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TUTU
VOICE OF THE VOICELESS

Archbishop Desmond Tutu loves to tell jokes — like the one about
the time when he and P.W. Botha came together for a meeting.

They didn't want anybody to hear what they were saying to each
other. So they met in a small boat in the middle of a lake. Suddenly
a wind blew Botha's hat into the water.

Tutu said, 'Don't worry, I'll get it' — and he stepped over the side
of the boat. To everyone's surprise, he just walked across the water
to fetch Botha's hat.

The TV and newspaper people watched this miracle from the side
of the lake. But the next day, the newspaper headlines read: 'Tutu
kan nie swem niel' (Tutu can't swim).

The joke is a good example of how the
SABC -TV and many (white)
newspapers twist the truth when it
comes to Desmond Tutu. They always
do their best to show Tutu in a bad
light.

But who is this man the South African
government and its friends love to
hate?

A woman from England, Shirley Du
Boulay, has just written a book about
this great son of South Africa. The
book is called TUTU — VOICE OF
THE VOICELESS. It is the story of
Desmond Tutu's life — and how he has
come to speak for his people suffering
under apartheid.

THE STORY BEGINS

The book begins with a chapter called
"Hertzog is my shepherd." It is the title
of a poem written in 1925 that mocks

General Hertzog and his racist laws.
Life was not as bad for blacks as it was
to become when the Nationalists came
to power in 1948 — but it was bad
enough.

Desmond Mpilo Tutu was bom into this
world on 7th October 1931 in
Klerksdorp in the Western Transvaal.
His father, Zachariah, was the
headmaster of a Methodist Primary
school.

Desmond's mother, Aletta, was a
domestic servant. She was a gentle
woman who was known as 'Kgomotso'.
This means 'the comforter of the
afflicted*. She always took the side of
the person who was losing an
argument.

The third of four children, Desmond
grew up in a family where there was
much love — but not much money.
Many times he travelled to and from
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the white suburbs, collecting and
returning the laundry his mother
washed. Young Desmond Tutu sold
oranges and peanuts at railway
stations, and worked as a caddy on
golf courses.

Desmond was bright at school. He
did not have a head for figures — his
arithmetic was not good. But he had
a memory like a camera. He could
read a book and not only tell
everything the book said — he could
tell you on what page you could find
it!

THE LONG SICKNESS

When Desmond was
14 years old he got
that sickness of the
lungs called
Tuberculosis (TB).
He had to spend 20
months in hospital.

But his time in
hospital was like a
cloud with a silver
lining. He made
friends with the
famous Father Trevor T h e Tutu fami|y in London, 1964
Huddleston. This
well-loved priest served the people of
Sophiatown for many years. Now he
is the head of the Anti-Apartheid
Movement in Britain.

Father Huddleston visited the
patients at the Rietfontein Hospital —
and young Desmond came to love
and respect him. The priest liked
Desmond and brought him many
books to read.

The young Desmond was hungry for
knowledge. He read all the books —
and learned much about the world
from his hospital bed.

NEARER TO GOD

Desmond's time in hospital and his
friendship with Father Huddleston gave
him strength — and a new-found faith
in God.

One dark night Desmond was very
sick. He was coughing up a lot of
blood. The young boy was scared. He
thought he was going to die. But then
he felt a very deep calm. He
remembers saying to God, "Well, if I
have to die, OK."

When he was well again, Desmond felt
nearer to God. He was thankful to God
for letting him live. When Desmond left

hospital, he became a
server in the church of
St Paul's, in Munsieville
near Krugersdorp. This
was where his parents
were now staying.

After Desmond
finished matric, he
wanted to be a doctor.
He was accepted at
medical school — but
he could not go. There
was not enough
money. So he decided

to follow his father and become a
teacher.

FALLING IN LOVE

Du Boulay's book does not say much
about Tutu's private life. But she says
that in 1955 Desmond Tutu fell in love.
The woman who won his heart was
Leah Shenxane. She had been one of
his father's brightest pupils — and she
became Desmond's brightest star
when he married her.

After his marriage, Desmond taught at
Munsieville High School. This was
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next door to the Anglican school
where his father was the headmaster.
Many pupils still remember being
taught at primary school by the father
and at high school by the son.

Desmond Tutu was a brilliant teacher
— and a brave one. One day some
gangsters came to the school in
search of girls. The headmaster hid in
his office, and the teachers locked the
classroom doors.

But one teacher was different.
Desmond Tutu — all five feet and no
inches of him — walked tall and went
outside and spoke to them. The
gangsters were soon feeling ashamed.
They gave the young teacher their gun.

It was not the last time that Desmond
Tutu was to show his courage. He has
risked his life many times since then.

FROM TEACHING TO PREACHING

The young Tutu had only just started
teaching when the government made a
new law. This law was the Bantu
Education Act.

The aim of Bantu Education was to keep
blacks down — and this made Desmond
angry. He wanted his pupils to grow up
being free and able to think for
themselves. He stayed with his pupils for
another three years, to see them finish
school. Then he left.

Du Boulay says Desmond did not feel
sorry for leaving teaching. It was then
that he decided to become a priest.
Many people, like his father, thought he
was doing the wrong thing. But Desmond
could not help it. He says: "God grabbed
me by the scruff of the neck at that time."

The people who thought Desmond was
wrong to be a priest were in for a big

Desmond and Leah Tutu on their wedding day

surprise. He did very well at St Peter's, a
college for priests. It was a place where
his spirit grew stronger, like a flower that
blooms under the summer sun.

A TASTE OF FREEDOM

In 1962 Tutu travelled to England to
study for a degree in Theology. It was his
first time overseas — and his first taste
of freedom from apartheid.

"It is difficult to tell you about the feeling
of joy and freedom, of being made to feel
human," Desmond says of life in England.

Desmond and Leah walked all over
London. For the first time in their lives
they did not have to produce a dompas
— and there was no-one to tell them
what to do.

Although he was a Christian, Tutu was
interested in all kinds of religion. For his
master's degree, he studied the Islamic
religion.
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BACK IN THE RSA

When Desmond got back to South
Africa in 1965, he taught at Fedsem in
the eastern Cape. This was a new
college for priests. The University of
Fort Hare was nearby.

One day in 1968, Tutu preached at Fort
Hare. It was just after the Russians had
invaded Czechoslovakia. Desmond said
blacks in South Africa were like the
Czechs, whose freedom had been
crushed by the Russian tanks. After this
sermon, the university did not allow him
back to preach again.

Later that same year, the students at
Fort Hare began a boycott of classes.
They were unhappy with the conditions
at the university. They sat peacefully
outside their classrooms. But the
university called the police. They
attacked the students with dogs and
guns and teargas.

Tutu hurried to the university to be with
the students. He wouldn't let the police
stop him. The police forced the students
off campus. Tutu stayed with the young
people all the time. But afterwards he
felt very hurt.

"I was angry with God," he says. "I
couldn't understand how he let all that
happen to the students. The next day
he cried for the suffering of the
students, as he led the church service
in prayer.

"GOD IS NOT NEUTRAL"

Tutu has always liked to travel, and to
do different things. In 1969 he went to
Lesotho, to lecture at Roma University.
At this time, Desmond felt he must do
something about the injustice in South
Africa. He became very interested in
'Black' or 'Liberation' theology.

Tutu wrote: "He (God) is not a neutral
god. He took the side of the slaves,
the oppressed, the victims. He is still
the same even today; he sides with
the poor, the hungry, the oppressed,
the victims of injustice."

In 1971, Tutu went back to England to
work for the Theological Education
Fund. This organisation gives money
for priests' education in the poor
countries of the world — the so-called
Third World1.

In his new job, Tutu spent half the year
travelling in Africa. This was
sometimes dangerous. He was
searched by Ian Smith's police in
Rhodesia. They found a paper about
Black Theology on him. "That's not
theology, that's politics!" they
screamed at him. But they let him go.

BATTLES WITH VORSTER

In 1974, it was time for Tutu to come
home. He had a top job waiting for him
— as the new Dean of Johannesburg.
This made him the second highest
Anglican Church official in
Johannesburg.

In May 1976, Tutu took his first
political action. He wrote an open
letter to Prime Minister John Vorster.
This letter was printed in the
newspapers.

In the letter, Tutu pleaded with Vorster
to listen to reason. He said blacks
wanted to share in the wealth of South
Africa, which they had helped to
create. He said it was wrong for the
army and the security police to have
so much power.

And he warned the Prime Minister that
there would be bloodshed if there was
no real change.
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Arch-Bishop Tutu with the youth in Regina Mundi, Soweto, early this year

But Vorster did not listen. He said Tutu
had only written the letter to make
trouble. But it was not long before
Tutu's warning came true.

On the 16th June 1976, the students of
Soweto rose up in anger. Their
peaceful march was met with police
bullets. Over 600 students were killed
in just a few weeks.

BISHOP OF THE MOUNTAINS

Soon after the Soweto uprising, Tutu
was made Bishop of Lesotho. Tutu did
not want to go to the mountain
kingdom — but the church in Lesotho
said there was no-one else for the job.

It was a hard job, too. Tutu had to
travel long distances over the
mountains on horseback. But he was a
city man, not used to riding horses. He
once complained, "There is no
understanding between me and the
horse — when I go up, he goes down,
with rather unpleasant results for some
parts of my body!"

It was during Tutu's time in Lesotho
that Steve Biko was killed. The bishop
spoke at Biko's funeral. Like Biko, Tutu
thought it was important for black
people to have pride in themselves. But
he asked people at the funeral to pray
for whites too — he believes whites
have paid a price for their oppression of
others. They had less 'ubuntu.'

It was not long after this funeral that
Tutu came back to South Africa. He
was the new Secretary General of the
South African Council of Churches
(SACC).

"HEARD THE JOKE ABOUT...?"

Du Boulay doesn't only tell the story of
Tutu's life. She has also spoken to
many people about the kind of person
he is.

She says Tutu can be strict — but he
is also a very sensitive person,
someone who really wants to be loved.
When he started his job as Secretary
General, his staff asked him what he
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should be called. "Father," he replied
— and this is what nearly everyone
calls him now.

One of the best-loved things about
Baba Tutu is his sense of humour. He
can joke about anything — even about
South Africa. He is always telling
jokes, like the one about how the
whites took South Africa:

"We had the land and they had the
bible. Then they said, 'Let us pray',
and we closed our eyes. When we
opened them again, they had the land
and we had the bible!"

THE NOBEL PRIZE

Baba Tutu has travelled far and wide,
telling people about the evils of
apartheid — and asking that they do
all they can to bring it to an end. This
has angered the government. They
have taken his passport away many
times.

