
Judge J J Strydom who last year gave
a farmer a suspended sentence and a
fine for murdering one of his workers
— by tying him to a tree for two days
and slowly kicking and beating him to
death.

PRISONERS OF WAR

The death penalty is a painful and
hated thing for the majority of South
Africans — but it hurts most when
people are hanged for taking part in
the freedom struggle.

The first ANC soldier to be hanged was
Solomon Mahlangu, who was exe-
cuted in April 1979. The government
treated Mahlangu, and all the other MK
fighters who followed him, as common
murderers. The ANC says their
fighters are soldiers and that they
should be treated as prisoners of war.

Advocate Mathole Motshekga is the
Transvaal President of the National
Association of Democratic Lawyers
(Nadel). He says that in 1977
governments from different countries
made an agreement in Geneva,
Switzerland. This agreement is called
the Geneva Protocol of 1977.
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ANC soldier Marcus Motaung who was
hanged in 1983 at the age of 28

Benjamin Moloise, an ANC soldier, was
hanged in 1984 for killing the policeman

who arrested his comrade, Marcus Motaung

"This document says all members of
liberation movements who are strug-
gling against colonialism and racism —
such as the ANC — must be respected
as soldiers." says Motshekga. "They
are not terrorists. So if they are
arrested, they should be given
Prisoner-of-War status. This means
that international law does not allow
the South African government to
charge ANC soldiers in a civilian court
of law.

"The world sees apartheid as a crime
against humanity and a threat to world
peace. So ANC soldiers must be seen
as defending their people against the
world's enemy."

Ishmael Ebrahim, a senior ANC
member who was last year jailed for 20
years, said from the dock: "As an
oppressed nation, we (black South
Africans) can never regard our courts
as places of justice... We cannot
divorce the courts from the apartheid
structures."

At his trial, Ebrahim gave a warning —
he said he believed that if ANC fighters
were charged as common criminals,
they would soon turn their backs on
the courts and refuse to plead. He was
proved right. In February this year, at
the'Delmas 2 Trial1, the ANC's Jabu
Masina, Neo Potsane, Frans Masango
and Joseph Makhura refused to take
part in the court proceedings.

As Masina said to the court: "We, as
members of Umkhonto we Sizwe, the
military wing of the ANC, are involved
in a war of national liberation... we, as
soldiers cannot and should not stand
trial in a civilian court."

On April 27 the court passed the death
sentence on Masina, Potsane and
Masango. Makhura was sentenced to 25
years in prison. Before the sentence the
four told the judge: "We know that this court
may sentence us to death. If this happens,
so be it! We love life, but we love our
people and our country even more. If we
are hanged, our death will not be in vain.
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"Those who come after us will undoub-
tedly complete our mission in life; to
create a just and democratic South
Africa which belongs to all who live in
it."

"DON'T LET THEM HANG!"

Most people would agree that the
death penalty will be with us for as
long as there is an apartheid govern-
ment. But the sad story of Pretoria's
death factory is not without hope —
thanks to the hard work of many
people and organisations, both inside
and outside South Africa.

The struggle against the death penalty
really got going when the South
African Youth Congress (SAYCO)
started the 'Save the 32' campaign in
1987. After SAYCO was banned, trade
unions, health and legal organisations
came together to form the 'Save the
Patriots Campaign' Committee.

This campaign covers not only political
prisoners — but all death row prisoners.
As committee member Buyisile Jonas
says: "Our slogan is 'Don't let them
hang!'. This means all death row
prisoners must not be hanged. Those
who are seen as thugs are the products
of apart-heid. They are what they are
because of the conditions in which they
live. Many of them cannot be employed.
So some-times they are forced to use
evil means to make a living."

Buyisile believes that if a person is
guilty of a crime, the person should be
punished — and then be given another
chance. "You cannot put a price on a
person's life. The courts should give
sentences that can give people time to
be re-educated. You can't teach a dead
person a lesson."

But the campaign against the death

penalty really took off with the
'Sharpeville Six' case. These people
were sentenced to death for killing a
councillor in Sharpeville. None of the
accused actually killed the councillor —
but they were said to have a 'common
purpose.'

People and organisations in South
Africa and overseas came together to
fight for the lives of the 'Sharpeville
Six.' Governments from other countries
also came out in support. In the end,
P W Botha decided that they should
not hang — and they were given very
long jail sentences instead.

Lawyers for Human Rights is another
organisation that has done much in the
struggle against the death penalty.
They have started a campaign to make
sure that every prisoner goes through
every last legal step before they are
hanged. Last year, they got a stay of
execution for 20 prisoners just before
they were hanged.

And earlier this year, another group
was formed — the Family and Friends
of Death Row. It is a support group for
families that have members on death
row. This group is also fighting to save
all the prisoners who have been sen-
tenced to death. As one of the founder
members, Paula Leyden says: "We
stand simply for the abolition of the
death penalty. We are campaigning for
everyone, not just politicals."

The organisations fighting against the
death penalty have a long way to go —
but there have been some real gains.
Since the all time high of 164 hangings
in 1987, the number of hangings has
dropped. Last year 117 people were
hanged. But 1989 seems to be the
year when all the different organi-
sations will begin to see the fruit of all
their hard work.
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By the middle of April, "only" 10 people
had been hanged — and P W Botha
had spared the lives of 27 prisoners on
death row.

But if the battle against the death
penalty is to be won, more and more
people and organisations must join the
fight. It is truly a terrible thing to be
hanged by your neck until you are
dead.

But perhaps there is something even
worse — and that is waiting to be
hanged.

We give the last word to D M Moisi
who writes of the despair of those
waiting for the hangman. In his poem,
"Message from the gallows", he writes:

"Let my heart soon (stop) its beat
Than die the inner death of waiting..."#

I COMMENT BY THE SOUTH 1
AFRICAN PRISONS SERVICE 1

"It is the policy of the S.A. Prison
Service to approach executions and
everything pertaining to it, with the
utmost responsibility and respect. This
attitude stems from a consideration
and respect for the circumstances in
which the person concerned finds
himself and consequently, also the
necessary regard for life and death.

The Prisons Service also has a very
important responsibility to the family
members of the prisoners. It will
therefore be appreciated that the
Prisons Service is not prepared to
point any untoward effort to politicize
an already sensitive matter.

NEW WORDS

corpse — the body of a dead person is called a corpse
execution — when the government kills somebody in prison as a punishment, it
is called execution
execution chamber — the room where prisoners are executed
gallows — the place where prisoners are hanged
death penalty — the death penalty is a sentence that some countries use to
punish people who have committed a serious crime. The death penalty says that
the person must die.
death row — death row is the place in prison where prisoners wait before they
are executed
advocate — an advocate is a lawyer who defends people in the Supreme Court
when the charge is murder or another serious crime
attorney — an attorney is a lawyer
patriot — a person who is a patriot loves their country
stay of execution — when the date of execution is put off so that the prisoner
has more time to appeal against the death sentence, we say there is a stay of
execution
abolition — put an end to something by law. For example, Britain has abolished
the death sentence.
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Elijah Barayi of COSATU, Mlindelwa Kwelimthini of NACTU and Lawrence Phate of
independent unions raise their fists to show the power of worker unity

WORKERS' UNITY IN ACTION
There were slogans. There was toyi-
toying. There were long discussions
among comrades. Speeches. Friendly
handshakes. Freedom songs. Mes-
sages of support. But most of all, there
was the will to unite and move forward
with the workers' struggle and to lay
the foundations for greater unity.

March 4 and 5 1989 were two historic
days for the working people of South
Africa. More than 700 workers from
COSATU unions, NACTU unions and
independent unions came to the
'Workers Summit' at the University of
the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg.

"Never before have there been so
many different unions from so many
different walks of life and coming from
different traditions and practices
meeting to chart the way forward for
the workers in this country..," said

Elijah Barayi, president of COSATU.