The world has seen how Tutu has
struggled for his people. He has been
given many awards for this work. The
biggest came in October, 1984.

At nine o'clock one morning, the
Norwegian Ambassador to the United
Nations went to a little flat in New York
where Tutu was staying. He was
carrying a big bunch of flowers. He
had come to tell Tutu that he had won
the Nobel Peace Prize.

Only one other South African has won
this world-famous prize — Chief Albert
Luthuli.

Tutu said the Nobel Prize was not just
for him. He said it belonged to those
"whose noses are rubbed in the dust
every day." He meant it was for all the
oppressed in South Africa, and, "for all

those who seek to change the evil
system of apartheid peacefully."

A MAN OF PEACE

Tutu is a man of peace. He is against
violence — but at the same time he
says he is not a pacifist. He thinks war
is only right when there is no other
way of winning justice.

Tutu believes there is still hope for
peaceful change in South Africa. This
is why he calls on other countries to
bring the downfall of apartheid
peacefully — by not investing money
in South Africa.

This has angered and frightened many
whites. They say Tutu is a traitor to
South Africa. They say it is blacks who
will suffer more than whites from
sanctions — because blacks will be
the ones to lose their jobs.

But Tutu says: "They would be
unemployed and would suffer for a
time. But it would be suffering with a
reason. We would not be doing what
is happening now, where blacks are
suffering and it is going on and on
and on."

WITH HONESTY AND COURAGE

In 1986 Tutu was elected Arch-Bishop
of Cape Town. This is the highest
position in the Anglican church in
South Africa.

The little boy who lay in a hospital bed
suffering from TB all those years ago
has come a long way. But he has
never forgotten his humble beginnings.
Like his mother, he too has become a
"comforter of the afflicted."

Tutu has often said that he would
much rather be a simple priest
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preaching to his flock — but he believes
that it is his God given duty to speak for
his people while their true leaders sit in
prison or in exile overseas.

And speak he does, with great
courage and honesty. He is indeed the
Voice of the Voiceless! That is why
Archbishop Desmond Tutu has won
the love and respect of millions upon
millions of freedom loving people, both
here at home and all over the world, *

*The book "Tutu — Voice of the
Voiceless" by Shirley Du Boulay is
published by Hodder & Stoughton. It is
still only available in hard cover. It costs
R44.95 plus GST.

NEW WORDS

lake — a large area of water
surrounded by land
"comforter of the afflicted" —
somebody who comforts those who are
in pain or suffering
laundry — washing
Theology — the study of religion
neutral — when you "sit on the fence"
and don't take a side
a sense of humour — a person who
has a sense of humour likes to make
jokes and have fun
sanctions — a punishment. For
example, when other countries stop
doing business with South Africa
because of apartheid
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WHO GETS RICH IN
BOPHLTHATSWANA?
For many companies Bophuthatswana is
like a pot of honey. They fly there for the
easy money.

But for the workers in Bophuthatswana,
life is not sweet. They have long been
stung by the greedy bees.

Bophuthatswana, like other homelands,
is a fertile ground for companies to get
rich fast. This is because the homelands
have passed laws that protect only the
companies — and not the workers.

Workers in Bophuthatswana can only
join 'Ja Baas' trade unions. These unions
fall under the Bophuthatswana
Workers' Association (BWA). It was

formed by the Bop Ministry of Manpower
in 1984.

CRUSHING THE UNIONS

Since the BWA was formed, Bop workers
have not been allowed to join 'foreign'
trade unions. This is what the Bop
government calls trade unions from the
Republic of South Africa (RSA), under
Cosatu and Nactu.

Bop's labour law says a trade union can
only organise in the homeland if:

•All office bearers are Bop citizens
• The head office of the trade union is in
the homeland
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•The trade union is registered with
Bop's minister of manpower

This law was passed after bus drivers
in Bophuthatswana went on strike in
1983. The homeland government said
the bus drivers were told to go on
strike by a 'foreign' trade union. This
trade union was the Transport and
Allied Workers Union (TAWU).

But the Bophuthatswana government
does not only use the law to crush the
unwanted 'foreign' trade unions. They
detain members of these unions —
and they work hand in hand with the
bosses in firing workers who belong to
these unions.

A SICK JOKE

Rights promised the people of Bop all
kinds of things — like the right to join
whatever organisation they want.

But the Bill of Rights is like a sick joke.
Nick de Villiers, a lawyer at the Legal
Resources Centre in Johannesburg,
says the Bop Minister of Manpower is
acting against Bop's Bill of Rights. The
Minister does not allow workers to join
trade unions of their choice.

George Moeketsi from the Worker's
Aid Centre in Pretoria says companies
have too much power over workers in
Bop. There are no wage boards and
industrial councils in Bophuthatswana.
So companies can pay workers
whatever they like. There is no
minimum wage in Bophuthatswana.

BIG PROFITS, POOR CONDITIONSWhen Bophuthatswana became
independent in 1977, Mangope's
government boasted about the But while the Bop government starves
homeland's 'Bill of Rights'. This BiN of the workers of their rights, it gives the

Striking workers from Martillon factory in Babelegi gather for a meeting
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Union officials report back to the striking
Martillon workers

companies food to grow. The
government helps companies in many
ways. It pays much of the workers'
wages. It gives the companies cheap
land and factories. And it helps the
bosses to make bigger profits than
they can in the RSA.

But these big profits do not go to the
workers. They may have jobs — but
their pay and working conditions are
poor.

Babelegi is Bop's industrial area in
Hammanskraal, north of Pretoria.
Workers in Babelegi come from
villages in the nearby Moretele and
Moretele-Moutse regions.

Thousands of workers in Babelegi are
victims of company and state attacks.
The workers fear the homeland's
police. Some agreed to speak to Learn
and Teach only if their names were not
used. Many of them asked us not to
take photographs of them.

"LIKE DONKEYS"

A woman worker from Springbok
Clothing in Babelegi says: "I'm the only
breadwinner at home. I earn R21 per
week. Only those with long experience,
for example 11 years, earn R49 per
week."

As well as earning low wages, working
hours are long too. Another woman
worker from Springbok says: "We work
10 hours per day. This is unfair
because we can't have enough time to
look after our children."

A worker from Tswana Steel also has
problems with his company. He says:
"Tswana Steel treats us like donkeys.
Many workers left the company
because they could not face the bad
conditions. Some worked only for a
day."

Tswana Steel workers say the
company only gives them overalls. It
does not give them gloves to protect
their hands when they carry the heavy
iron bars the company makes. Some of
the workers now have swollen hands.

Workers from the African Gate
Company also have problems. Their
problems are like those of workers in
other Babelegi companies. If workers
get hurt while working, the company
will only give them one week's wage. If
they have to go off work, they will not
be paid anything more.

CENTRAL CITY

'Central City' is a shopping centre in
Mabopane, 30km north-west of
Pretoria. As in Babelegi, many
companies in 'Central City' are from
the RSA. These are companies such
as BJ's Pantry Chicken, Werbers and
OK.

12 LEARN and TEACH



Babelegi—heaven for bosses and hell for workers

The working conditions in 'Central City'
are as bad as in Babelegi. An OK
worker says: "These beautiful buildings
house the oppression of workers. This
centre is a living hell on earth.

"OK does not treat us the same as its
workers in the RSA. It does not give us
maternity and paternity leave."

Another worker from OK says the
company dismissed 11 pregnant
women workers. The bosses said the
women had not worked a full year with
the company. This is why they were
dismissed when they fell pregnant.

But the workers fought against the
dismissals — and they won. The
Mabopane OK had only been running
for nine months. So the women could
not have worked for a full year anyway!

A NEW CHAPTER

The OK workers are not the only ones
who have stood up to the bosses in

Bophuthatswana. A new chapter in the
labour history of Bop has opened. The
days when companies in Bophuthatswana
could freely oppress workers are over.

On 3rd May this year, workers at
Martillon Textured Yarns in Babelegi
went on strike. This was the first strike
in Bophuthatswana since the bus
drivers strike in 1983.

A Martillon's worker says: "The
company treated us like animals. We
heard of a trade union that would help
us. Membership forms were sent to us,
and we all joined the National and
Allied Workers' Union of South Africa
(Nawusa)."

Solly Theledi, Nawusa's organiser,
says: "Martillon workers told
management to improve working
conditions. Among other demands, the
workers also wanted an increase of
R25. The company makes big profits
— but some workers earn only R22 per
week."
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Theledi says the company refused to
talk to Nawusa. The company said
Nawusa was one of the 'unwanted'
trade unions in Bop. The workers
were angry and decided to go on
strike.

Another Martillon worker, Junior
Kgwebane, says the workers were
then fired. The company called the
Bop police, who detained four
workers for four hours. Officials of the
Bop ministry of manpower came to
talk to the workers. The workers said
they should talk to Nawusa.

SCAB LABOUR

The company has started employing
new workers. Now when people
apply for jobs, Martillon sends them
to the Bop Labour Office in Babelegi.
The Labour Office decides which
workers can be employed.

The striking workers are bitter with
the company for hiring "scab labour".
They are suffering great hardships —
they have not worked for three
months. But they are standing firm.
One of the Martillon workers says:
"We are not going back as long as
our demands are not met."

The union will fight the Martillon case
in the Bop Supreme court. There are
three reasons why the union thinks it
must be allowed to organise at
Martillon:

1) Martillon Textured Yarns is a
South African company. The head
office of this company is in Pretoria.

2) Some of the Martillon workers are
South African citizens.

3) Workers' wages are set by the
company's head office in the RSA.

Time will tell if the workers at Martillon
will win their case. But whatever
happens, the signal is clear. For the
companies, the holiday is over! The
workers have had enough of being
stung! +

NEW WORDS

fertile ground — a place where things grow
well
formed — started
foreign — from another place or country
photographs — "snaps"
maternity leave — time off work for
mothers when they have a baby
paternity leave — time off work for fathers
when their baby is born
a new chapter — a new beginning, a fresh
start
scab labour — workers who take the jobs
of striking workers

HELP WANTED

Is Learn & Teach Magazine
easy to get where you live?
Would you like to sell our
magazine, make some
money and help other
people to get the magazine?

Please write to:
LEARN & TEACH
PUBLICATIONS
P.O.BOX 11074

JOHANNESBURG
2000
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THE SWINGING 'TOPPIES'

u.

FROM SHARPEVILLE
The people in the hall looked at the
nine well-dressed madalas on the
stage. They could not believe their
eyes. What were these ou toppies
trying to do?

They were in for a big surprise.

The old men finished tuning their
musical instruments. Silence fell over
the hall. Ntate Molefe "Levay"
Moshoeshoe picked up his trumpet
and blew the first note. Ou Lenkie
Bessie joined in with his soulful alto
saxophone. Then the whole band
followed.

The Shaipetown Swingsters were
rolling — and the room was filled with
the sweet sound of Jazz.

THE OLDEST BAND

The magic of the Sharpetown
Swingsters from Sharpeville is not new
to the ears of music lovers in this
country. The group has been around
for 37 years. They are the country's
oldest band.

They have lived through a lot. They
have played side-by-side with greats
like Hugh Masekela and the late Zakes
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Nkosi. And they have been down and
out, playing with the not so great and
anybody else. But they are still
jamming, just like in the old days.

Ntate Molefe Moshoeshoe, who is 67
years old, told Learn and Teach how
the band began: "In Sharpeville at that
time the only school was at the
Methodist Church. Most of us were
scouts at school and we learned to
play the bugle. After school we played
pennywhistles and other instruments
that we made ourselves."

TWO OLD SAXOPHONES

Ntate Molefe says he was luckier than
the rest. "My uncle had two old
saxophones and a cornet. I learned to
play them when I was very young. My
friend Somfumfu Mpongozi used to
come to my home and we played the
instruments together.

"In 1943 we were joined by another
schoolmate, Sol Ramosone, and we
started a group called the Sharpe
Youngsters. Later we asked a
classmate, Ishmael Molefe, to play with
us because he had a set of drums.

"We used to play at Stokvels for ten
pence. We wanted more instruments
but we had no money to buy them.
Then a chap from Malawi came to see
us. He offered us instruments — so we
formed a group under him and called it
the Mac Milos."

GOING IT ALONE

"We were joined by our teacher, Mr
Mofokeng, who was playing the banjo,
and by two other classmates. We
played marabi and kwela music. We
also played some jazz songs by
American jazzmen like Harry James
and Joe Louis, the famous trombonist.

"That was when people started to
know us. We got invitations from far
and near to play at weddings and
concerts. Our favourite place was the
Orange Free State. We had a lot of
support there. But that group did not
last long because this chap from
Malawi robbed us."

Molefe and his friends then played for
a short time in a group called His
Majesty's Band. But they were tired of
playing in other people's bands. They
decided to buy their own instruments
on hire purchase. With their new
instruments, they were ready to go it
alone.

THE BIRTH OF THE SWINGSTERS

The Sharpetown Swingsters were born
in January 1953. The first line-up was:
Lenkie Bassie and Isaac Mogale on
alto saxophones, Ishmael Moleko on
tenor sax, Simon "Paps" Mokhomo and
Molefe "Levay" Moshoeshoe on
trumpets, Mofoko Masilo on lead
guitar, David Masuku on drums and
Steve Lepere on double bass. Andrew
Lekau was the singer.

"It was not long before the people in
Sharpeville were dancing to our music.
These were the days of 'tsaba tsaba1,
and a time when a new style of African
jazz was born. There were many good,
new groups. The black man was
waking up," says Molefe with a smile.

"People loved us wherever we played.
We shared many concerts with other
great musicians like Miriam Makeba,
Hugh Masekela and Abdullah Ibrahim
(Dollar Brand). We travelled the
country, high and low!"

THE BIG BREAK

"We got our big break in 1955. A chap
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by the name of Rupert Bopape came
to see us. He was a long time fan of
our music and talent scout for the EMI
recording company. He signed a five
year contract with us to record with his
company."

The first Sharpetown Swingsters
record was a big hit. Songs like 'V
Blues1 and 'Sharpetown Special1 swept
the country like wild fire. Both these
songs took the group up the ladder of
fame and brought them many fans.

In 1958 the band made their next
record. This had well-known songs like
'Maliepetsane' and 'Archie's Jump' on
it. Bloke Modisane, the late, great
Drum writer, wrote that the record was
"very good jive music". The young
musicians from Sharpeville were here
to stay.

"TWO BAND SHOWS"

1959 was a big year for the
Sharpetown Swingsters. They brought
out the hit songs 'Amajali' and 'Iza
Levay1. These two hits wore out many
dancing shoes.

The Swingsters followed with other
good records like 'Rhumba1, 'Donkey
Party', 'Caly Boy1 and Toloza Baby'.

The music of the Sharpetown
Swingsters reached the sky in the
sixties. They were always busy playing
'two band shows' with groups like The
Merry Blackbirds and other big names.

HARD AT THE TOP

But the Swingsters found it was not
easy to be at the top. They were once
attacked in a Sharpeville hall by The
Russians'.

These gangsters were against the

When "Bra Levay" hits the high note—hold
on to your hats!

"azikwelwa" bus boycott which
happened at that time. The Russians
thought the Swingsters were playing
for the azikwelwa people. So the thugs
attacked everyone in the hall.

But other gangsters liked the sound of
the Swingsters. Many times the band
was forced to play until the early hours
of the morning. The jazz-mad
gangsters of the Reef townships just
didn't want the music to stop!

SAD TIMES

But sad times were ahead for the
Swingsters. They too lost friends and
loved ones in the Sharpeville massacre
of 21 March 1960. Molefe Moshoeshoe
came close to losing his life that day.

"I was there in front with all the
peaceful demonstrators. Those were
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the days when I used to drink a lot.
Somehow, I felt like getting to a
shebeen for a quick beer and then
coming back again.

"I walked a few blocks away. When I
came back I saw bloodied bodies lying
there and people running in all
directions."

The band put their instruments away
for two weeks. This was to show their
respect for their fallen friends and
neighbours.

EVIL PLANS

But times got still harder for the group.
The government did not want blacks to
feel they belonged in the cities. They
wanted blacks to think only of the
"homelands".

The SABC, as always, helped the
government with its evil plans — they
started Radio Bantu.

Radio Bantu only played music like
Umcelo Wo Maskandi (ethnic music)

and mbaqanga. In this way the SABC
helped the government to divide the
people. The message was: black
people belong to different tribes, and
not to one nation.

And the record companies only wanted
to make money. They needed the radio
stations to play their records. Then
people would hear the songs and buy
the records. Because Radio Bantu did
not play jazz, the record companies
were not interested in making jazz
records.

So there was no more recording
money for jazz bands like the
Swingsters. But the Swingsters kept on
playing, at weddings and at halls in the
townships.

MORE LOSSES
The band suffered another blow when
their singer, Andrew Lekau, left them.
He went overseas with the famous
musical, King Kong, and he did not
come back. Other members, like Zakes
Skade, left the group and went to work.
Sydney Mabhena was shot and killed

The Sharpetown Swingsters in the early 50's—when they were still 'lighties'
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by a policeman. Zakes Makhale left
and became a priest.

But these losses did not kill the group.
Other musicians joined them in place
of those who left. Some of the jazz-
men who joined in the sixties are still
with the Swingsters — like drummer
Dutch Kopa, tenor saxophonist Titus
Ngalo, pianist Daniel Kholoane and
lead guitarist Steve Mokhele.

The Sharpetown Swingsters just kept
on going. In the seventies they played
at weddings and music festivals. In
1985 they went to a big festival in
Botswana where they met their old
friend, Hugh Masekela.

"A FAMILY THING"

Steven Mokhele spoke about playing
for the Sharpetown Swingsters: "We
are all friends and we treat each other
like brothers. It has become like a
family thing to me — even though I am
still young in this group."

How long has he been with the group?
'Twenty one years," he answered,
without smiling. "Let me remind you
that some of the members have been
with the group for 37 years. Lenkie and
Molefe are 67 years old — and I am
only 57."

But the 'ou toppies' in the Sharpetown
Swingsters do have a real youngster in
their group. He is 2,4-year-old bass
guitarist Joseph Ramatlotlo. He has
learned to play all the old songs.

"I started just playing with them," says
Joseph. "But I decided to stick with
them for the love of their music."

A BAND OF THE PEOPLE

It is the same with the band's fans all

over the country. Like Joseph
Ramatlotlo, they too stick with the
Swingsters because of a deep love for
their music.

But there is also another reason why
people love the Swingsters so much.
The Swingsters give people more than
just beautiful music. Ever since they
began, they have been a band of the
people.

"On Christmas Day we used to hire a
horse cart," remembers Molefe. "We
would ride around and play for the
people in the townships. The people
followed us around and threw money,
oranges, brandies — everything!
Sometimes we used to get about four
to five hundred rands."

But this money was not for the
Swingsters. The band gave it to those
who needed it — like old-age homes,
schools and centres for the disabled.

Today the Swingsters are still riding
around playing for the people. Just last
month they played at Women's Day
festivals in Johannesburg and Pretoria.
They are always there to answer the
call — and to bring a swing for all. •

NEW WORDS

invitation—when you get asked to go
somewhere
favourite—something you like best
talent scout—somebody who looks for
people who are good at something—like
singing, dancing or acting
massacre—when a lot of people are killed
at one time
ethnic music—music that is made for
people from different tribes and races

19 LEARN and TEACH



The late Mackson Tshikambu

HAMBA KAHLE COMRADE MACKSON
"Mackson Tshikambu is dead!". When I
heard these words, I stopped for a
moment. He was a man I knew.

I felt a loss. Mackson Tshikambu. I met
him in 1982 when he was a security
guard at City Press Newspaper. When
he died on 16 July 1988 he was working
as a full time photographer in the
COSATU media department

Mackson died in a car accident on 1
July 1988. He and his friends were
coming back from a photographic
conference in Cape Town.

His funeral programme tells us that
Mackson was born in the village of
Tshiavha in 1960. He was the second
son of Mungedzi who lives in Venda and
Wilson who works in Johannesburg. He
was married to Reineth and they had
two daughters.

After Mackson passed Std 8 at Khakhu
High School in 1982, he came to Jo'burg
to work as a security guard. It did not
take him long to understand the need for
workers to stand together. He joined the
General and Allied Workers' Union
(GAWU).
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At this time Mackson also became
interested in photography. He bought a
camera and went on a photographic
course in Johannesburg. He also went
to union meetings. He was learning
about being an organised worker and
photographer.

Robert Tshiswaise worked with
Mackson as a security guard at City
Press. They were close friends.
"Mackson was a happy and lively
someone," says Robert. "He was
always telling me to go back to school
and study. He brought me magazines
and books and newspapers to read."

Mackson used to come to the Learn and
Teach office in his security guard
uniform. He would come with
photographs that he had taken. The first
pictures he showed us were everyday
sorts of pictures, like of his friends and
people having haircuts at the station.
Then he began to take pictures at union
meetings, the sort of pictures that we at
Learn and Teach and other magazines
and newspapers were glad to buy.