And all present understood that history
was in the making. For the first time,
trade union federations agreed to leave
their differences behind and instead, to
cast their eyes forward. The road that
they see before them may be bumpy. It
may take a long time to travel. But
there is an end in sight — a united
working people joined together in one
powerful federation.

RIPE FOR ACTION

The idea to organise a 'Workers
Summit' came after the three-day
stayaway in June last year called by
NACTU and COSATU. The stayaway
was to protest against the govern-
ment's Labour Relations Bill (LRB).
The LRB aims to protect the bosses
and not the workers.
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The LRB says that a company can
sue the union for the losses it suffers
if there is a strike. Trade unions have
to apply 21 days before they go on
strike to get permission to strike. The
LRB aims to take away the right of
workers to strike.

The June stayaway was a big
success. Over one million workers
stayed away from work. But, even
though unions and workers showed
that they are not satisfied with the Bill,
it was passed in Parliament in
September last year and is now a law
called the Labour Relations
Amendment Act (LRA).

Elias Mosungutu of the Post and
Telecommunications Workers'
Association (Potwa) told us: "After
last year's stayaway, COSATU and
NACTU saw that the time was ripe for
all the workers in the country to join
forces and fight the government and
companies."

JOINING THE ROAD TO UNITY

First, COSATU organised an Anti-
Apartheid Conference (AAC). It invited
all anti-apartheid organisations to
attend, including organisations that
fight 'independence' in the homelands
such as the National Seoposengwe in
Bophuthatswana. But the government
banned the conference.

After this, NACTU called for a 'Workers
Summit'. COSATU supported the idea,
and it was organised this year. But at
the last moment, NACTU decided that
it could not attend. "Building unity is a
serious question," says James
Mndaweni, president of NACTU.
"NACTU needed more time to discuss
the question. And COSATU did not
want to postpone the summit."

COSATU trade union members wanted
to go ahead with the summit. They
said that the government and
businesses were already running
ahead and that unions had to get
organised as soon as possible.

But even though NACTU did not attend
the summit, eleven NACTU unions
were there. In their statement they
explained: "We have decided to attend
the 'Workers Summit' because we see
it as something aimed at bringing unity
to the working people. We believe that
the road to unity must not be blocked
by us."

PULLING DOWN WALLS

Lebona Tsotetsi of the Food Beverage
Workers Union (FBWU) — a NACTU
trade union — said: "When I heard
there was going to be a 'Workers
Summit', I jumped with happiness. This
is because I knew that the time was
right for us to build unity. I always
hoped for the best from it."

"The summit was a success," says
Nelson Ndisa, a member of the
South African Railway and Harbour
Workers Union (SARHWU), a
COSATU union. "We pulled down
the wall that divides us into different
federations and that keeps us
apart.

"We discussed our problems as
workers who are faced with the same
enemy — the apartheid labour law.
Our differences are nothing compared
to our belief in the unity of workers."

"Of course, there were also some
differences," says Elias Mosungutu.
"Especially when we discussed
sensitive points. But everybody was
very disciplined. People with
different opinions exchanged ideas
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as workers, and not as members of
different trade union federations."

A WORKERS' LRA

Workers at the summit discussed
ways of dealing with the attacks on
workers in this country. "The Labour
Relations Law is a serious attack on
workers in this country," says
Geoffrey Majiyesa, also a member of
SARHWU.

"At the summit, we decided to write our
own Labour Relations Act. Our LRA
will cover all workers — and it will
include farmworkers and domestic
workers, who have no protection at the
moment.

"Public sector workers, like Post Office
workers are also not covered. So
public sector workers came together to
discuss their common problems. They
discussed the government's aim of
selling public services such as post
offices to private companies." The
Labour Relations Act that workers are
going to draw up, will be presented to
employers by 2 May.

Employers then have thirty days to
respond to the demands. After that,
unions are going to declare a national
dispute and there will be a vote on
another stayaway.

Elias Mosungutu says the summit
achieved much more than just calling
workers to take action against the
labour law. "To me, it became clear
that our slogan — 'One Country, One
Federation' — was becoming real. The
trade unions that did not come lost the
chance of taking the first step to
building one federation. But there will
be many other summits in the future
and lots more time for us all to come
together — in strength and in unity." #

NEW WORDS

the will — when there is the will to do
something or to make something happen,
nothing can stand in the way
to chart the way — to make plans
postpone — to put something off unfit
another time

Chris Dlamini, vice-president of COSATU, laying the foundations for greater unity
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Ma Peggy knows how to treat her customers — with a smile, a joke and a fair price

Ma Peggy Moyo says she was born
twice in her life. The first time was in
1931. This was when her mother first
greeted the new child she was bringing
into the world. The second time was in
1939. This was when eight year old
Peggy was born into the big world of
business. And that's where she still is
today.

Ma Peggy settles her heavy body
down under the hot Jo'burg sun at
Park Station. She laughs her big laugh
and begins to tell us her story. While
she talks, she keeps stopping to sing
her one word song: "P-e-a-n-u-t-s!"

"There is an old story about monkeys
and peanuts," says Ma Peggy.

"Monkeys love to eat peanuts — that is
why you often see them stealing
peanuts from the fields. The monkeys
think they are clever. They pick up a
handful of nuts and put them under
their arm. But the little animals are
greedy too. So, they pick up another
handful and try to put it under the
same arm. Each time, more and more
peanuts fall from under their arm onto
the ground.

"The monkeys work hard. But they get
very little in return. So people often
make jokes like: 'If you pay peanuts,
you will only get monkeys to work for
you.' But not everyone who works for
peanuts is a monkey. Do I look like a
monkey?"
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NO JOKE!

Ma Peggy is a hawker. Everyday,
Monday to Saturday, rain or shine, you
will find her selling her peanuts — and
apples, peaches and oranges. But
peanuts are, and always will be, her
main business. Peanuts are Ma
Peggy's bread and butter.

She learned the business of selling
peanuts from her parents. Her father
was a tailor and dry cleaner in
Sophiatown where the family lived. Her
mother was a hawker at Jeppe Station.
She also sold peanuts.

As a little girl, Ma Peggy used to join
her mother at the station every day
after school. In the afternoons, she
used to travel up and down on the
Sophiatown buses, selling peanuts to
the passengers.

Selling peanuts was not a joke to the
family. Ma Peggy's father did not do
well in his business. The family needed
every cent from the peanuts to keep
the wolf from the door. Peanuts were a
shield against hunger for the family.

Ma Peggy remembers: "I learnt a lot
about selling and about my customers.
But I am sad that I did not know a
proper childhood. I could not play in
the afternoons with my friends, like
other children."

A FAMILY OF HAWKERS

When the government forced people
out of Sophiatown, Ma Peggy's father's
business had to close down. The same
year, her father passed away. This
dark cloud of bad luck forced the family
to find ways to make a living.

"We came to live in Soweto and we all
became hawkers. Even my younger

sister and brother joined us in selling
goods. We made a living out of selling
peanuts and other goods. My mother
passed away in 1986. She was still a
hawker at the time. My sister is still
hawking here in Johannesburg."

Ma Peggy has six children. "My eldest
child, Dudu, is already a hawker in
Johannesburg. She sells peanuts,
fruits and vegetables. So if I am sick, I
know she is there to help.

"The five little ones are still at school,
but when I come back from hawking
with Dudu, we always find that the kids
have cleaned the house and cooked
food for supper. That makes me feel
very proud of them. Sometimes during
the weekend, they go with their sister
to sell in town."

'COME-ONE—COME-ALL1

As we talk, Ma Peggy sees a thin man
looking hungrily at the peanuts. She
calls him over and jokes: "Come here,
my boss! Come buy some peanuts!"

The man buys the peanuts, empties
the packet into his mouth, licks his lips
and reaches into his pocket to find
money to buy more. What is the secret
of Ma Peggy's success?

"Some of our forefathers believed in a
muti called 'come-one—come-all'.
They believed that anyone whose
business was doing well had a most
powerful muti."

Ma Peggy says she has a very simple
'muti'. "And that is my love and respect
for people. I make jokes and laugh with
them. So many people come to listen
to my jokes and stories. But they end
up buying peanuts."
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But there is also another reason. Ma
Peggy is always fair to her customers.
"My customers are poor workers. They
do not have enough money to buy a
packet of peanuts from the shops in
town. I sell them very cheap — I make
just enough money to keep the home
fires burning."

FOR ALL SEASONS

Ma Peggy says many people know
peanuts by
another name.
"They are called
'madopis1. This is
because peanuts
are for all
seasons. You can
eat them in
summer or
winter. In autumn
or spring. The
taste will always
be the same.

"Travellers enjoy
'madopis1 on their
long trips to work.
They eat one
peanut after
another. The
peanuts make
the distance
between home
and work seem
shorter. Others
enjoy peanuts at lunch time. When
other people are enjoying pap and
meat, my customers enjoy their 'pap
and madopis1."

Ma Peggy says that peanuts can be
cooked in many ways. "You qan boil
them in a big pot. Or you can fry them
in a big frying pan — like I do."

She says frying the peanuts at home in
the evenings is hard work — but it is

Ma Peggy, the 'Peanut Queen', has been hawking
since 1939

something she still enjoys, even after
all these years. "There is an inviting
smell in the place. Some people think I
am cooking a special supper. But it is
the smell of peanuts in a frying pan.
This smell is followed by some nice
'music' — the sound of peanuts trying
to jump out of the boiling sunflower oil!"

A HISTORY OF TROUBLE

Ma Peggy is known to all the people
who come and
go from Park
Station. She
has tasted the
sweetness of
fame. But
sometimes she
wishes she
wasn't so
famous. "I have
paid a heavy
price for my
fame. I have
been troubled
by the police
since my early
childhood. This
has made my
life sour. My
mother was
once arrested
for two weeks.
Her only crime
was that she
was a hawker.

"I was also arrested a number of times.
I spent many nights at John Vorster
Square. They demanded heavy fines
from me. I wanted to challenge this
unfairness. But I did not have an
organised force to support me."

Ma Peggy laughs loudly: "My prayer
was answered. An organisation to
protect hawkers' rights was started
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about two years ago. It is called the
African Council of Hawkers and
Informal Business (ACHIB). I joined it
without any doubt. The police still
trouble us — but not like they used to."

It was getting late — so we bought a
packet of peanuts from Ma Peggy and
said goodbye. As we walked, we ate
one peanut after the other. And truly,
the distance from Park Station to the
office seemed much shorter! •

NEW WORDS

somebody's bread and butter —
the main way a person makes a living

keeping the wolf from the door —
to keep hunger away

distance — the amount of space
between two places

to challenge — to question and fight
back

•*' Do you want to know about the
organisation that helps hawkers?
I l i ^ p 9M £o n t a c t ACHIB at:

Room 416 Harley Chambers
Johannesburg, or

P.O.Box 4122
187 Jeppe Street

Johannesburg 2000

DEAR READERS

Do you want the next six
magazines sent directly to you
through post? If so, then fill in
this form and send it to us with a
postal order or cheque. Our new
postal address is:

LEARN AND TEACH
PUBLICATIONS

P.O. BOX 556
JOHANNESBURG

2000

NAME

ADDRESS

COST: Students and Workers:
R7.00

People who live in Namibia,
Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland,
Zimbabwe and Mozambique:
R8.00

Companies, Overseas and Donor
subscriptions: R35.00
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The consumer boycott has turned Carletonville into a ghost town!

A VISIT TO A GHOST TOWN
It was a sunny Monday morning when
Learn and Teach took a drive to
Carletonville. The first thing we saw
before we entered the town were the
big, yellow gold mines. They looked so
calm from the outside — telling
nothing of the thousands of of toiling
mine workers hard at work, hundreds
of feet below.

In the car, there was a lot of talking
and laughing. But as soon we drove
into town, we felt a strange silence. We
knew there was a boycott on and that
people were not buying from the shops
— but we were still surprised to see
the streets so empty of people. The
centre of town is full of shops — but all
we saw were sad-faced shopkeepers
standing in the doorways. There were
no smiling faces anywhere. No
children playing. Nothing much
happening. It felt like a ghost town.

The town was dead but apartheid felt
very much alive. Where were the
people?

We knew that the National Union of
Mineworkers (NUM) was one of the
forces behind the call for the boycott.
So we decided that our first stop would
be a visit to the NUM office. We found
the office in a small house in the centre
of town. It was very busy, with union
officials hard at work with NUM
members.

'WHITES ONLY1

The consumer boycott began when the
Conservative Party (CP) took control of
Carletonville last year. Like their friends
in Boksburg, the CP started putting up
'Whites Only1 signs everywhere. And it
didn't stop there. Gangs of white
youths, with nothing better to do,
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started going around assaulting black
people at night.

NUM official, Hlubi Biyane, told us that
The black people of Carletonville were
hurt and insulted — and very angry.
They decided that they would not just
sit back and turn the other cheek. It
was time for action.

"In February, over 27 community
organisations and trade unions from
COSATU met in Khutsong, the town-
ship outside Carletonville. We agreed
that black people would stop buying
from shops in Carletonville. We elected
an Action Committee to help with the
boycott," said Hlubi.

The Action Committee's job was to find
other towns nearby where people could
go and shop — and to speak to
shopkeepers and the Taxi Association
and ask them not to overcharge people.

"Word spread like wildfire in the
township that the boycott would start
on 27 February. People saw the
boycott as the only way to hit back.
There was a 100 per cent boycott on
the first day. And the boycott is still
biting very hard."

'THE YOUNG LIONS'

In Khutsong we met three young men
wearing T-shirts with 'Release the
detainees' on the front. They seemed
like people who could tell us more
about what is happening in
Carletonville.

The three 'Young Lions' quickly filled us
in. "People were being beaten at night
and we were trying to find a solution.
We consulted the Student Congress
and met with NUM and COSATU. We all
decided the only way forward was to
start a consumer boycott.

"Pamphlets were distributed in the
community and the boycott started.
People have stopped going to town
now."

The young comrades said the most
important aim of the boycott was to
see white businesses close. But the
boycott has hurt some black workers
too.

"It is true that some of our people have
lost their jobs. But we will always be on
their side. But we should also know
that there is no struggle without
casualties. We knew that our struggle
was going to be bitter — there is no
easy walk to freedom."

THE POLICE 'HELP'

Vincent Senne is a teacher at Badirile
High School. He says he was
assaulted by whites in Carletonville
one night when he was driving home.
We visited him at his home in
Khutsong.

Senne, a quietly spoken man, told us
his story: "I was on my way home from
Johannesburg. As I entered Carleton-
ville, I saw a van behind me with its
bright 'sports' lights on. The lights were
shining into my eyes, making it difficult
for me to see. I slowed down so that
this car could pass me. But instead,
the two white men in the van tried to
force me off the road by driving very
close to the side of my car.

"I realised that they meant business,
so I drove straight to the police station
for help. When I got there, the two
white men jumped out of their vehicle
and began to attack me. Before I knew
it, some policemen had joined in. They
took me into a toilet and I was attacked
by five men while a black policeman
held the door closed.
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Shops in Boksburg and Carletonville are closing by the dozen as the consumer boycott goes
from strength to strength!

"I fought my way out of the toilet and a
policeman called me into the charge
office. I heard one man say: 'Give me
only five minutes — I want that kaffir'.
I ran to my car and drove home as fast
as I could go. I have laid charges and
the matter is with the Attorney-
General."