His pictures of workers were like family
pictures, because he came from a
family of workers, and workers were his
family.

In 1986 Comrade Mackson went to
work at COSATU house as a security
guard. It was a hard and dangerous job.
He was always in the middle of the
action when the police and their friends
"visited" Cosatu. But Mackson always
kept his cool.

As somebody in Cosatu wrote: "In the
midst of it all, Mackson, like a true
comrade, would remain strong and
would often say that our enemies will
never succeed in stopping the forward
— march of the struggle against
apartheid and exploitation. Never once

was he overcome by fear for his own
safety...he was indeed prepared to lay
down his life for COSATU."

After COSATU House was bombed,
Mackson took on a new job doing the
two things he loved best — taking
photographs and furthering the workers
struggle. He was now a full - time
worker photographer for COSATU's
Media Department.

Mackson believed that workers could
speak to each other through
photographs about their common
needs, their demands and their
dreams. Photographs can tell the story
of workers' conditions and the
importance of workers' organisations.

Mackson was a lucky man because he
found what he liked doing. And he was
good at it. At the time of his death he
was planning to take photographs of
workers living in hostels. He was going
to live in a hostel for a while and meet
the people there. He believed that a
photographer must talk to people before
taking pictures. That way they get better
pictures.

Victor Matom, another close friend of
Mackson's and a fellow photographer,
says that Mackson was unlike many
other men. "He was sympathetic to
women". It worried him that there were
so few black women photographers. At
the time of his death, Mackson was
working together with Victor training
young people — mainly young women
—how to work a camera.

Mackson Tshikambu, We will remember
what you showed us about being a
worker photographer and a good
comrade. Hamba Kahle! #

LOOK AT MACKSON'S PICTURES
ON THE NEXT TWO PAGES
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Celebrating National Women's day at Wits university. The President of FEDTRAW Sister
Bernard Ncube is sitting in the middle

LOOKING BACK, MARCHING FORWARD
They came from all walks of life to the
festival in the Flower Hall at Wits
University, to celebrate National
Women's Day.

Amanda Kwadi was the chairperson of
the day. She is an official of the
Federation of Transvaal Women
(Fedtraw). She said: "This festival
echoes the sounds of women's
marching feet. Our leaders marched
to Pretoria in 1956. Today, we are
meeting here to salute them with
singing, dancing and poetry reading."

WHAT IS NATIONAL WOMEN'S
DAY?

In 1956 the government passed a law
which forced African women to carry a
dompas. Before this time, only African
men had to carry passes. This new law

caused a storm of protest.
The Federation of South African
Women (Fedsaw) organised a protest
march. Women wanted to show Prime
Minister Strydom and his government
what they thought of the new law.

A member of the Vaal Women's
Organisation (VWO), Mmatumelo
Mmolotsi, said: "This protest action
marked the time when women woke up
from their sleep. In the past, they
thought politics was not their business.

"But in 1956, they sang in one voice:
"Strydom, Wathinf Abafazi, Wathint'
Imbokodo" — "Strydom, you have
tampered with the women, you have
struck a rock."

On the 9th of August 1956, twenty
thousand women marched to the
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Union Buildings in Pretoria. They
wanted to give Strydom their petitions.
Strydom was in the building— but he
refused to meet the women. As the
Fedsaw song goes: "Strydom left the
Union Buildings through a window."
Since that day, the 9th of August is
remembered as "National Women's
Day".

A LIVELY DAY

Many artists were there to make the
day lively. There were traditional
dancers, poets and singers.

Poetry groups such as 'Save the
Children' and the Progressive Arts
Project (PAP) took part. Their poems
spoke of women's struggle.

A member of PAP said: "Our poems
show that our people are suffering.
Women should fight these bad
conditions because they are the
mothers of the people."

Jazz Pioneers and the Sharpetown
Swingsters brought back the good old
times into the hall with their music. The
people jived like they did in the old
times, when jazz was still young. Other
groups such as Sakhile, Bayete,
Cosatu choir and the Moutse dancers
added spice to the festival.

Fedtraw's president, Sister Bernard
Ncube, sat proudly in the hall. She was
surrounded by loyal members of her

organisation. As Mmatumelo Mmolotsi
said: "We came here to show that we
stand by our leaders."

A woman from Moutse, who asked not
to be named, said: "This festival is
another action which takes our struggle
further. It shows that women can pick
up the spear carried by our fallen
heroes. We cannot really move forward
without looking back."

TWO OTHER FESTIVALS

Fedtraw organised two other Women's
Day festivals in the Transvaal. One of
these was held at the Medical
University of Southern Africa
(Medunsa) at Ga-Rankuwa, near
Pretoria. Some of the groups that took
part in the Wits festival were also
there.

The 'Jazz Pioneers' and the
Sharpetown Swingsters were again
blowing happiness into the people. And
PAP were warming people's hearts
with their poetry.

The other festival was at Cosatu
House in Pretoria. This festival went
well. But one of the organisers was
detained afterwards. Stola Mamabolo
was put in the cells with her six month
old baby girl, Goitsemang. But luckily
for Stola, her baby took protest action.
The baby cried so bitterly, the police
could not stand it. Stola says the police
released them as soon as they could
the next morning. •

NEW WORDS

celebrate— to remember something in a happy way
echoes— when a sound bounces back
a storm of protest— when a lot of people are angry and protest
petition— when people sign a piece of paper to show that they are unhappy
tamper— to disturb, to interfere
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BUILDING ON THE FREEDOM CHARTER
The Freedom Charter was bom at the Congress of
the People in Kliptown on 26 June 1955. People
came from all over the country to share their dreams
of a South Africa without apartheid.

The Freedom Charter holds a special place in the
hearts of millions of people in this country. It was -
and still is - the only time when the people came
together to tell the world of their demands for a
future South Africa.

Many organisations fighting for change in South
Africa support the Freedom Charter. The African
National Congress, who helped draw up the Freedom
Charter, 38 years ago, has been loyal to it ever
since.

But the time has now come, says the ANC, to look at
the Freedom Charter once again. It is time to build
on the Charter.

Last month the ANC brought out a document called
"Constitutional Guidelines for a Democratic South
Africa." The Guidelines are still true to the spirit of
the Freedom Charter, but they take it a step further.

The ANC says the new Guidelines are not final. If
people are not happy with anything in the
Guidelines, they can be changed.

We have printed the new Guidelines below. We must
point out that we have changed the wording and
explained things here and there. We hope this
makes it simpler and easier to understand. We have
tried our best to keep to the true meaning and spirit
of the Guidelines.

Constitutional Guidelines for a Democratic South Africa
THE STATE

1) South Africa will be an independent country.
The country will make its own decisions.

South Africa will be a unitary country. All of
South Africa will be one country.

South Africa will be a democratic country. The
people — all the people — will choose who
governs them. And if they govern badly, the
people will be able to vote for a new
government.

South Africa will be a non-racial country. All
people, black and white, will have the same
rights.

2) South Africa will belong to all its people.
There will be one parliament which will make
the laws of the country. There will be one
government, one system of courts, and one
administration for all the people. To bring
democracy closer to the people, there will also
be regional administrations.

3) The duty of chiefs and traditional rulers will
be to serve the people as a whole - and to rule
in a democratic way.

4) The courts, the army and the police will serve
all the people. Their job will be to protect the
people and the constitution.

ONE PERSON, ONE VOTE

5) Every man and woman will have a vote .
There will be one person/one vote.

6) Everyone who can vote can also stand for
election.

ONE COUNTRY, ONE PEOPLE

7) All South Africans will be made to feel that
they belong to the country. The state will protect
the different languages and cultures of all South
Africans — but all South Africans will be citizens
of one country and loyal to that country.

A BILL OF RIGHTS

8) There will be a Bill of Rights based on the

Freedom Charter. The Bill of Rights will protect
the rights of all the people — of blacks and of
whites, of men and of women, and of people of
all religions.

9) The government, together with other
organisations, will have a duty to stamp out
racism.

10) The government and other organisations
must find quick ways to get rid of the
inequalities of apartheid — for example,
differences in wages, in housing, and in
education.

11) Any organisation that supports racism,
fascism or nazism will be banned. So will any
organisation that makes any group of people
hate another group.

12) Everybody — except racists, fascists and
nazis — will have the right to have meetings, to
think what they like, and to follow any religion.
There will be freedom of the press. The state
will protect the right to work, the right to
education and the right to social security (for
example, unemployment benefits, pensions,
health care).

13) Any party can stand for election. But not
parties that are racist, fascist or nazi, or parties
that make one group of people hate another
group.

THE ECONOMY

14) The state will make sure that the country's
economy works for the good of all the people.

15) The state will decide the country's economic
system. The state will be able to decide on the
rights and duties of those who own industries,
factories, mines, and businesses.

16) Business must respect the Freedom
Charter, and work with the state to make a good
society for all the people.

17) The economy will be mixed. There will be
state ownership and private ownership. There
will also be co-operatives and family
businesses.

18) The state will give help to co-operatives,
village industries and family businesses.

19) The state will help all people, especially
black people, to get training in management
skills, and in technical and scientific skills.

20) All people will have the right to keep their
belongings. This right will be protected by the
state.

THE LAND

21) People of any mlpur will be able to own and
use land in any part of the country. The state
will give special help to people who have had
their land taken away from them, for example by
forced removals.

A WORKERS' CHARTER

22) There will be a special charter for workers.
The rights of trade unions will be protected,
especially the right to strike and collective
bargaining.

EQUAL RIGHTS FOR WOMEN

23) Women will have the same rights as men at
home, at work and in the community. The state
will give women special help to make up for the
inequalities of the past.

THE FAMILY

24) The rights of the family, of parents and of
children will be protected.

SOUTH AFRICA AND THE REST OF THE
WORLD

25) South Africa will not be an ally of the United
States or the Soviet Union. It will be a non-
aligned country. It will support the aims of the
Organisation for African Unity (OAU) and of the
United Nations (UN). South Africa will help
oppressed peoples in other parts of the world.
South Africa will help to make the world a place
of peace.