Dr Tshupe, a member of NAMDA, has
helped many of the people who have
been beaten up in Khutsong. "When I
examine my patients I always think
about the causes of their problems.
This is because I believe that you
cannot have a healthy body if the mind
is disturbed. And apartheid disturbs all
minds. The boycott has unified people
more and I fully support it."

A LAWFUL PROTEST

Father Mgqumetja of the Anglican
Church in Khutsong says that many of
his church members have lost their
jobs because there are no customers
buying goods. "And the people who do

not have cars suffer when they have to
go shopping in other towns. This is
because of transport costs."

The people of Khutsong are paying a
heavy price, but Father Mgqumetja is
still behind the boycott. "The consumer
boycott was the only way that people
could show their anger. It is a lawful
protest because you cannot force
people to buy from shops."

Businessmen in Carletonville are also
feeling the boycott badly. One of these
businessmen is the owner of
Carletonville Fresh Produce, Mr Faria.
"My sales have dropped by more than
half. The 'Whites Only' signs should be
taken down because they are causing
a lot of problems. The only sales that
have not dropped have been
newspaper sales."

Since the boycott began, businessmen
say that they have lost over R12
million. Some shops have closed
already, and many are about to close.
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UNITED IN ACTION

The boycott in Carletonville has the full
support of the black people in the
community — but there have been
problems with report backs from the
Action Committee. Outdoor meetings
are banned — and they are refused
the right to use a hall.

"The Chamber of Commerce wrote to
us asking for a meeting," says Hlubi.
"They said they wanted to discuss the
situation with us. We told them that the
Action Committee could not meet them
without consulting the black
community in the area.

"We are elected by the people so we
cannot make decisions on our own.
We wanted time so we could meet with
our people. The Khutsong Town
Council refused to allow us to hold a
meeting in the community hall. So we
told the Chamber of Commerce that it
was up to them to see that the Town
Council allows us to meet."

But he says these problems have not
divided the people in any way. Instead,
the boycott has brought the community

together. "Who can believe that after
six weeks, there is still 80 per cent
support for the boycott!"

The sun was setting and we were tired.
We were happy to leave Carletonville.
It was sad to say goodbye to all the
friendly people of Khutsong. Their spirit
touched us. They are a community
united in action. They know the
struggle will not be without heavy
sacrifices. But they also know that they
will win the battle against the racists
and their disgusting laws in the end. •

NEW WORDS

assault— to assault somebody
means to beat them up
to fill someone in — to tell someone
the latest information
lay charges — when you lay
charges, you tell the police in writing
that someone has committed a crime
casualties — victims or people who
are injured
Chamber of Commerce — this is a
group of businesses who come
together to promote the businesses in
their area or town

The Carletonville way' — a white vigilante attacks a man who was trying to use the public phone
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DAVID MEETS GOLIATH...
IN HILLBROW

I have always been a great admirer of
the boxing greats. Jake Ntuli,
Mohammed Ali, Sugar Ray Leonard,
Elijah Mokone, Simon Skosana...
these are the names of my heroes,
people I will always love and respect.

As a boy, I liked nothing better than to
strip down to the waist and shadow
box in front of the mirror. Left jab...
Right upper cut... Pow! Left
hook... Straight right... Pow! Pow!
Mohammed Ali staggers in the corner.
Again. Left jab... And then at last,
VICTORY! Ali is lying senseless on the
floor. The crowd stamps its feet and
cheers. Hundreds of fans lift me up
high, shouting: "The Champ! The
Champ!" Then all of a sudden, from
nowhere, I feel this body blow — it's

my mother squaring up and telling me
to get on with my homework.

Of course, my victories were only in my
head. I am not really a violent person.
But growing up in the township makes
it hard for a person not to see some
action.

STICKS AND STONES

Once I joined a gang of street fighters.
We used to look for fights. Anything to
use as a punching bag. Later, I joined
another gang and life became more
dangerous. We called our fights "guru-
gurus" because we fought in groups —
and it was not always easy to tell who
was the friend and who was the enemy.
Our weapons were stones and not the
might of punches. Stones were easy to
find and did not damage our fists.
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All in all, I can say that I have a fair bit
of experience in the world of punches
and knockouts. I have made my
opponents 'eat beetroot1 many a time
and one or two of them have even
seen stars.

But all my experience could not prepare
me for the boxing match between me
and a gang of white racists — the kind
of people who belong to the Afrikaner
Weerstand Beweeging (AWB). I did not
think there were many of these people
in a place like Hillbrow, where I now
live. For me Hillbrow is a place of the
future — a place where all people can
live side by side in peace, without the
poison of apartheid flowing through the
veins of those who live there.

AN UNHOLY MEETING

It was Sunday night. My friend Rassie
and I popped down to the shop to buy
a loaf of bread for the next morning's
breakfast. The shop is on the ground
floor of the building where Rassie and I
share a room. I saw four white men
coming towards us as I walked into the
shop saying: "Ja Rassie, Monday is an
unholy day..." Suddenly, I realised that
I was talking to myself.

I looked back and saw two of the white
guys blocking Rassie's way. I went
back to help my friend. As I came
nearer, I heard one of them saying:
"Jy moet by jou eie homeland gaan bly.
Ons soek nie swart mense hier by
onse dorp." ("You must go and stay in
your 'homeland', we don't want blacks
here in our town.")

I asked this guy what the problem was
and waited for the answer. I soon saw

this was a grave mistake. The answer
came within seconds. "Vat so, jou klein
duiweltjie!" ("Take this, you little devil!")

ONE... TWO... THREE

One... two... three... and many stars.
These bright wonders of nature were
not real. But they shone in my mind. I
felt as if I was waking up on a really
blue Monday morning.

After a few minutes, I got my strength
back. The 'stars' were gone. Standing
in front of me was a giant. No, a
mountain! Tall, and beefy, with lots of
heavy muscles.

I looked at Rassie. He looked at me.
We are both short. I am a 'not-too-fat-
or-thin1 boy. And Rassie is one of those
'gone-with-the-wind' thin people. I
always cross fingers when we pass
those 'we-go-for-the-bones' dogs in the
townships.

I looked at the mountain. My brain was
asking me: "Do you want to die? To
fight him is the same as killing
yourself." But my feelings were hurt
and my blood was on the boil. I winked
at Rassie to tell him that I was about to
punch the guy's face.

THE FIRST PUNCH

Like lightning I threw my first punch. It
was a heavy one and it smashed into
his hairy nose. Suddenly, he was a
crab, moving in many directions.

But he got his balance back — and I
found myself looking straight into his
eyes. I saw tears of anger flowing.
Those tears worried me. I was more
than a little scared.

39 LEARN AND TEACH



But my whole body was filled with the
spirit of victory. I was happy because
my opponent was 'eating beetroot1. A
small crowd was watching the fight.
They laughed happily. So I knew I had
won that round.

But my victory did not last long. I heard
one of the 'crunchies1 say to another:
"Werk met daai swakeling, ek sal met
die een wat permantig is werk." (Work
on that weak one, I'll work on this
cheeky one.") The speaker was the
heaviest of the group, and he was
coming for me!

GUAVA JUICE

Taken together, my opponent and I
were like Mohammed Ali rolled into
one. I had Ali's sharp mind, and the
other guy had Ali's big body. My body
was a bit weak, but then, so was his
mind. So our chances of winning the
round were equal.

I remembered Ali's famous saying: "Fly
like a butterfly, sting like a bee". I
played hide and seek. I ran away from
those heavy blows which were
zooming past. And I enjoyed watching
him fight with the air. The results of the
round were clear: "Draw!"

Suddenly, I saw Rassie's opponent
coming towards me. Where was
Rassie? I looked around. Rassie was
lying on the ground, like a bundle of
old jumble sale clothes. Now, Rassie's
opponent was out to get me.

My body was tired. I remembered the
days of my 'guru-guru' fights with
stones. There were no stones in sight,
but there were two pints of guava juice
that belonged to the enemy lying in a
packet on the floor! Have you ever
seen two heavies with guava juice
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dripping down their eyebrows? The
crowd could not hold back its laughter.
The only pity was that there were no
bees around to enjoy the juice — and
to finish the job with a sting or two!

WAR AND PEACE

But the laughter did not last long. It
soon turned to anger. Voices of protest
could be heard from the crowd. One
still rings in my ears: "These are not
just white thugs, they are right-
wingers. They are pressing a wrong
button by coming to fight here. They
run around free in Pretoria, now they
think they can do the same in
Hillbrow..."

Then I heard another voice — it was
the voice of peace and it came from
the building's security guard: "Please,
don't fight! Go home, all of you." The
fight was over. Rassie and I went back
to our room to nurse our bruises and
lick our wounds.

Afterwards, we talked about what had
happened. This was not just a fight
between black and white people. It
was war— right-wing racists against
all black people. Small-minded and
tight-hearted people against all
freedom loving people, no matter what
their colour. We remembered that
cowboy Strydom who murdered eight
black people in Pretoria not so long
ago and we felt truly angry.

In bed that night, I felt happy that I had
spent so much time shadow boxing
against the greats. But I was sad that
my victory in real life left such a bitter
taste in my mouth. Here, there was no
love of boxing, no sport. It was a fight

for survival and human rights — the
right to live where you want, without
fear and in peace. That is a fight that
still has to be won! •

NEW WORDS

admirer — if you are an admirer of
someone, you like and respect them
very much

racist — a person who judges others
by the colour of their skin

right-winger—In South Africa is a
person would support apartheid

opponent — the person you are
fighting against

a fight for survival — the fight to stay
alive and for the basic things in life
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Dear Readers
We have a problem with some of the letters
that we get. Some letters do not have the
name and address of the reader. So we
cannot answer the letter. So please do not
forget to write your address at the top of
your letter.
Heyta daarl
Editor

Dear Learn and Teach,
I am a very worried resident of Boitumelong
township. In Boitumelong the rent goes up and
up every month but nothing in the township
changes. We still use the old bucket toilets. We
have to fetch water far from our houses. Our
roads are not tarred. There is nowhere for
young people to relax so they go to shebeens.
There are no creches for working mothers.
There is not even a high school here. When
they turn the water off, they do not warn us. The
domestic workers here are underpaid. They
need SADWU to help them organise. We all
need to organise. How can we? I wish Learn
and Teach would visit us here. Please help us
to build the nation. We are lost.
Kehencoe
BLOEMHOF

Thank you for your letter. We are sorry to
hear about your problems in Bloemhof. We
hope to visit you one day so that we can
write a story about the people of
Boitumelong. Here are the addresses of
people who can help you to organise:

Council of Churches
P.O. Box 1533
Kimberley
8300
Tel: (0531) 71-1094 or

SADWU
34 Bastion Road
Howard Building
Bloemfontein
9300

Dear Learn and Teach,
I live in Gompies in the northern Transvaal.
Every year we pay R15 for the water supply.

We have paid this money since 1979 but my
village has still not got piped water. We are
paying for nothing because about 95% of the
people have borehole water or windmills. What
is funny is that if you do not pay one year, no-
one in your family can get anything they need
from the authorities. What can we do so that we
do not have to pay this money anymore? Help
us please.
J.M.
MOLETLANE VILLAGE

Thank you very much for your letter. We
have spoken to the Transvaal Rural Action
Committee (TRAC) who can maybe help
you. Their address is:-
TRAC
P.O. Box 2827
Johannesburg
2000
Tel: (011) 403-3154

Dear Learn and Teach,
I am very grateful to you for what you are doing
for the readers of Learn and Teach. I get Learn
and Teach from a friend who always sends me
a copy. I hope you can help the people of Ekan-
dustria in Kwa-Ndebele as you have helped
others. The workers in Ekandustria earn pea-
nuts and their working conditions are the worst I
saw. All the factories come from the big cities
like Johannesburg and Pretoria. They are very
happy to find the cheapest workers in Kwa-
Ndebele. Many of these factories do not want
trade unions and do not want to pay a living
wage. The bosses of these factories are told
by an Office of Works how much to pay. I think
that this office is selling us to the bosses. We
are not allowed to speak for ourselves — the
Office of Works speaks for us. They promised
us a workers' committee a long time ago but
still there is nothing. So please, dear Learn and
Teach, do something for us here at Ekandustria.
Concerned Worker
EKANGALA
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Thank you for your letter. While Kwa-
Ndebele is still not independent, the
workers still come under South African law.
This means that you can join unions and
fight for your rights. Here are the addresses
of unions in Pretoria:

COSATU
14 Brown Street
Pretoria
0002
Tel: (012) 21-7621

NACTU
Bosman Street
Willie Theron Building
Pretoria
Tel: (012) 26-6242

Dear Learn and Teach,
I need your help very badly. I am a SATS
worker. I asked for a loan to buy a house. They
agreed to give me R33 000 last February but I
still have not found a house. Some builders tell
me that my loan is too small. Others say that
they do not work with SATS. Now my wife is
mad with me. She says that I do not look like
someone who is looking for a house. She says
she is.sick and tired. I do not know what to do.
Can you give me the names of people who will
find me a house for R33 000 and who work with
SATS?
Muntu Mbhele
SOWETO

Thank you for your letter. We are sorry to
hear about your problem. Have you spoken
to the Family Housing Association? They
have projects in Thokoza, Katlehong,
Khutsong and Vosloorus. Their address is:
The Family Housing Association
Bank of Lisbon Building
37 Sauer St
Johannesburg
or:
P.O. Box 9868
Johannesburg
2000
Tel: (011) 836-3381
If you want to live in Soweto, you must ask
either the Diepmeadow or the Soweto
Council if there is land or houses to buy. If
you can find some land in Soweto, we will
do our best to help you organise plans and
a builder.

Dear Learn and Teach
I worked for 7 months at Mondi Board Mills in
Springs, i worked as a temporary for all these
months. I never missed work unless I was off-
duty. Then my boss, Mr Simons, told me that
there was no more work for me. I can't
understand why he says I was a temporary if I
worked there so long. Please help me.
D.J.
SPRINGS

Thank you for your letter, D.J. The law says
that if you work more than three days a
week for the same factory, you are not a
temporary or a casual worker. So no matter
what Mr Simons says, you were not a tem-
porary worker. Mr Simons cannot fire you
for no reason. This is an unfair labour
practice. Even if you did something wrong,
there are procedures which your boss must
follow. The Printing, Paper, Wood and Allied
Workers Union (PPWAWU) in Springs are
organised at Mondi. They say you must
come and see them and they will help you.
Their address is:
PPWAWU
1st floor, Palladium Building
Cnr 4th Street and 3rd Avenue
Springs
Tel: (011) 56-7925

Dear Learn and Teach,
Can you help my father? He worked at the
Richmond Divisional Council as a machine
operator for 17 years. In 1987, he had a stroke
and lost his job. When he left, he got nothing
from the council. All he gets is a disability
pension every two months. My father was the
bread winner so now he cannot afford to send
us to school. We are far from unions around
here. I hope you can help my father as you
have done for so many.
Zola Nkewana
RICHMOND

Thank you for your letter, Zola. We are very
sorry to hear about your father's problem.
We spoke to Mr van der Merwe at the
Victoria West office of the Council. He said
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that no black workers belonged to the
pension fund before 1985. And now only
workers who are paid monthly can belong -
not workers whose wages are worked out
by the day, like your father. So we are sorry
to say that they do not owe your father any
money. But if you write to the union for
Divisional Council workers, they could try to
get a gratuity for your father especially
because he worked for the council for so
long. The union's address is:
South African Municipal Workers Union
(SAMWU)
Trade Union House
8 Beverley St
Athlone, 7764
Tel: (021) 637-8140