(For NEW WORDS please look at the next
page)



DIFFICULT WORDS FROM THE STORY
UILDING ON THE FREEDOM CHARTER

constitution — the rules which say how a
country or an organisation must or should

un

-: sidelines — ideas or suggestions which
people can think about, discuss, add to
and change

independent — not controlled by others

unitary — in one piece. For example, a
unitary South Africa means a South Africa
that is not divided into homelands

democratic — when every person has a
say in the running of a country or an
organisation.

non-racial — when all races are equal
and have the same rights

administration — all the officials,
managers and civil servants who carry out
die laws and orders of the government. In
an organisation or company, the
administration department runs the day to
aay business of that organisation or
company

iiiate — all parts of a country that control
and govern that country. These include
the government and all its departments,
the police and army, the education and

gal systems, and so on.le

t aci$»m — the belief that different races
re not equal to each other

.:.equalities — when things are not equal.
ror example, when blacks do not have the
same rights as whites, or when women do
not have the same rights as men

fascism — very conservative, anti-
communist, and racist. Fascists believe in a
leader or dictator who rules with an iron fist

and who does not have to answer to the
people.

economy — the system which controls
the labour and wealth of a country

state ownership — when the state, and
not individual people, owns businesses
and property. The state controls these
businesses and property and all profits go
to the state. For example, in South Africa
the railways are owned by the state, not
by an individual person.

private ownership — when one person
or a small group of people own a
business or property. They control the
business and they take the profits from it

co-operatives — businesses or farms
owned and controlled by the workers

collective bargaining — when a trade
union negotiates better wages and
conditions for all its members

ally — a friend or comrade. When a
person or a country gives help and
support to another person or country we
say they are allies

a non-aligned country — the two most
powerful countries in the world are the
Soviet Union and the United States.
Some countries, like Britain, France and
Germany, support the United States and
capitalism. Other countries, like East
Germany, Hungary and Poland, support
the Soviet Union and socialism.

But many countries do not support only
the Soviet Union or the United States —
they are friends of both. These countries
are called non-aligned countries.
Examples of non-aligned countries are
Zimbabwe, Zambia, and India.
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THE STRUGGLE FOR THE TRUTH
A small shop in a dusty road in
Bridgeton, near Oudtshoorn, is the
home of a brave newspaper —
Saamstaan.

Since Saamstaan was started five
years ago, it has been through more
than most newspapers go through in a
lifetime. It's office has been burnt down-
Its workers have been restricted,
assaulted and shot at.

And if that's not enough, the people on
Saamstaan have to bring out the paper
with minister Stoffel Botha breathing
down their necks. He has already
given the paper two warnings.

But Saamstaan is still very much alive
— and kicking. It tells the truth, no
matter what the cost.

A PAPER FOR THE PEOPLE

Saamstaan is a true community
newspaper. It gives news, advice and
information to the people who live in
the southern Cape, especially to those
in the townships of Bridgeton and
Bongolethu outside Oudtshoorn.

There was no other newspaper for
these people before Saamstaan •—
except the Oudtshoorn Courant. This
paper is for the white people of

Oudtshoorn. It does not often have
political stories — and when it does, it
only speaks the language of P.W.
Botha's National Party.

But Saamstaan speaks the language
of the people — and it does so in
Fngiish, Xhosa and Afrikaans.

Saamstaan is for the community, and
it ic. run by the community. The paper
does not have an editor. Instead, a
group of people from organisations
like the Bongolethu Youth Congress
and the local soccer club work on the
paper. Together they decide what
stories go in the newspaper.

WIE MAAK KAK?

Nearly everybody on the newspaper
has been detained — reporters,
delivery people and even sellers!
Once, the newspaper missed its
deadline because everybody was in
jail al the same time.

Reggie Oliphant is one of the people
who work on Saamstaan. He used to
be a schoolteacher. He says that he
was pushed out of teaching by people
who didn't like what he believes in.
Until tho United Democratic Front
(UDF-) was banned this year, Oliphant
was the local regional chairperson.

29 LEARN and TEACH



The police call Reggie a "kakmaker".
But he wants to know: who makes the
'kak'? His car has been burnt and he
doesn't know who did it. He gets phone
calls at night from strangers who ask:
"Slaapjullenog?"

His friends, who live in America, got a
phone call from a stranger one night.
The stranger, who had a voice of a
South African, said Reggie had a bad
car accident. But it was a lie.

Another newspaper worker, Derick
Jackson, also gets phone calls from
strangers. When his wife was in
hospital to have a baby, someone
phoned Derick and said the baby had
died. This too was a lie.

SOMETIMES YOU JUST HAVE TO
LAUGH!

Both Reggie and Derick are restricted.
This means that they cannot leave
their homes at night, and have to stay
in Oudtshoorn during the day.

Reggie has a job selling books — but
now he can't travel, so he makes very
little money. And the restriction order
stops Derick from playing rugby.

Another Saamstaan worker, Mbulelo
Grootboom, is also restricted. He is on
trial at the moment because the police
say he broke his restriction order. They
say they saw him in Aberdeen, a small
town in the Karoo.

Mbulelo has also been detained many
times. But he has not lost his sense of
humour. He laughs about the time he
was arrested after a UDF party. The
police said he stole cattle for the party!
But later, the charge was dropped.

But another reporter, Patrick Nyuka,
does not laugh when he talks about a

party he went to. He was there to
celebrate the return of two activists
from jail. The police raided the party
and Patrick ended up with buckshot
wounds in his back and a badly
wounded arm.

A HARD TIME

The people on Saamstaan no longer
write or keep stories in the office. The
offices have been set on fire more than
once. And when the police 'visit' the
office, they often take stories and
photographs away with them.

But the police do not only raid
Saamstaan's office — they also trouble
it's friends. A few months ago they
raided the offices of the Catholic
bishop. They took away all the papers
about Saamstaan's funding. Now
Saamstaan is worried that the
government may stop money coming
in from its supporters.

Saamstaan does not only get a hard
time from the police. No one in
Oudtshoorn will print the paper — so
Saamstaan has to be printed in Cape
Town, 500 kilometres away. Also, not
one of the 20 lawyers in Oudtshoorn
will give legal advice to the newspaper,
so they have to go to a lawyer in Cape
Town.

Not only is it expensive and slow to
send everything to Cape Town but it is
also dangerous. Once, a new batch of
newspapers disappeared on its way
back from Cape Town.

STOFFEL TAKES AN INTEREST

Early this year, Saamstaan got another
reader — Stoffel Botha, the man who
can close newspapers at the drop of a
hat. When he gave the newspaper its
first warning, he pointed out some of
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On behalf of Saamstaan, Ntukisi Mooi accepts this year's Pringle Award for outstanding
journalism

the stories he did not like — like the
one welcoming Govan Mbeki home.
He also did not like the paper's reply to
a reader who wanted to know about
the Geneva Convention.

Saamstaan told its readers the truth. It
explained that the Geneva Convention
is an agreement made by countries all
over the world about how prisoners of
war must be treated. The ANC has
signed the Geneva Convention — but
the South African government has
refused to do the same.

All in all, it's been a long, hard struggle
for the people who work on Saamstaan.
What makes them fight on?

"The newspaper is a very important part
of our lives. It is not just a newspaper. It
helps people with advice. People never
had anywhere to go before," said an
activist from the area.

"Each person in this country has to
work for a better society," added
Reggie.

We at Learn and Teach salute the
"kakmakers" in Oudtshoorn who are
working so hard for a brighter future!
We say: Saamstaan you are a great,
brave newspaper! Long live!
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restrictions— when somebody has
restrictions placed on them, it means they
can't do something; like leave a certain
area or go to meetings.

when you have someone breathing
down your neck— when you have
someone watching every move you
make. And of course, there's the real
thing. And that's really nice!

community — the people who live
together in one place; like a township, a
town, a country; or even the world.

batch — a bundle, a parcel
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BREAKING THE SILENCE
Mary wears glasses — but they are
badly broken. Her one leg has a very
strange shape, and she limps. The leg
has scars from beatings.

Who was it who broke Mary's glasses
and hurt her leg? It was not tsotsis, or
some other enemy. It was her
husband.

"Ja, he aimed a belt at me, and the
buckle hit my glasses," says Mary.

Busi is another woman who has a
husband who beats her. He has
beaten her for the past 16 years. She
feels very alone with her troubles. She
says: "The whole yard hears my
screams. He says he will kill me one
day and I believe this. No-one comes
because they say it is trouble between
husband and wife."

Mary and Busi are not the only
women who are beaten. Thousands
and thousands of women are beaten
by their husbands and boyfriends.
These thousands of women live with
their faces bruised and bodies
battered. Trying to hide what their
husbands do to them — and trying to
hide the hurt inside them.

THE HIDDEN CRIME

It is hard for women to talk about this
problem — and when they do talk
about it, many people do not care.
They see nothing wrong with men
who beat their wives. The beating of
women is very much a hidden crime.

Is it not time that women broke the
silence about this crime against
them?
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WHY DO MEN BEAT WOMEN?

Women and men are not brought up
as equals. Men everywhere are
brought up to believe they are more
important and better than women. And
women are brought up to believe they
are less important than men. And that
it is their duty to serve men.

Lindiwe says, "Men believe they own
women. They are jealous of their
women looking at or being looked at by
other men. Some men expect their
wives or girlfriends to report to them
when they go anywhere. Even when
they go next door to borrow some milk.
But these same men do not report to
their wives about where they go or
what they do."

Some women say they get beaten up
for going to sleep before their husbands
come home. Or for attending a union
meeting.

Mary says, "We were always taught it
doesn't matter what your husband
does. My mother told me, 'You see my
child, you married him. You are
married for better or for worse'.

WHAT KIND OF MAN BEATS HIS
WIFE?

Some people say that unemployment,
alcohol, dagga and overcrowded
housing cause men to beat women.
But everybody has problems. Why
should men be allowed to take out
their problems on women?

Things like shebeens and poverty do
make things worse. But they are not
the root cause of the problem. As one
woman said, "If you've had a few
'shots' and you beat up your wife, you
do it because you had it in mind
anyway."

This is true because it is not only drunk
men or poor men who beat their wives.
All kinds of men beat their wives. Rich
men. Workers. Unemployed. White
men and black men. All kinds of
normal, everyday men beat their wives.
And all kinds of women get beaten.
Even women who are married to
comrades.

AN ORGANISATION THAT HELPS

There is an organisation in
Johannesburg that helps women who
have been beaten. It is called People
Opposed to Women Abuse (POWA).

POWA says: "When we speak to
women, they feel very alone. They live
inside themselves. This beating up may
have happened for years and years.

"It is important that women know that it
happens to lots and lots of women. It
happens because men are trying to tell
women that they are in control."

POWA wants to help women get
control of their lives. Women's bodies
get beaten. But women's feelings about
themselves and what they are worth
also get a terrible beating. And
sometimes that hurt inside lasts
forever.