Dear Learn and Teach,
When I started school, I was registered with a
different surname to the name on my birth
certificate. Next year when ! finish school, I will
need to show all my certificates. I have tried to
change my surname but as my parents' names
are different to mine, I have not succeeded. I
have no I.D. book because of the above
problem. I tried to get a baptismal certificate but
could not.
Worried
MABOPANE

Thank you for your letter, Phirox. You can
solve your problems in two ways. Ask the
principal at your school to give you new
school certificates in the name of your birth
certificate. Or you can go to the Department
of Home Affairs. They will give you a form to
fill in and later, a new birth certificate.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I am a young fellow of twenty. I am still at
school doing Standard Ten. I wish to study law
if I pass my matric. My father is too poor to pay
for me at university. Even now I struggle to
make a living. I live in Clermont. My mother
used to help me. But last year, my mother was
gunned down. So I need a bursary.
Eric Xaba
HAMMARSDALE

We are sorry to hear about the death of your
mother, Eric. Here are the addresses of two
organisations which give bursaries in Natal.
We hope that they will help you.
Equal Opportunities Council (E.O.C.)
1304 Newspaper House
85 Field Street
Durban
4001
Tel: (031) 306-3742

Trust for Christian Outreach and Education
c/o Federal Theological Seminary
Mziki St, Imbali
Pietermaritzburg
3201
or:
P.O. Box 2283
Pietermaritzburg
3200
Tel: (0331) 8-1291

Dear Learn and Teach,
I am a guy of twenty two years. I hope you will
help me with my problem. I am an activist from
Daveyton. I was unfairly expelled from school in
1987 because I am an activist. I was treasurer
of the Students' Representative Council and in
1985 I was an executive member of the
Daveyton Youth Congress. I have been
detained many times. I have looked for a job for
two years now. I am desperate. My mother tries
to support us but she only earns R50 a week.
Comrades, as you know, under capitalism and
imperialism there is no life. We live in a country
that is very rich but most people are suffering.
Victim of Apartheid
DAVEYTON

If anyone knows of a job for this comrade or
any other, please write to us at Learn and
Teach.

Dear Learn and Teach,
My name is Deliwe Margaret Timba. I am trying
to find my late father's family. My mother knows
nothing about his family. My father told us that
he came from Komatipoort. He was still very
young when he left home. He met my mother in
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the Cape. His name was Mnguni Russeli Timba
or Ntimba. His sister's name is Nomanzi. His
brother's name is Mhlupheki and his mother's
sister's name is Noziga. If any of these people,
or anyone who knows of them, reads this
magazine, please will they contact me. It hurts
me that I do not know my blood relatives.
Deliwe Timba, 11481 Site and Service
Zakhele Location
PORT ELIZABETH, 6205
Tel: (011) 403-7000/4253

Dear Learn and Teach,
This letter is written on behalf of our parents.
They were the first people to live in Lady
Seibourne, Pretoria. We came to know Learn
and Teach through our parents and have read
your magazine ever since it started. We really
liked your story on Zakes Nkosi. We were sure
that it was written by jazz legend Mike Mazurkie
Phahlane. But he denies it. He says that you
spoke to him about Ntate Nkosi last year. But
please, Learn and Teach, get him to write a
story about Kippie Morolong Moeketsi - don't
just ask him for comment. Mike Phahlane
helped a lot of jazz musicians. Or maybe you
can even write a story about Mike Phahlane
himself, the Indestructible Man of Kofifi. You
might come out with important stories about
him that our parents and grandparents did not
know.
Tsepo Maifadi
SOSHANGUVE

Tsepo, we will show your letter to the
Indestructible Man of Kofifi himself!

Dear Learn and Teach,
I am a sixteen year old Norwegian girl. I would
like to write to a boy or girl in South Africa, i
have many interests - especially the political
problems in South Africa. I want to know what
South Africans of my age think about the
problems of their country.
My address is:
June F. Nestle
Hans Egecles vei 3
1470 Lorenskog
NORWAY

Dear Learn and Teach,
I have many pimples on my face, i have tried
different medicines but nothing helps. Please
give me some advice.
Prudence Mbendeni
BELLEVUE

We spoke to a doctor about your problem,
Prudence, She said you must try to keep
your skin clean. And try not to eat oily
foods and food with lots of sugar in it.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I want to congratulate you on the work that you
do for the oppressed nation. You prepare the
way to freedom. Without you we would fumble
in the oppressor's chains. Do you know a
school where I can iearn to write books? I want
to learn to write for my fellow brothers and
sisters.
Xoiani Mnguni
LUSIKISIKI

Thank you for your letter and kind words,
Xoiani. We are sorry to say that there are no
schools that teach you how to be a writer.
But the Congress of South African Writers
(COSAW) runs workshops on writing. Their
address is:
COSAW
P.O. Box 421007
Fordsburg, Johannesburg
2033
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ENGLISH LESSON 1
Crime and Punishment
You can read a longer story about Capital Punishment on
Page 20 of this magazine.

South Africa hangs more people than any other country.
Look at this table.

Country

South Africa
China
Britain
Iran

Year

1987
1987
1987
1987

People hanged

164
132
0
160

Population

30 million
1.2 billion
53 million
47 million

In many countries, like Britain, capital punishment has
been abolished. This means that a person cannot be killed
as a punishment for a crime.

Two mothers spoke to Learn and Teach about the hanging of
their children. Read this story:

Two Mothers speak
Ma Paulina Moloise is the mother of Benjamin
Moloise. At the age of 32, Benjamin was
hanged for killing a policeman. Benjamin was
an ANC soldier.

Ma Refilwe Motaung is the mother of Marcus,
who was hanged in 1983. He was also a
member of the ANC. Marcus was 28 years old.

The two mothers spoke to Learn and Teach
about their sons.

Ma Moloise said: "The death penalty hurts
mothers more than anybody else. The worst
thing is waiting for the day your child will be
hanged. I believe that the death penalty should
be abolished."
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Ma Motaung said: "We do not say that people who have done something wrong
must not be punished. But we are saying that they should not die. There are
other ways of punishing people."

But other people say that people who murder are a danger to other people and
that is why they should be hanged.

What do you think? Should people be killed for a crime
thay have done? Or should they be punished in another
way?

In South Africa, more black people are hanged than white
people. Look at this table.

In 1988, 117 people were hanged.

Black

'Coloured'

White

TOTAL

76

38

3

117

Why do you think more black people are hanged in South
Africa than white people?

Some other interesting information

Between 1910 and 1975:
2 740 people were hanged in
South Africa.
100 were whites.
Only 6 whites were hanged for
murdering blacks.
No white man has been hanged
for raping a black woman.
Over 90 black men have been
hanged for raping a white woman.
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ENGLISH LESSON 2
Dr Allan Boesak
South Africa has many church leaders who are fighting for
the end of apartheid. Is there any church leader you like
very much and admire?

Here is a short story about one of South African people's
best loved church leaders. His name is Dr Allan Boesak.
You can read a much longer talk that Dr Boesak had with
Learn and Teach on page 2.

Everybody knows him. And everybody loves him. Except the South African
Government, of course! You only have to say the name and everybody smiles!
Except the South African government, of course!

Dr Allan Boesak is head of the
Dutch Reform Mission Church in
South Africa. He is also the
president of the World Alliance of
Reformed Churches. And a
founding father of the United
Democratic Front (UDF).

Dr Boesak told Learn and Teach
about his life.

"I was born in Kakamas in the
Northern Cape in 1945. My mother
sewed clothes and my father was a
teacher. We were eight children
and very poor.

"When I was 14, I became a sexton in the church. I loved serving the Lord. I used
to ring the church bell, clean the church, and bring the minister a glass of water.

"Later, I went to university to study God and religion. I became a priest when I
was 22. My first congregation was in Paarl.