Children learn from their parents. Men
who beat their wives are teaching their
sons to be batterers. And women who
put up with it are teaching their
daughters to put up with it.

WHY DO SO MANY WOMEN PUT UP
WITH BEATINGS?

Most women struggle to find an answer
to this question. But many say there is
the tradition that women must stay with
their husbands. Also many women rely
on their husbands for money.
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And many women say: "We have
nowhere to go. The townships are
already overcrowded."

Even if a woman can find a place to
stay, it is not easy to start a new life.
There is the worry of a job. Of children's
schooling. Of who will look after young
children. And the fear of being alone.

Also, for some women not everything is
bad about the man. There is some love.
And a hope that the beatings will stop.
A woman may want to leave, but she
may be scared the man will come
looking for her.

After years of beatings many women
start to believe they are worth nothing.
They feel guilty. They start to believe
they have done something to deserve a
beating. It seems like a trap with no
escape.

WHAT CAN A WOMAN DO?

It helps to talk to someone you can
trust. Talking helps you to see things
clearly. It is a good idea to find out
about the law. Then a woman can get
advice on what it is possible to do.
There are places where people will

listen to and help beaten women.
There is POWA in Jo'burg (011-642-
4345), Rape Crisis in Durban (031-
232323) and Cape Town (021-
479762), and some family and child
welfare offices. These people don't tell
a woman what to do. They help her to
understand her position and to make
her own decision.

If a woman wants, she can charge her
husband with assault. She has to lay
the charge at a police station. If he is
found guilty, he may have to pay a fine.

It is not easy for a woman to go to the
police. She may be too afraid of her
husband. She may not have decided to
leave him. She wants him to stop
beating her, but she may not want him
to go to jail, or lose his job. She may
have no money of her own, and need
his wages.

GETTING A PEACE ORDER

Often the police will say it is only a
husband/wife problem. The police can
say they don't want to interfere. As one
woman said: "The police will wait until
you have been killed before they will
charge the man."

But a woman who is beaten by her
husband can get a 'Peace Order' from
the Magistrate's Court. If she reports
that he has beaten her again after she
got the Peace Order, both of them must
go to court. If the court finds the
husband guilty, he faces a two year jail
sentence with no choice of a fine.

A woman who is beaten by her
husband can also get a divorce. She
can apply for legal aid. If the court then
finds that her husband has beaten her,
then she has free legal help. She can
sue her husband for maintenance for
herself and the children.
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If a woman decides she wants to leave
home, she can stay at a shelter for
three months. There are shelters in
Johannesburg and Cape Town. This
helps a woman to start building her
own life. But after three months she
has to find her own way in the world.

AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY
TO ALL!

It is not only women who are beaten
who must do something about this
problem. All women can do something.
An injury to one is an injury to all.

Women can help each other by talking
about the problem. They can help
each other to break the silence. They
must talk about ways to stop men
beating women.

Women must not only talk about the
problem — they must help each other
wherever they can. Like giving women
who are running away from a beating
or possible killing a place to stay. Or
help with looking after children.
Women must give each other support.

BLOWING THE WHISTLE

In a poor part of a country called Peru,
women have decided that they have
had enough of being beaten by their
men. So they got together and made a
plan.

Each woman decided to carry a
whistle. When her husband comes to
beat her she blows the whistle. All the
other women come running to tier
house. And they deal with the man!

One man wanted his wife to leave their
home with her five children, so that he
could bring his lover to live with him.
The wife refused. So he kept beating
her. All the women took action.

These women said: "One night when he
was beating his wife up, we got hold of
him, stripped him naked and hung a
sign around his neck saying, 'I will
never abuse my wife again.' After that
he left and has not bothered her since."

THE ONLY WAY

Men get away with beating their wives
and girlfriends because they believe
they have the right to do what they like
to women. But now we are living in
times when everybody is struggling for
the right to a decent life. Where people
are treated as equals. Where women
are treated like equals, not like animals.

The beating of women will not stop until
women break their silence. It will not
stop until men treat women as equals. It
will not stop until women come together
to talk and to organise. Women beating
must be taken up as an issue in all
organisations. The beating of women
by men will not stop until women
organise to stop it. #

(•"This story comes from Speak — a
magazine that deals with womens'
issues and problems. We have
shortened the story and changed it a
little here and there. Thank you Speak
for an important story. May you go from
strength to strength!

NEW WORDS

bruised — the marks that you are left
with after a beating
battered — a battered person is
somebody who is the victim of
beatings, insults and bad treatment.
abuse — to treat somebody or
somethng badly
maintenance — the money a father
pays to his family every month if he
leaves them.
shelter — a place of safety
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Sensei Solly Said (standing second from the right) with the great Kaicho Nakamura (sitting on
the left)

THE POWER OF AN EMPTY HAND
Solly Said has walked the hard road of
karate for 21 years. He has found the
real power of karate not in his punch,
but in his spirit.

Solly is a teacher of karate. He is
called 'Sensei' by his students. The
word 'Sensei' is a Japanese word.
It is a respectful way of saying
'teacher'. You are called 'Sensei1

when you get your fourth black
belt.

Karate began in Japan many
hundreds of years ago. The sport
was started by the poor people
who worked the land. They were
not allowed to have weapons in
those days. Only their masters, the
Samurai warriors, were allowed to
carry weapons.

But the people had their hands for
weapons. Their hands were enough.
The word 'karate' means 'empty hands'.

"NO FIRST ATTACK"

True karate students believe that
karate should only be used for self
defence. Sensei Solly could be more
dangerous than a leopard in a fight.
But he does not want to fight anyone.
"There are rules in karate," says Solly.
"One of the rules is 'no first attack'."

This rule means that karate students
must try not to get into fights. The true
karate student only fights when he or
she is training. Solly explains: "Karate
should be used only for self defence.
And to uphold truth and justice, and to
help people who need it."
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"People think karate is about violence.
But it is really about non-violence. The
most important thing about karate is
that it builds strength of spirit. It helps
you to grow and become a better
person."

A PEACEFUL SPIRIT

It is the peaceful spirit of karate that
makes it so different from other sports.
Solly tells a story to show how a karate
student should build his spirit.

"Long ago in Japan, a great karate
master was riding home on a riksha (a
light cart). It was at night, and a group
of thugs tried to attack him. But he
jumped off the riksha and ran home.

"The next day he was teaching at his
dojo. (A dojo is the place where karate
students train). Some people came to
see him. They were the thugs who
attacked him the night before. They
had come to say they were sorry —
and to thank him for not fighting them.

"They only found out who he was after
they attacked him. And they knew that
he could have hurt them very badly .
But he chose not to fight. He was true
to the spirit of Karate."

UNDER ATTACK

But sometimes you do have to fight.
Solly was once attacked by two tsotsis
as he was walking with his wife. One of
the thugs stabbed him with a long
Okapi knife.

Solly could not use his left arm
because of the knife wound. But he
dropped the first thug with a kick. Then
he turned, fast as a whip. Another hard
kick from Solly knocked the other tsotsi
down. They ran off, leaving Solly to
bandage his wounds.

Solly is glad that he was able to chase
his attackers off with his karate skills.
"But the best fight," he says, "is the
one which is not fought at all."

FINDING THE WAY

Solly has made karate his life. It
started for him in 1967. Then he was
a young boy who loved sport. He
played soccer, and he played the
game with all his heart. But he lived
in a rough area in Johannesburg.
This area was called 'Chinatown1.
The people who lived here were poor
— and they were tough.

Young Solly Said played a good
game of soccer. But he was small
and thin. He bounced around almost
as much as the soccer ball when the
game got rough. And he ended up in
fights too.

"I needed to do something to protect
myself," Solly remembers. "I started
looking around — there were only
two or three karate schools in
Johannesburg then. But they were
for whites only. Karate was banned
for blacks at that time."

Maybe the whites in those days
thought blacks who knew karate would
not only break bricks, as karate people
can — they might knock down houses
too!

But the young Solly Said did not give
up easily. He joined a youth group.
One of the sports the youth group did
was karate.

LIKE A ROCKET!

"Once I started, it just took off like a
rocket!" says Solly. "I couldn't think
about anything but karate. My
schoolwork suffered because of it!"
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Solly fights mostly with empty hands—but he can handle weapons too!

When Solly's father saw his school
marks go down, he was angry. "He
gave me three days to decide if I was
going to do karate or play soccer,"
laughs Solly. "I took karate — and
I've never looked back."

Solly had a dream. And that dream
was karate. He trained hard with the
youth club's karate team. They had
to practise in secret because of the
ban on blacks doing karate.

They trained on the mine-dumps.
And they trained in schools after
everyone else had gone home. They
had to be careful that the night-
watchmen did not catch them there!

But Solly was young. He wanted
more than just mine-dumps and
back-yards. He wanted adventure.

THE ROAD TO JAPAN

"When I finished matric, I planned to
hitch-hike to Cape Town. I was going
to get work on a ship, to go to
Japan."

It is the dream of every karate student
to go to Japan. It was Solly's greatest
wish to go there. But things happened
differently for him.

The Japanese government would not
give him a permit to enter the country.
So he saved all his money and he
caught an aeroplane to the other side
of the world — New York, USA!

Solly heard that a great karate teacher
was in New York. His name was
Kaicho Tadashi Nakamura. The word
'Kaicho' means 'grand master1.
Solly had heard strange things about
this man, Nakamura. That he could
fight 100 men at once. That he could
catch arrows out of the air. Solly went
to New York to see for himself.

A MAN OF FEW WORDS

Kaicho Nakamura is a man of few
words. He says little — but Solly
learned much in the time he spent as
Kaicho's student. Solly trained hard
during the day. And he trained hard
again at night.
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Solly has painful memories of New
York. "The training there is very, very
tough," he says. "Each class lasted
about two hours. The last 30 minutes
were left for fighting (called 'kumite').
You had to stand up and fight anyone
in the class."

"Many times I remember walking to the
dojo, and just praying I would live to
the end of the class!"

But the biggest test was still to come.
At last it was time for Solly to go for his
black belt. It was a time that Solly will
never forget.

THE TEST

To get a black belt, you must prove
you are good enough. So you have to
fight against students who are black
belts themselves.

As Solly walked past the other black
belts for his test, he heard one of them
say, "We're dealing death — is this
punk going for black belt?" Solly was
scared. But he knew he had "the best
teacher in the world" — Kaicho
Nakamura.

After the test, Solly was black and blue
with bruises. His friends had to help
him to walk out of the dojo. Solly did
not know how long he had been
fighting that day. The kumite had
started at 3 o'clock. And it ended at 6
o'clock. Solly felt like a worn-out
punching bag. But he had passed the
test.

A DOJO AT HOME

Since that time, Solly has gone back
many times to New York. And he has
trained in Japan too. He has opened
his own dojo in Johannesburg. His
karate club is called Seido karate.

Black belts can fly too—but they can't get
past Solly!

The head of Seido is Kaicho
Nakamura.

Now Solly trains his own students in
the Seido style of karate — just as
Kaicho Nakamura trained him. Solly's
dojo is non-racial. His students are of
all races.

This non-racialism caused some
problems when the dojo opened in
1976. The police visited the dojo a
number of times. At that time, South
Africa was thrown out of world sport
because of apartheid. So the
government could not close the Seido
dojo. This would have made South
Africa stink even more.

LIKE A FAMILY

"We are like a family here at Seido,"
says Solly proudly. "We have 19 black
belts now. The black belts teach the
other students. They must listen to
their problems and show them the
way."
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Nesan Naidoo is one of the Seido
black belts. He is still young — but his
body is tough and hard from the long
years of karate training. He started
karate when he was five years old.
"Karate is more than a sport," he says.
"It is something you do because you
have a love of it."

Another black belt, Kalil Koor, agrees
with Nesan. "I find karate is good for
the mind, the body and the spirit. It is
for people of any age. It is not like
other sports which have an age limit."

A SPORT FOR LIFE

Jerry Mothlabane is 44 years old. He
has been doing karate with Solly for 14
years. Jerry tells how he started
karate. "I was working with Sensei
Solly," Jerry remembers. "He said I
should train too — so I thought I would
give it a try.

"I found it was not just self-defence.

It has changed my life completely. Now
I understand more about people, and
about life too. I learned that you have
to understand yourself before you can
understand others."

How long will Jerry carry on doing
karate?

"As long as I live!" he replies.

Solly, Nesan and the others all nod
their heads in agreement. They have
found a sport for life. They have
discovered the power in an empty
hand! •

NEW WORDS

self defence — to protect yourself
thug — tsotsi
non-racialism — when people are
not judged by the colour of their skin.
age limit — when only people of a
certain age can do something

Kiaaaaai! Seido students shout the power of their punch
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oun,
Dear Learn and Teach,
Thank you for a very touching report on the
celebration of Nelson Mandela's birthday at
Wembley Stadium. Your magazine is good at
highlighting people and events which should
never be allowed to be erased from the memory
of the nation. This is a great service, do keep it
up.

I do not know if I am reading too much into what
is meant to be a comic strip, Sloppy. I find it
simple but so profound. Keep going and best
wishes to all of you,
Sr M.J. Modise
SEBOKENG

Thank you for your kind words Sister
Joseph. We love you too!

Dear Learn and Teach,
I was selling your books to earn more money,
but due to the police I will stop. The police want
to arrest me when I sell these books in schools
and town. They have told me that if I don't want
to get into trouble, I must stop — because they
say I teach the people politics. I wished to
continue with your selling, but due to the
circumstances, I'm sorry.
JM
ZEERUST

Thank you for your letter. We are sorry
you feel unable to carry on selling the
magazine. Our magazine is legal. It is
checked carefully by lawyers before it is
printed. If anyone selling our magazine is
harrassed by the police, that person must
phone us. We promise that we and our
lawyers will do our best to protect our
sellers.

As for those policemen who harrass our
sellers, we say: "Lay off! You have no right
to harrass our sellers. They are doing a
legal job, selling a legal magazine!"

Dear Learn and Teach,
I work in a hospital as a laundry
assistant. I have worked in this job for
three years.

Every month, I pay UIF and pension.
Next year I want to go back to school.
How can I get my UIF money and all my
pension money on the day I leave the
job? I need to use that money for books
and uniform.
Monde
GRAHAMSTOWN

Thank you for your letter, Monde. It will not
be possible to get your UIF or pension
refund on the day you leave your job. It will
take some time for you to get your pension
money — sometimes as long as six months
after you leave. Please ask whoever is in
charge of wages at the hospital how long
you must wait for your pension.

You must claim your UIF benefits in the
Transkei. Fill in application forms at the
local labour office near your home. This
office will probably be at the nearest
magistrate's offices. The UIF money will
also take a long time to be paid — at least a
few months.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I would like to thank all the staff of the Learn
and Teach magazine for the wonderful work
you have done for us blacks. Your magazine
enlightens everybody with what is really
happening all over South Africa.

But I was amazed to hear that 'Sloppy' has
broken his hand and can't draw. I am very sorry
for him. The guy is a real artist and clown, a
teacher too. So be better Mogorosi and continue
with your fun. We love you.
Sabelo Nkosi
EMPANGENI
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Sloppy answers: "Ag, Sabelo bro, never
write letters like this one again. You see I'm
one of those people who hate to see a big
person cry — so I feel really stupid when I do
the crying. You should have seen the flood
of tears that almost drowned the entire Learn
and Teach staff after reading your letter.

Anyway, on a serious note, we say thanks
for a beautiful letter. Hopefully you'll find
new enlightening articles with every
magazine that you read. As for Sloppy's
hand, it's healed and is as good as new,
so it's back to the drawing board for ol'
Slop. Heyta daar!

Dear Learn and Teach,
Greetings to all the readers. I am 21 and
worked for three months for Nampak in
Pretoria. I got fired. Now I want to claim the
money I paid for income tax. I went to the
Revenue office. They said I must have the
IRP5 certificate, but I do not have it. What can
I do?
Barnard
GA-RANKUWA

Thanks for your letter. You must go back to
Nampak to ask for your IRP5 form. The
Wages Officer or Personnel Clerk must give
you the IRP5. Then you must take the IRP5
back to the Receiver of Revenue office and
fill in the forms they give you. Nampak
cannot refuse to give you the IRP5. If they
refuse, you must go back and report this to
the Reciever's office.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I am 19 and passed matric last year. Because
of money problems at home, I could not study
further. Our family is really suffering. In 1976,
my father went to work in Johannesburg at the
Civic Centre, but he never came home. Now I
am the breadwinner, and I can't find a job here
in Tzaneen. Can you help us to find my father,
or to get a job so that I can support my mother,
two brothers and a sister? My mother tries to
tell me to get a job with the Defence Force, but
I refuse because I foresee the downfall of the
Pretoria regime.
Worried Son
LETABA

Thank you for your letter. We were
sorry to hear about your problems
at home. We tried to find your
father, but had no luck. The
Johannesburg Municipality has no
records of your father ever working
for them.

We wish you luck in finding a job
soon; we are sorry we can't help
you to find a job. But have you
heard of the Unemployed Worker's
Union? They are doing a lot of
work to help the unemployed. You
can contact them at: UWC, P.O.
Box 260143 Excom 2023. Tel: (011)
- 290478

Dear Learn and Teach,
My parents live in Koster. I think that
everybody there is being exploited. They
have to pay rent and electricity — but they
built their own houses and the houses
don't have electricity. Even the streets do
not have lights. They have been paying
for electricity for four years.
Daughter
JOHANNESBURG

Your parents and other residents have
every right to question the local
council about the rent and street lights.
They should challenge the councillors
and the town clerk. They should ask
what happens to the electricity fees
and rent money they are paying.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I am a married man without a job. I
want to further my studies because I
think that little education means little
money. I passed Std 5 at school. Is
there any way I can study further?
Jack
KATLEHONG

Thank you for your letter, Jack. You can
further your education by attending
night classes at an adult education
centre. You can still register for Form 1
lessons this year and you will write
exams next May.

42 LEARN and TEACH



The closing date for registration for this
year is September 9.

The classes are at the Aaron Moeti
Adult Education Centre, 309 Mosiliki
Section, Katlehong. The telephone
number is 905-1604. Fees are R2 per
subject per year, plus R6 for exam fees
in each subject. Classes are held from
6pm to 8pm, Mondays to Thursdays.

Dear Learn and Teach,
1 appeal to you to help us get a free lawyer.
My brother was buried at the wrong place
without my family's knowledge. Now we
really need a lawyer who can help us to get
his body, and arrange for a proper funeral at
home.
Solomon
PRETORIA

Thank you for your letter, Solomon. We
were sorry to hear of the problems about
your brother's burial. You can get legal
advice by going to the Black Sash Advice
Office in Pretoria. The advice office will
send you to a lawyer who will help you
free of charge. Please take with you any
letters, certificates or documents that will
help with the case. The address is:
Black Sash Advice Office, St Andrew's
Church,294 Schoeman Street, Pretoria
0002 Telephone (012) 323-4488
Open Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday
mornings from 9am to 12 noon.

Dear Learn and Teach,
Please help me to get my money for an
injury at work. My arm was broken, and I
got only R700. This money doesn't help
me, because I can't do heavy jobs now.
A.D.
THOKOZA

We are sorry to hear about your arm.
Unfortunately, you did not give enough
details about your case — so we can't find
out whether the R700 you received for
your injury at work was the correct
amount. But compensation for accidents
at work is not very much — it is possible
that R700 is all the money you will get.

If you want to find out more about
Workmen's Compensation, go to the
Industrial Aid Society (IAS). They will help
you. Please take all the letters and
documents about the accident with you.
The address is 201 Metro Centre, 266 Bree
Street, Johannesburg. Tel (011) - 29-
9315/6. The IAS service is free.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I am a Std 10 student and my problem is
English grammar. I need books and help with
English before my exams at school. Another
thing I need is the address of St Barnabas
College.
Thabo
TUMAHOLE

Thank you for your letter. To help you
with your English, you can buy two books
called Read Well and Write Well from
Turret College, P. O. Box 11350,
Johannesburg, 2000. They cost R5 each.
Good luck with your exams. The address
of St Barnabas College is Langeberg
Avenue, Bosmont, Johannesburg, 2093.
Telephone (011) 673-6741.