"In 1970, my wife Dorothy and I went to Holland. There, I studied. My family and I
came back in 1976."
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From the day Dr Boesak stepped back on to South African land, he started
foghting for the end of the evil system of apartheid.

Dr Boesak says: "God is on the side of the poor and the oppressed. And that is
where I and the church must be."

Dr Boesak sent a special message to Learn and Teach readers. He said: "Do not
give up hope. Apartheid is a dying animal. Freedom is just along the way.There
will be peace and justice!"

In this story, Dr
Boesak talks about
some of the important
things in his life.
Read the story again
and write them in this
chart. You may have to
do some arithmetic!

Some Important Dates In Dr Boesak's
Life
Born

Became sexton

Became priest

Went to Holland

Came back to South Africa

Head of

President of

19...

19...

19...

19...

19...

1989

1989

ABOUT YOURSELF
Write about some of the important dates in your life. For

ample, when you were born, when you got married, had
your first child, joined a union and so on. You can fill

the information on this chart.

Some important dates in my life
Bom 19....

Write a paragraph about
your life.
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ENGLISH LESSON 3
Problems with Pensions
This lesson is about government pensions. Many black
people have problems getting their pension. Have you
applied for your pension? Have you had any problems
getting it? Talk about the problems that you have had or
people you know have had.

Read the paragraph and fill in the missing word. Choose
from these words. Remember to read the whole paragraph
before you start filling in words.

pensioners months Post Office R150 Black year

v
Like everything else in South Africa, the pension you get depends on the colour
of your skin.

Black pensioners in South Africa get (1) White pensioners get R250.
Black pensioners have to wait a long time for their pension money, sometimes a
(2) White (3) wait only 3 months. Black pensioners cannot go
to the (4) to collect their money. White pensioners can go to the Post
Office. (5) pensioners only get pension money every two (6)
White pensioners get their money every month.

check your answers

sifiuow (g) 8O|wo isod(l7) sjauojsued (e) 09LU (l)

Answer True Or False (write T or r in the box)

1. A man of 65, a woman of 60, a blind person or disabled
person of 19 can all get a government pension.

2. If you do not have an ID book, you cannot apply for
a pension.

3 The Rent Office in your township can take money
from your pension for your rent.

4. If you are a man and you apply for your pension when
you are 70, you will still get the money the government
owes you from when you were 65.

•
•
•
•
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I Your father can still
• apply for his
• pension. But he will
I only get pension
I money from the date
I that he makes his
• application. So, your
I father has already
I lost 3 years pension
I money.

Here is some advice: Apply for
your pension as soon as you turn
60. You only get pension money
from the date of your application.
Ask the clerk for a receipt saying
that you have made an
application.
Take your ID book with you. Or
another piece of paper that has
your age on it. If you have a
sayings account at a bank or
building society, take your bank
book or card with you.

The government makes black people I
wait a very long time for their pension. I
White people wait only 3 months. The I
first thing to do is to go to the pay out •
office and see if your pension has come H
through. If it is not there, go to the office m
where you made your application or •
write to them and ask them what is •
happening. If that doesn't help, you can •
go to an advice office and ask for help. •
Or you can write to the Minister of •
Population and Health. (The address is •
on page 58 of this magazine.) •



THE PENSION STRUGGLE

This sick old woman is helped to a pension pay out point by friends

Old age should be a time of peace and
joy — time to stop work and stay at
home, having tea with the neighbours
and watching the little ones at play. But
for many black people in South Africa,
getting old seems to bring more
worries and troubles than ever before.

Pensions are one of the problems that
brings the most heartache. Even in old
age, black people cannot get away
from the government's apartheid laws.
Black pensioners get much less
pension money than white pensioners
•—white pensioners get R100 more.
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White pensioners get their pension
money every month. Black pensioners
only get their pension every two
months. Black pensioners sometimes
wait a year after they apply for their
pension. White pensioners only wait
three months.

Government pensions in South Africa
are not fair or equal — and even worse,
it's often a big struggle for black
pensioners to get their pensions —
money that is their right and that the
government owes them.

One day, when apartheid is dead and
buried, all pensioners will get the same
pension. A pension that is a living
pension. A pension that is much higher
than even the R250 pension whites get
now. A pension that will allow all our old
people to live in comfort and security.

WHAT IS A PENSION?

A pension is money that you get when
you are old and you cannot work
anymore. There are two kinds of
pensions.

There are private pension funds. These
are run by some companies. Every
month, you pay a small part of your
wage into the pension fund. The
company also pays money into the fund
for you. When you retire, you will get
pension money from this fund.

Social old age pensions are government
pensions. Government pensions are not
a present from the government. They
come from the taxes that people pay.
The law says that every old person can
get a government pension if they do not
have money. This article talks about
government pensions.

WHO CAN GET A GOVERNMENT
PENSION?

To get a government pension, you must
be a South African citizen or a permanent
resident of South Africa. To get a pension
in Ciskei, Transkei, Venda and Bophuta-
tswana, you must be a citizen or perma-
nent resident of that 'independent
homeland1.

If tou are a South African citizen, your ID
book has 08 as the 11th number. If you
are a permanent resident of South Africa,
your ID book has 18 as the 11th number.

Men of 65 years and women of 60 years
can get a pension. Blind people of 19
years and disabled people of 16 years
can also get a pension.

HOW TO GET A PENSION

To get a pension, you must make a written
application. When you fill in your form, ask
for a receipt of your application. This will
help you if you have any problems later.

Each province has a Provincial Adminis-
tration and Regional offices where you
can go to make an application. So, for
example, if you live in the Orange Free
State, you can go to the OFS Provincial
Administration or the Regional Office that
is closest to where you live. (Usually, the
old Bantu Commissioner's office is now an
office of the Provincial Administration.)
If there is no Regional Centre near your
home or if you live in a small town or
village, you can make an application at
the nearest Magistrate's Court.

If you are too ill or too old to make the
application, you can ask the Department
of Pensions to send a social worker to
your house and you can make the
application from your house.
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The social worker must agree that you are
too old or too ill to make the application or
to collect your pension money. The social
worker will visit you every six months and
sign a Survival Certificate that says that
you are still alive.

Then you must give someone Power of
Attorney. This is usually someone in your
family. The person with Power of Attorney
can sign forms for you and can collect
your pension money for you.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER YOU APPLY

After you make an application, there is a
long wait. For black people, the wait can
be as long as six months or more. White
people wait only three months for their
first payment. Sometimes, you will get a
letter telling you that you can collect your
pension. But, if you do not hear anything
after three months, you must go to the
pension pay out every month or check
your bank or building society account to
see if your money is there.

If your money is still not there after three
months, you must take action. You can write
to the Pension Officer at the Provincial
Administration in your province, giving your
pension number. Or you can go to an advice
office or a lawyer. If there is no lawyer where
you live, you can write to Lawyers for
Human Rights for help. (Their address is at
the end of this article.) Or you can write to
the Minister for Health and Population,
again always giving your pension number.
(The address is at the end of this article.)
But do not make another application.

Pension money is only paid out from the
date of application. So, for example, if you
apply for your pension when you are 65
and three months, you will only get money
from the date of application. You will lose
three months of pension money.

It is important to make the application as
soon as you are the correct age — 65 for
men, 60 for women. If you are older than
that when you make the application, you
will get a little extra money. But the longer
you wait, the more you lose.

Pensioners sometimes stand for twenty four hours for their money
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WHAT YOU NEED TO TAKE WHEN
YOU APPLY

You need to take your ID book with you.
If you are a citizen of an 'independent
homeland1, you need your passport.

If you have lost your ID book or you have
not got one, take your reference book.
Sometimes, clerks send away people with
only reference books. The clerk does not
have the right to do this. The clerk must
accept your application but he can also
tell you to apply for an ID. If the clerk
refuses your application, you can go to
an advice centre for help.

YOUR AGE

The ID book and passport give your age.
Reference books do not give your age.
If you only have a reference book, try to
take some other certificate which gives
your date of birth, like a birth certificate, a
baptism certificate or a marriage
certificate.

Many people have problems proving that
they are the right age to apply for a
pension. Sometimes, they do not have the
right book or certificate to prove it. And
sometimes the date of birth in the book is
not correct.

If you know that your age is wrong in your
documents or you do not have any
document which gives your age, you can
ask the Pension officer to send you to a
doctor. He will send you to a doctor or the
District Surgeon for a medical
examination.

The doctor will examine you and try to tell
how old you are. The doctor will then
make an affidavit at a police station or
magistrate's court. In the affidavit, the
doctor will say how old you are.

Some doctors have refused to give

medical examinations. If this happens, go
to the District Surgeon. The pensions
office can tell you where to find the District
Surgeon. Or you can go to an advice
office.

COLLECTING YOUR PENSION

The government allows white people to
collect their pension money at the Post
Office. But not black people.

So, there are two ways of getting your
pension money. You can go to a pension
pay out point or you can have the money
put into a savings account at a bank or
building society. The bank account or
building society is the safest way but it is
not easy for people in rural areas.

The queues at pension pay out points are
often long and it is very tiring. Often, the
pension pay out point is far away from
your home. Sometimes, the pay out office
hasn't got enough money for all the
pensioners. Some people have been
robbed or have not been given the right
amount.

If you have a bank account, the money
goes straight into your account. It is a
much safer way of getting your pension
money.

Most banks ask for very little money to
open an account if you are a pensioner.
At Allied Building Society, Nedbank and
United Building Society you don't need
any money to open an account. At First
National you need 5 cents. At SA Perm
and Standard Bank you need 50 cents.
When you open your bank or building
society account, make sure you tell the
bank clerk that you are a pensioner.
You can take money out of your account
whenever you want. There is no charge.
When you make an application for your
pension, take your bank account number
with you.
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HOW MUCH PENSION DO YOU GET

Black pensioners are paid out every two
months. White, Indian and 'coloured1

pensioners get paid their money every
month. The government says that maybe
it will start paying black pensioners every
month. In Bophuhtatswana, Ciskei, Venda
and Transkei, pensions are also paid out
every two months.

The pension you get depends on your
income. Income is any money you get
besides your pension.

In 1989, the most a pensioner can get is:

South Africa
African
Coloured
Indian
White

R150.00 per month
R199.70 per month
R199.70 per month
R250.00 per month

Bophuthatswana R117.00 per month
Transkei R103.50 per month
Venda R110.00 per month
Ciskei R117.00 per month

• If you are over 85 or you are very old
and need someone to look after you, you
get an extra R16.00 a month.

• A war veteran gets a pension of
R532.00 in South Africa and the
'independent homelands'. But the South
African government is refusing to pay war
pensions people who are not living in
South Africa. About 70 000 war pen-
sioners are not getting their pensions. The
SA Legion is negotiating with the
government so that war veterans get their
pensions wherever they are living. If you
are a war veteran, you can contact the SA
Legion. (The address is at the end of this
story.)

WHAT COUNTS AS INCOME?

• If you have a room in your house that

you are renting, the money you get from
the rent is income.

• If you own land, it counts as income.

• If your husband or wife works, the
Pension Officer divides the wage by two
and works out the income. For example, if
you are a 60 year old woman and your
husband is still working and getting R300
a month, your income will be R150.

• If you belong to a private pension fund,
the money you get from it is income.

• If you are a man over 70 or a woman
over 65 and you are still working, the
money you earn is not income.

Here are some examples of the 1989
Pension Scales for black pensions in
South Africa:

If your income
per month is:

from R0.00 to R36.00
R36.01 - R45.00
R45.01 - R60.00
R60.01 - R75.00
R75.01 - R90.00
R90.01 -R105.00
R105.01-R115.00
R115.01 and over

You will get this
much pension:

R150.00
-R148.00-R141.00

R140.00-R125.00
R124.00-R110.00

-R109.00-R95.00
-R94.00- R80.00
-R79.00- R70.00
- no pension

Remember that pensions are paid every
two months. So, for example, if your
income is between R91.00 and R105.00
every month, you will get between R94.00
and R80.00 every month (R188.00 to
R160.00 every two months).

WHEN A PENSIONER DIES

If someone in your family is getting a
pension and they die, you must tell the
Pensions Officer at the Provincial Admin-
istration or the Regional Administration. But,
you still get the pension money of the
person who died until the end of the month.
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After a long wait in the pension queue, this pensioner died

So, if a member of your family dies on any
day between the 1st of the month or on
the 31st, you must still get their pension
money for that month. This money is to
help pay for the funeral.

SOME PROBLEMS WITH PENSIONS

The Black Sash Advice Offices see many
people who need help with pension
problems. They wrote a report about the
problems that many people have. Here
are some examples:

• At the Rent Offices of some townships,
like Soweto, rent money has been
deducted from pension money. It is
against the law to take money from the
pension for rent.

• At pay out points, there are sometimes
not enough clerks. Sometimes, clerks are
drunk. There are also complaints that
clerks are asking for money so that
people can get ahead in the queue.

• Some pensioners are told they must

open bank accounts before they make
their application for a pension and to
come back in two or three months. This
means that they lose two or three months
pension money. A pensioner does not
have to have a bank account.

The clerk cannot stop a person from
making an application because they do
not have a bank account. Pensioners
have a right to make an application as
soon as they are the right age.

• Some pensioners complain that they
have to pay their chief money so that he
will help them get their pension.

• In some of the 'independent homelands'
there is not enough money to pay all the
pensioners. And in Lebowa, the government
says that there are not enough funds to pay
pensions. But if you are the right age, you
must still apply. The government says it will
backpay all pensioners when there are funds.

If you have a problem with your pension,
you must take action.
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HERE ARE SOME ADDRESSES OF PLACES
THAT CAN HELP YOU.

CAPE PROVINCIAL
ADMINISTRATION
Goulbum Sentrum
Goulbum Street
GOODWOOD
Tel: (021) 5912136

NATAL PROVINCIAL
ADMINISTRATION
7 Buro Crescent
DURBAN
Tel: (031) 29 1131

TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL
ADMINISTRATION
SA AGRICULTURAL UNION
cnr Pretorious and Andres Streets
PRETORIA
0001
Tel: (012) 322 7304

ORANGE FREE STATE PROVINCIAL
ADMINISTRATION
Direkteer Gemeenskap Welsyn
Henrystraat 52
Warden Gebou
BLOEMFONTEIN
Tel: (051) 303 511

SA LEGION NATIONAL
HEADQUARTERS
Mr Vincent
Box 8751
JOHANNESBURG
2000
Tel: (011) 838-4857

BLACK SASH (JOHANNESBURG
ADVICE OFFICE)
4TH Floor, Queensbridge Building
corner Juta and Bertha Streets
BRAAMFONTEIN2001
Tel: (011) 403-2914/8

DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS
Mr van Niekerk
Director General
Department of National Health and
Population Development
Private Bag X63
PRETORIA
0001
• Remember to give your pension
number

LAWYERS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
7th Floor
Van Erkom Building
cnr Pretorius and Paul Kruger Streets
PRETORIA
0001
Tel: (012) 212135

# OUR THANKS TO SHEENA DUNCAN
AND BEULAH ROLLNICK OF THE BLACK
SASH FOR ALL THEIR HELP WITH THIS
ARTICLE. •

NEW WORDS

a pittance — very, very little money

disabled — someone who is disabled
has something wrong with their body or
their brain that stops them from having a
normal life

make an application — when you
make an application for a pension or an
account in a shop, you fill in forms.
Another way of saying make an
application is apply.
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