Dear Learn and Teach,
Please help me to get a job as a traffic cop.
I have applied twice, but they always refuse
me a job. I need your help.
Mike
GIYANI

Thank you for your letter, Mike. Most
municipalities already have long waiting
lists of applicants for traffic cop jobs.
They mostly take applications only from
people who have good matric passes.
You will just have to carry on applying to
different municipalities. Also, try asking
other traffic cops for advice about how to
get the job.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I am a guy who can't get a job. I passed Std 10
and have a secretarial diploma. But whenever
I apply for a job, they say they only need
women, not men. We will do the same job, so
why must they refuse me just because I am a
man? I really feel like hating myself because of
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this problem. My friends are working
only me who can't get a job.
Edward
JOHANNESBURG

— it's

Thanks for your letter. We were sorry to
hear you have been struggling to find a
job. We think it may help if you apply for
jobs as a clerk, not as a typist/secretary. It
is a fact that most jobs for secretaries are
for women, and it is not easy to change
what people think about what jobs men
and women can do. You can also register
with the employment agency at the
Education Information Centre, Dunwell
House, 35 Jorissen Street, Braamfontein.
Tel: (011) 339-2476. The EIC Employment
Bureau helps in finding office jobs for
black people and does not charge for the
service. Good luck.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I have done a course in leather work. I can
make leather belts and bags and other small
things. But my problem is tools and money to
buy the leather. Can you help me?
Unemployed
PRETORIA

Thank you for your letter. We are
sorry we cannot help you to get a
loan. Or you can apply for a loan from
the Small Business Development
Corporation. You do not need an
appointment — just go to their offices
and ask to speak to one of the
business advisers. The office closest
to you is: SBDC, 24 Aster Street,
Doringkloof, Verwoerdburg, Pretoria

Dear Learn and Teach,
Can you help me to get a hawker's licence in
Johannesburg. I live in Hammanskraal, and it
is very difficult to get a hawker's licence here.
I think it will be easier in Johannesburg.
Robert
HAMMANSKRAAL

Thank you for your letter. You must apply
for a hawker's licence in the area where
you want to sell. You can't apply for a
hawker's licence in Johannesburg and

use it to sell in Hammanskraal. You must
apply to the administration office near
you. If you need more information go to
the African Council of Hawkers and
Informal Business, (ACHIB) 803 Medical
Towers, Jeppe Street, Johannesburg.

Dear Learn and Teach,
I work at Pick 'n Pay. Please give us the
head office address of Pick 'n Pay and we
need to know what are the rules about
casual workers? We complain, but they do
not take our complaints seriously.
Solomon
RADIUM

Thank you for your letter, Solomon.
Casual workers are workers who work for
not more than three days per week — but
a person can work as a "casual" for a
long time. There is no law which says the
company has to put someone on
permanent staff after they have worked as
a casual for some time.

We think you should discuss your
problems at Pick 'n Pay with the trade
union which organises there, the
Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers
Union (CCAWUSA). The Johannesburg
head office of CCAWUSA is P. 0. Box
10952, Johannesburg. The union also has
offices at 7th floor, Park Chambers,
corner Plein and Wanderers Streets,
Johannesburg. Telephone (011) 23-6486.

The head office of Pick 'n Pay is P. O.
Box 908, Bedfordview, 2008
Telephone (011) 455-1310.

PLEASE SEND YOUR
LETTERS TO LEARN AND
TEACH PUBLICATIONS,

P.O. BOX 11074
JOHANNESBURG 2000
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ENGLISH LESSON
IN THIS LESSON:

PART

PART

PART

1 -

2-

3-

NEW WORDS

BETTER READING

BETTER WRITING

PART1 -NEW WORDS |

Here is some practice of new words from some of the stories in the magazine. Read the clues
and fill in the correct words in the boxes provided. There is one box for each letter of the word.

CLUES
1. The name we give to
workers who take the jobs
of striking workers.
(5 letters)
2. This word means
'empty hands' in
Japanese. It is a kind of
self-defence. (6 letters)
3. Something you like
best. (9 letters) 5
4. Another word for
'tsotsi'. (4 letters)
5. When a lot of people
are killed, like Langa in
1985. (8 letters)
6.This word means
'interfere' or 'disturb'.
(6 letters)
7. When people remem-
ber something in a happy
way, like a birthday or an
important day in our history. (9 letters)

M

1
s 2 K

C

6

V

T

4
7

C

B

ANSWERS
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PART 2 - BETTER READING]

The earth and the sun provide us with all the things we need to live - food, warmth, and shel-
ter. We take many things out of the earth and the sea to make the things we need and want.
And we throw a lot of waste and rubbish back into the earth and the sea. More and more
people understand that if we do not treat the earth with care and respect we will destroy it -
and everyone that lives on it.

Here is a story about a disaster that happened in Japan because some people did not treat
the earth with care.

THE TRAGEDY OF MINAMATA
The seas of the planet have many uses: for one thing, they give us food; for another, they are a huge dump
for all kinds of rubbish.

Tragedies happen when human beings forget that these different uses of the seas can interfere with each
other. One tragedy happened in a small town in Japan in the 1950s and 1960s.

In the early 1950s a plastics factory at Minamata in South West Japan began to use mercury to make plaV
tic. Mercury improved production - the factory produced more and better plastic materials. The mercury
itself was left over when the plastic was made. It couldn't be used again and so the factory had to get rid
of it. They did this by pumping the waste mercury into the sea.

The factory managers, the workers, and the local people did not think that this was dangerous. But slow-
ly the mercury in the sea began to do its damage. The mercury was picked up by algae, tiny creatures
which float in the sea. Other small sea creatures eat algae and so they too picked up the mercury. And then
the shellfish and fish ate theses other creatures, and they too picked up the mercury.

The mercury was not dangerous to the algae and the fish. But it was a deadly poison for human beings.
When people ate the shellfish and the fish, the mercury got into their bodies. It slowly built up in their
bodies and began to attack their nervous system.

People's limbs and muscles went slack. They couldn't talk but only make little noises. They couldn't walk,
but only drag themselves slowly along the ground. They couldn't think and feel straight. The disease af-
fected 121 people: 45 of them died, and 25 of them picked up the disease even before they were born,
when they were still in their mothers' wombs.

'Minimata disease' as it was called, first struck in 1953, but it was not until 1964 that scientists finally
proved beyond doubt that the disease was caused by the waste mercury from the plastics factory. And it
was not until 1973 that the owners of the factory accepted responsibility and paid compensation to the vic-
tims.

The Minimata disaster has become famous all over the world. It is an example of the harm modern in-
dustry can do to the planet and its people without knowing, and sometimes without caring.

* 'THE TRAGEDY OF MINIMATA1 was taken from the boook "CARING FOR THE PLANET"
by Robin Richardson
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NEW WORDS

• mercury

• algae

• shellfish

• compensation

• the nervous system

a silver-coloured metal which you can pour, like water,
but it is heavier than water.
small creatures which live in the sea. They are too small
for us to see with our eyes. Fish and other sea creatures
eat algae.
sea creatures whose bodies are covered with a hard
shell. People like to eat shellfish like crabs, lobsters and
crayfish.
money paid to people who are injured by someone else.
The person who caused the injury has to pay them the
compensation money.
all the nerves in our bodies which take messages from
our brain to control all the parts of our body

EXERCISE 1
Here are some simple questions about the Minamata disaster. You can find all the answers
in the story.

1. In which country did the disaster happen?

2. What did the factory make?

3. Did the poisonous mercury harm the fish?

4. In what year did the disease first attack the people?

5. What happened to the people who ate the fish?

6. How many years did it take the scientists to prove that the factory was to blame?

7. What did the factory owners have to do?

ANSWERS

r
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EXERCISE 2 : 3
The mercury which caused Minamata disease came from the factory, went into the sea and
finally ended up in babies' bodies.

Picture 1 shows how the mercury got from the factory into people's bodies. It happened in 6
steps. Here is a list of the 6 steps. But the list is not in the correct order. Write the list in the
correct order in the spaces next to the picture:

shellfish and fish ate the other sea creatures
the waste mercury was pumped into the sea from the factory
mothers passed on the mercury to the babies in their wombs
tiny algae in the sea ate the mercury
people ate the shellfish and fish
other sea creatures ate the algae

step 1

ANSWERS

sqiuoM jjaqi m saiqBq aqi oi Ajnojaw aqi uo passsd sjaqiow 9 dais
qsij puB qsjinaqs aqi aiB ajdoed g dais

sajniBajo Bas .jeqio aqi e}B qsjj puB qsjjnaqs
aE6|B aqi aiB sajnisajo Bas jaqio

Ajnojaiu aqi aie Bas aqi u| aB6re Ami
AJOPEJ aqi WOJJ Bas aqi 01m padiund SBM Ajnojaw aisBM aqi

e
z
V

dais
dais
dais
dais

48 LEARN and TEACH



PART 3 - BETTER WRITING
CYCDPIQC Q UPDPQ
CACnV/IOC O " VCnDO
Words which tell us about what people or things are doing are called verbs. Look at this se
tence:
9 Human beings forget about nature.

There is one verb in this sentence. It is the word which tells us what human beings do.
Write it down here.

1.

n-

Now find the verb in this sentence. It is the word which tells us what mothers do. Write it in
the space below.

* Mothers pass on the mercury to their babies.

2.
ANSWERS

WHAT IS A TENSE?
Verbs can tell us about actions in the past, the present or the future.

When verbs tell us about the past, we say that the verb is in the past tense.

When verbs tell us about the present, we say that the verb is in the present tense.

When verbs tell us about the future we say that the verb is in the future tense.

The word 'tense' means time.

.

The story about Minamata is written in the past tense because it happened quite a long time
ago. Try this next exercise without looking back to the story.

Here are some verbs. Change each verb so that it tells you about an action that happened in
the past.

For example: control controlled

Here are the verbs: 1. produce 2. begin 3. improve 4. make 5. leave

Write your answers here:

1. 2. 3. 4.

5.
ANSWERS
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EXERCISES
Now use these same 5 verbs to fill in the gaps in this part of the Minamata story. There is one
verb for every gap. Remember, the verbs must tell us about the past, not the present.

In the early 1950's, a plastics factory at Minamata to use mercury to make
plastic. Mercury production - the factory more and
better plastic materials. The mercury itself was over when the plastic was

. It couldn't be used again and so the factory had to get rid of it.

ANSWERS

3avi/\ifr aaAOddiAire Nvoaaz

In the last exercise you can see that you often make the past tense of the verb by putting a
"d" on the end of it.

for example: produce - • produced

But, some verbs are a bit more complicated. They change in another way when we use them
in the past tense.

for example: begin -*• began

SHORT WAYS OF WRITING THE VERB

When we speak English
"could not" we usually

cannot..

do not...

is not

we often shorten the
say "couldn't". Here

can't

don't

isn't

negative form of the verb,
is a list of some common

could not.

did not

are not .

..couldn't

..didn't

..aren't

Instead of saying
short forms :

EXERCISE 6 f
Write the darker words the short way in the spaces provided.

1. The local people did not think that the mercury was dangerous.

2. The mercury was not dangerous to the algae and the fish.

3. People's limbs and muscles went slack. They could not talk but only make little noises.
They could not walk but only drag themselves slowly along the ground.

4. It was not until 1973 that the owners of the factory accepted responsibility for this tragedy.

ANSWERS
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